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| (n) | 
The PREFACE. 
Chiefly reſpecting the SUBJECT and AUTHOR. 
I is undoubredly juſt and reaſonable, that one who hath very much IntroduRtiom. 
abandon'd a publick appearance in the Pulpit, ſnould be allowed the 
liberty of publiſhing his thoughts from the Preſs ; eſpecially when 
earneſtly deſired by ſome, to whom he ſtands various ways obliged: 
I have long thought, that Providence would _ a door for my ſervice 
this way, | Ho which I have been withheld by rhe preſſure of other la- 
bours, of which being now in ſome meaſure eas d, I have the more lei- 
ſure ro emit in print, a few of thoſe many thoughts, with which 
[ have been exerciſed for the good of Chriſts poor afflicted intereſt on 
Earth, I bleſs God I am delivered from the intanglements of any one 
Sect or Party: Bigottry is what thro' mercy I am moſt free from; I 
love with all my Soul what is Scriptural in all ſorts of People; and 
tho for this I am [like FJOSEPHT] ſo envied and hated of ſome _ Gen.37.4,11- 
ed Brethren, that they can ſcarce ſpeak peaceably ro me; yer I aſſure 
the Reader, as I hate nothing in any but what (I conceive ar leaſt) is 
vitious, ſo ſhall I be willing to receive further Information offered in 
Words of truth and ſoberneſs ; ſuch true Catholick Charity would cer- 
tainly go down with this Age, which prerends ſo much ro Love, were 
the Virtue as valuable as the Name : Bur alas! never Age more than 
this cry'd up Nominal, and yer ſtood worſe affected to, or more oppo- 
fire from real Scriptural Charity: To have a Name without the power 
is the ſad property of the Profeſſors of our day; whoſe Reformation is 
not ſo much propos d by this Diſcourſe, as the Edification of a FEW MF 
Chriſtian Frie I have firſt believed, and therefore publiſhe this Touching the 
Truth, which ſometime fince I preacht, tho' nor altogether in theſe SUBFECT. 
very Words, yet here is the ſum of what was delivered from the Pulpit, 
with enlargements , I hope not for the worſe: It may be, ſome will $ 1. About the 
think, and (left any ſhould ſtumble in the rhreſhold, I would rake fewne/ſs of 
away that ſcandal which) others will falſiy report, Thar I confine all Chriſtians, | 
my Charity to that particular Church whereto I ſtand related: Bur hereby 
I give all men to underſtand, Thar ths ſuggeſtion ; altogether forreign | 
from, and oppoſite to Truth, Tis true, that ſeeing ſo many Church Evils | 
prevail in that Church to which I ſtand related; notwithſtanding all | 1 | 
the Oppoſirion made againſt them, this hath indeed narrowed my Cha- | 
rity about the number of the Faithful: Bur ſo far am I from con- 
fining all my Charity to the Church I walk with; that on the account 
of the mam Evils I ſee therein, and yet am not able to remove, I am 
ready to cry out, Non me, becauſe I am a Man of unclean lips, and 10% 6 5 
dwell in the midſt of a People of unclean lips, for we are all as an unclean Cha 0 6 : 5 
thing, and all our Riphteouſneſſeſs are - filthy Rags, In truth Reader, I * 
| 2 
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fo far from affirming , that only thoſe with me are good 3 that ſure ] 
am, if the Lord hath not both much better, and vaſtly more People in 
the World ; the whole World is in a more deplorable caſe, then even 
I my ſelf now think for; and yet how many ſoever, and whereſoever the 
Lord harh any faithful, I conceive them ar moſt to be ſo FEW, and 
ſo mean, that comparatively they are but as the gleaning of a Vintage, 
the handfuls after a Harveſt, or the drop of 4 Backes and the ſmall 400 
144. 6 ef the Ballance to the reſt of Mankind, tho theſe alone are the Subſtance 
| Mar. « 7. , and the Sale of the whole Creation, and for whoſe ſake all things below 
| 3 = 13, are continued, they are the excellent Ones of the Earth, in whom 2. 
| Bc; 7,4 15: mong all the Children of Men, is the whole delight of the Lord of Hoſts, 
| 10. 4+ It can certainly be no breach of Charity to affirm, from a view of 
Mens Fruits, that very FEW reputed Chriſtians are ſincere; for as one 
Dr. Manton. laith, Theſe Chriſtians are but Pagans under a Chriſtian Name. Ma- 
ny think that all Infidels are among the Turks, &c. Bur alas, #0 
many ſuch are to be found in the very boſom of the Church: Further 
roof hereof you have in the Appendix, from the Authority of three 
Loans Doctors, to which I ſhall only add a few, yer very full teſti- 
monials from others of no ſmall renown in the Churches, of whom 
ſome are fallen aſleep, but others yet remain among us. The 
greateſt part of the World (ſay ſome) which bears the Name of 
Chriſtian ſhall follow Error, and ſhall periſſþ; God's Promiſes of 
Grace, belong not to Hypoerites , the greater part is ſtill the worſe, 
bur to the Faithful, and little Remnant that ſhall ſtand , the promi- 
Mr. Samue} ſes ſhall ever be made good. God's Company (ſaith a Miniſter) that 
Wilard have Fellowſhip with him is bur a little Company, the multitude go 
| : in the other way which leads from him. There is a Holy Sin 
larity, which they muſt all be contented withal, that would hold 
Communion with God in this life, nor muſt ir prejudice them if they 
ſee not only the greateſt number, bur alſo the wiſeſt Men in the Worlds 
account going in another Road. We are greatly APOSTATIZ O from 
our Primitive Profeſſion and Zeal, and great heart Diviſions, and 
open contentions are found among us. Many Immoraliries have got- 
ten Head in the midſt of us, we are grown worſe and remain ſtupid, 
and what ſhall be the end of theſe things? This Complaint is the 
more ſad, for that it was lately made in New-England, a place planted in 
the laſt Century, by the peculiar Favourites of Heaven; Men more zes. 
lous for God, and honoured with more of the Divine Preſence than 
moſt fince the days of the Apoſtles ; yer even there is ſuch degenera- 


The Aſſem- 
blies Annota- 
F10ns, 


cy now, moſt of the famous Elders thar knew the Lord being remo- ſcarce 

ved, and another Generation riſen up, that cleave nor to the Lord as did Paga? 

their Fathers; ſo that one of the maſt celebrated Preachers among Tyra: 

Mr. Increaſe them, ſays, The Spirit of God 1s * — and the Glory is re- ONE 
Mather, moved when there are viſible decays in Churches, and Godlineſs in the N 


the Power of it is dying every day. If ſcandalous evils are found in Profe. 
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z particular Church, and nor duly zeftif'd againſt by a faithful and 
impartial Exerciſe , of that Holy Diſcipline which Chriſt hath com- 
manded, the Lord and his Glory will nor long abide in that Church. 
If God ſhould ſuddenly take away but TEN or THELVE Men (I 
mean a EE whom the Lord Jeſus Chriſt hath made Pillars in his 
Temple, if others equal to them (of which there is little proſpect) 
ſhall not come in their room, a ſwift Apoſtacy would be likely to come 
on the Churches in New-Enpland ; for we may fall into Tears, conſi- 
dering how the power of Diſcipline is fallen in our Churches. Look 
into Pulpits, and ſee if there is ſuch a Glory there as once there was: 
Look into Families, are there nor thoſe which once were glorious, 
becauſe of the Religion which flouriſhr in them, which now are nor 
ſo, There is a general Defection in — from Primitive Pu- 
rity and Piety; yet alas, we ſeem incorrigible! There are Miniſters 
who are nor like their Predeceſſors, nor principled , nor ſpirited as 
they were ; ſo far from being ſo, as thar ſundry of them have in prine, 
mockt and ſcoft at the Holy Covenant, and other Holy Practices, which 
have been the Glory of theſe Churches of the Lord. Now if this be 
the (ad ſtare of the green Tree, where Godlineſs hath ſo much flouriſhr, 
no wonder as to us, where the Power of Religion is ſo grievouſſy 


dry'd away, one makes this bitter complaint. There ſeems to be a Mr. Cotton 
conſpiracy in much of the Engliſp Nation, to fabricate a Chriſtian Re- Mather. 


ligion if they can without a Chriſt: Not only are Deiſts prodigiouſſy 
multiply d, who are infinirely worſe than Mahometans ; and Socintans, 
which are a ſort of baptiz'd Mahometans, do no leſs as a Curſe increaſe 
and multiply; bur alſo, if you ſearch the Sermons and the Writings of 
the Clergy, you ſhall often find Nomen Chriſti non eſt ibi, it may be, 
there is not CHRIST Name or thing in'more than ſeven Sermons together.. 
And this judgment of the FEI/NESS of true, and badneſi of moſt 
Chriſtians in our day, is further juſtsf'4 by a Sermon lately ſent me 


by a well-meaning Bookgeller , in which I read, © That Fews and Pa- Mr. How's 
gans were never worſe Enemies to Chriſt, and his Religion, than a Sermon a- 
great part of rhe Chriſtzan World; and in good earneſt incarnate De- bout Unity, 


vils have too much of the Dew! in them, to be participants in a Com- 
munion that can ſeem deſirable, or is likely —— to ſerious 
Chriſtians: As Chriſtians grew gradually to be looſe, wanton, ſen- 
ſual, and their Leaders contentious, luxurious, covetous, proud, am- 
bitious, affecters of Dominion, ſo was the true Chriſtian Church gra- 
dually forſaken of the Divine Preſence: In as much as there was 
ſcarce ONE Chriſtian ro Twenty or THIRTY Mahometans or groſſer 
Pagans ; and what between rhe Mahometan infatuation and rhe Pop 
Tyranny , Good Lord what is Chriſtendom become! When by t 
ONE the very Name is loſt, and by the OTHER little elſe is left but 
the Name: It was once the uſual cognizance of thoſe of this Holy 
Profeflion : See how the Chriſtians love one another, and even refuſe _ 
| ie 
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die for each other, Good Lord | What are they now to be known 
by? What a cloudy , wavering , uncertain , lank, ſpiritleſs thing is 
the Faith of Chriſtians in this Age become? In the view of theſe evils 
it was no doubt, that a Noted Miniſter (for whom this Gentleman made 
a Funeral Oration) once burſt forth into a moſt patherical Exclamation, 
Fully and ingenuouſly juſtifying whatſoever Cenſures are in the following 
Diſcourſe paſt upon this profeſſing Age. The great and open Sin of 
the preſent day (faith be) is to profeſs God in Word, but in Works to 
deny him, by ſuch as rhe Holy Ghoſt brands with the infamous Cha- 
racter of abominable, difobedient, and to every good Work void of jugs. 
ment, Never was that of the Prophet more verify'd than by the Chil. 
dren of this Generation; he # deſpiſed and rejected of Men, not only 
by Jews, Heathens, and Mahometans but (which is more fad ) even 
by Chriſtians (if they deſerve that name) almoſt of al ſorts: It is not 
only rhe the Sin of rhe Poor, that they are fooliſh, and have not known 
the way of the Lord, but of the great Men alſo , who, tho they have 
known the judgment of their God, yet they have altogether broken the Teke, 
and burſt the Bonds, The Wiſe light Religion as a fooliſh thing ; the 


| Nobles of the Earth think themſelves degraded by ſtooping to this 


'Yoke: The Rich Men that ſhould count all things dung for Chriſt, 
do prefer the dung and droſs of the Earth before this Pearl of price, 
the voluptuary will not be perſwaded to leave his ſwiniſh delights for 
all the — of Godlineſs. Oh! How EE W are the ſincere Follow- 
ers of rhe Bleſſed Jeſus ? This is, and oughr to be for a Lamentati- 
on. Our Lot is caft in a very brutiſh Age, wherein Reaſon is buried 
in ſenſe ; Judgment extinguiſhed in Appetite, and Wickedneſs raigns 
with Reputation: He who dares nor be prophane is a Coward, and 
that is but a dull Soul that cannot burleſque the Sacred Scripture, and 
make a jeſt in Bible: Or if he skills not to direct the poyſonous ar- 
row of a ſpiteful Tongue at the Religion, and Worſhip of Jeſus Chriſt, 


be is no skilful Archer; ſo that our times are much of the complexion 


of thoſe which Seneca unmasking the face of their corrupt ſtate, doth 
thus decypher. The News of Rome take thus, the Walls are ruin'd, 
rhe Temples not viſited, the Prieſts are fled, the Treaſuries robbed, old 
Men are dead, young Men are mad, Vices are Lords over all, the Di&a- 
ror faults the Conſul ; the Conſul chides the Cenſor , the Cenſor blames 
the Preetor , and becauſe no Man will acknowledge himſelf in fault, 
we have no hope of better times. Hereto ler the teſtimony even of the 
Pope be added, who, tho himſelf at the Head of a woful Apoſtacy, has 
yer like Balaam his Eyes opened fo far, ro ſee and forbid (beyond moſt 
Profeſſors) the Abomination of Perriwigs on Prieſts Heads, during 
their Officiating in ſacred things; and further by the zerrors of God 
upon his Country, he is made ro acknowledge, concerning Rome its 
ſelf (beyond what a certain Prelate in his Travels norices ) that it is 
as ripe for deſtruction as Sodom and Gomorrab, for that the Prelares 
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and Prieſts by their lewd Converſation, inſtead of giving -=m Exam- 
ples to the People, immerſe themſelves in all manner of Debauchery ; 
Now the Lord himſelf haſten the overthrow of the Miriads of his Ene 
mies, and rhe Salvation of the FEW faithful, Amen. | 


Beſides what is here ſaid of the Paucity of the Faithful for the g a” od 
ſuffering 


ſtrengthning of Chriſts litrle little Flock under the ſenſe of their fewnef,, 


and meanneſ} : It may not be amiſs ro remove all occaſion of Offence, Profeſ- 


cauſed by rheir oppoſition from ſeemingly religious Perſons, this being apr 
to ſhake the Falch Ach as are * are ready to be offended 22 
that not only profane Malignants revile the Saints, but even the moſt 
topping Profeſſors and towering Preachers do oppoſe them. Now to 
take this Stumbling-block alſo out of the way, I ſhall here inſert what I 
formerly wrote on this Head to a particular Friend, hoping it may be 4. xx. 
uſeful ro many others! © I acknowledg indeed, that the pinch of our 
Sufferings lies in this, we ſaffer Reproach, and Perſecution from pre- 
tended Saints, ſuch as ſo count themſelves, and are counted ſuch by 
many; moſt could bear Perſecution or Reproach better from open Sin- 
xers, than from Profeſſors, this is a ſore Temptation, yet we ought not 
to be diſcourag d under ir, conſidering three things. (I.) In all Ages the 

arpeſt Perſecutions (of Tongue eſpecially) were from the ſtricteſt Pro- 
feſſors ; worſhipping Cain began to ſhew his Malignity againſt righre- 
ous Abel; and Profeſſors of rhe higheſt Form have cominu'd ir all along: 
Who reſiſted Moſes but Corab, Dathan and Abiram ? Holy David, Job, 
Frremiah and all the Old Teſtament Saints found the higheſt Malignity 
from the ſtriReſt Profeſſors : So our Lord Feſus Chriſt and all the Apo- 

les and Saints in the New Teftament found their greateſt Cenſurers to 
be Phariſees, Scribes; Prieſts, devout Women, and what not for ſhow d 
This Cafe is common; Saran ever did and ever will work moſt againſt 
the power of Religion by powerleſs Profeſſors 5 rheſe make the Times 
perilo; theſe draw our the Lip, and make a wide Month 
Saints; theſe r 
that tremble at Gods Word, and that in the Name of God, hence aroſe Ia. 


againſt the 2 Tim. 3. 
rt all manner of Evil of them; theſe caſt ove thoſe 1,2,3,4,5- 

57. 
that Proverb, In nomine domini incipit omne malum, In the Name of Ch. 59. 15. 


758 


God the Papiſts burnt the Proteſtants ; in the Name of God the Prela- Ch. 66, 5. - 


tiſts perſecuted the Paritans ; and thus in the Name of God, under a 
guize of Religion, poor Saints now are ill rreared by Presbyterians, In- 
dependants, Plungers, &c. both Preachers and Profeſſors of the Day; the Beaſt 
with Horns like a Lamb gores the Saints moſt; the Profane hurt them not 
ſo much as powerlefs Profeſſors. (II.) Conſider, Th proceeding keeps up 


tbe Life of Religion ; if there was no more Religion to be ſeen than in 


the Bodies of the ſtricteſt Parties, Religion would die; God harh 
iherefore ever raiſed up a ſeperate Party, a FEW, that have praiſed 
what others only profeſt (as Dr. Chauncy well diſtinguiſhes) and have 
ſo much the more praiſed it, becauſe they ve been perſecuted, and ſo 
cbliged to live up to their Principles; and theſe, tho the envied and 
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malign'd FEW have ever kept up the power of Religion in all Age; 
Since then God does ſuch Fears by his FEW preciſe Ones, and uſeth 
them for ſuch good Ends; we ſhould rejoice if we are of that Number, 
and glory that we meet with Oppoſitions from the beſt of Profeſſor; 
who have a Name to live, but are really dead. (III.)  Confider, That 
thu nppoſition of the ER Faithful by the Herd of Profeſſors hath been 
foretold ; both Prophecies and Promiſes have run about Ir. 1ſ/f. Propheſie; 


Ve have of an univerſal DefeRion of the ſtricteſt Profeſſors; Number. 


leſs places foretel that even the higheſt Profeſſors for the moſt part ſhall 


decline, as we ſee at this Day, ſo that bur here and there among them is 


a ſincere Faith to be found: Therefore ſhould we rejoice in this ſign of 
the latter Day, ſince without this Apoſtacy the depth of Antichriſt would 
not be known, hereby we ſee the very bottom of Sin, and the top of 
Grace | 2dly. Promiſes abundance there are ro ſuch FEW poor Ones 
AS ſuffer Perſecution even from the ſtricteſt Profeſſors : I'll name but 
two. Saith Evangelical ISAIAH, Hear the Word of the Lord, ye which 
tremble at hu Word, Your Brethren that hated you, that caſt you out far 
my Names ſake, ſaid, Let the Lord be glorified : but he ſhall appear to your 
joy, and they ſball be aſhamed, And ſaith FOHN the Evangeliſt, I 
heard a Voice from Heaven, ſaying unto me, Write, Bleſſed are the dead 
which die in the Lord, from 2 : Tea, ſaith the Spirit, that they 
may reſt from their Labours ; and their Works do follow them, Both theſe 
Promiſes refer to our Day, and Caſe, and reach us, I. Thar, there 
will be an univerſal Apoſtacy and Declenſion of ,moſt Profeſſors from the 
Truth as t in Fefus, II. That, theſe Apoſtates will perſecute, malipn, 
and even lull the poor FEW that remain Faithful. III. Thar, the wo 7; 
on the FEW Faithful meet with iu becauſe of their trembling at GodsWord; 
that is, dreading to break any Law of his, by omitting the leaſt Duty 
IV. Thar ſtill the higheſt form and ſhow 
of Godlineſ M kept up by this apoſtate Race, and Rout, V. That Saints 
will find their Faith put to it to ſtand againſt ſuch high Profeſſors, they'll 
be more diſturb'd at ſuffering from them, than from the World, or 
more profane part of Men! VI. Thar yet tu as bleſſed every whit to 
ſuffer yea to die for Chriſt's Truth, in the times of the Apoſt acy of the moſt 
refined, as of the rankeſt ſort : From henceforth ſaith the Holy Spirit, 
that is, from the time when the ſeemingly godly and religious oppoſe 
you: tis as bleſſed to bear witneſs to Chriſt's cauſe ro the Death now 
as when the Heathen perſecuted , for theſe are really Antichriſt ; this 
little Horn, tho upon a Lamb like appearance is really an Enemy to Jeſus, 
and doth as really gore Chriſt, as Turks, Pagans, Papiſts, &c. VII. There- 
fore we ſhould be as well pleaſed to ſuffer from Profeſſors, ſeemingly 

odly, the Man of fin fitting in the Temple of God, as from any others: 
Do bur ſee that the things ſuffer'd for are according ro God's 
Word, and no matter from what hand we ſuffer, all is alike for that, 
28 good from Profeſſors as prophane, Theſe things we ſhould call 5 
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The PR E FACE. ix 
mind, that we faint not at our — for Chriſt, even from this 


Adultercus and baſtardly Generation (as Chriſt calls them) of Profeſſors 
among whom we live, aud upon our teſtimony againſt whoſe evils 


er, , 1 : » o * 

977 we are oppos d, revil'd, and malign'd : But to conclude this Subject, 
x it will be comfortable to us to think in all our Sufferings of theſe fa 
een things. 1/T. That we are oppos'd only by ſuch , as however they profeſs 
2 cod, do really practice evil; for which they not only allow and plead, 
er- Fo alſo perſecute thoſe that fall not in with ir. 2dly. What we ſuffer 


for, us our teſtimony againſt Sin for purity, It is not for our Sin or im- 
purity, tho' we have much evil in us, we are not hated by Apoſtates 
and Profeſſors for our faults, bur for following the thing that good is, 
for cleaving to the Word of God, and making it our compleat rule 
in all things. 3dly. Our Sufferings are the ſame (tho leſs) that Saints 
have gone thro in all Ages: Our Perſecutors uſe the ſame taunts, and 


ws reproaches againſt us, which Saints of old have ſuffered from rheir Ad- 
ich verfaries : I have been refreſh'd in reading God's Word, the Book of 
for Alaris, and other Hiſtories, to find the ſame Objections and Oppoſi- 
or WT tions made to Saints in all Ages, from rhe ſame hands as we find a- 
I We gainſt us. Surely as the Spirit that works in all Saints is one and the 
ame, ſo is the Spirit that Works in the Children of diſobedience, un- 
hey der what form ſoever, and this muſt needs be very comfortable to 


us. 4thly. Conſider the promiſes of Grace and Glory, made to Sufferers for 
Chriſt's Truth , do belong to us as much now as ever, Shortly all Tears, 
Taunts, Rebukes, Revilings, and evil Treatments ſhall be removed, 
and we ſhall obrain a glorious Reſt, and Reward, with and from 
E Chriſt : Bleſſed are they (faith he) which are perſecuted for righteouſneſs 
ale, for theirs is the Kingdom of Heaven: Bleſſed are ye when Men ſhall 
= revile and perſecute you, and ſay all manner of evil againſt you falſly for my 1. 
© ſake ; Rejoice and be exceeding glad, for great 1s your reward in Heaven, 
for ſo perſecuted they the Prophets that were before you : The Perſecutors 

re the ſame [they] Profeſſors. The Cauſe the ſame ¶ tis for Chriſt's 

axe] the Perſecution is the ſame [_/o] they perſecuted in like manner 

by Reproaches, Scoffs, Sc. the Reward is the ſame [great ñ your re- 

8 ward in Heaven. ] Let this be our comfort. Therefore ſeeing we 

& have the like Perſecutors, Cauſe , Perſecutions, and Promiſes with 

# Saints of old, let us rejoyce in ths /ikene/s, and not wonder if holding Dr. More. 
on (as one ſays) thro thick and thin, in the direct Road from Babilon 


bis to the City of God, we are finely beſpattered by many! 

ſus, There are roo many object to us, as it we infiſted roo much on little S. 3. About 
re- ings as they ſpeak : Now beſides that we know, we neglect not little things. 
% WE 2744ter matters for reputed leſs ; we aver that no Law of God xeally is, 

„ cor ſhould be counted little as our Lord himſelf hath ſaid Whoſoeverſhall Mat. 5. 19. 


| treak ONE of theſe LEAST Commandments, and ſhall teach Men ſo, he 
| ſhall be called leaſt in the Kingdom of Heaven, but whoſoever ſhall do, and 
duch them, the ſame ſhall be called How in the Kingdom of m—_— 
| a | O 
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To confirm this, hear what ſome Learned Men have ſaid, *There is 


nothing ſuperfluous (ſaith one) in the Canon, the Spirit of God is wiſe, 
and would not burden us with things unneceſſary, *Take heed (faith 


Mr. Mllards another) that you do not part with any one truth. It is a vain and 


w one, let it 28 
e 


iP 


fooliſh thing for us to ler one go, and yer think ro keep the reſt, if once 
you begin to be bartering here, it will be an eaſy matter, to buy you 
our of the whole ſtock, for let men palliate and excuſe things as much 
as they will, yer this will prove certain, that by the ſame reaſon that a 
man may be prevail'd _ to give his Conſent in the alienation of 4. 
ro be rhe leaſt truth, that man will in time be 

wrought upon to ſell all others which he hath prerended to: There 
are ſome men who think if they do but keep to the Fundamentals, and 
ſtand by them, there is leſs danger tho they part with ſuch as are Cir. 
cumſtantials ; they applaud their own Prudence that they've taken up 
a reſolution ro keep truth enough to be ſav d by ar laſt ; and for all the 
reſt, if they renounce and diſclaim them, for their preſent profit and 
ſecuriry, ro keep themſelves in a whole Skin, and make the leſs dil. 
turbance in the places they live in, there will be no ſuch great harm 
in it: But when once the Devil hath gorren thx hold of men, he thinks 
he hath gotten enough to undo, bankrupr, and ruin them; nay, this 
is his own trick, or way, to wheedle men our of their Religion; the De- 
vil knows well enough that men are not to be perſwaded to ſtep into 
the depth of Apoſtacy at one ſtride, that they will nor ſell the truth, 
nor reſign all in one Sale; and hence he in the firſt place begins to chea- 
pen ſome truth, which he ſuppoſes they ſer rhe /eaſt by, and do not 
account to be ſo momentous, as they do ſome others; and if either by 
Flattery or Menaces, by fair Promiſes, or furious Threatnings, he can 
but bring them up to a conſent to deny ſuch a truth, and to profeſs a- 
gainſt it, his moſt difficulr task is over, and all the reſt is gotten with 
more eaſe : How many Profeſſors have been ſo wrought upon to make 
Shipwrack of their Faith? Hence bells Factors and Cheats would fain 
perſwade men to hearken to them; they ſay, alas, theſe are but poor 
Niceties, diſputable Points, Matters of no great moment, whether you 
believe them or no; they are things roo Fnall and inconſequential to 
diſquiet the Church with, or deprive your ſelves of Favour and Prefer- 
ment for; bur ir is very nototious that men who have ſuffer'd their 
Conſciences to be ſo bribed, and have againſt Light harkned unro theſe 
alluring Invitations, have not made any long time of it ere they have 
grown to be zealous Perſecutors of Religion, except God hath in Mer- 
Cy to their Souls awaken'd and reclaim'd them ; know this rhen, thar 
as ſmall a matter as it may look to be, and how light ſoever the cun- 
ning of Seducers may pi you to make of ir, yet he that aban- 
dons one known truth, tho it look to be of the leaft ſize, is a ſtep to the 
moſt fearful Apoſt acy; and if you are once ſtept into the way of it, you 
are under the greateſt probability of being 44ſt for ever. Oh that rae 
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weighty Words may find Entrance into mens Hearts; which that 
they may take one Paſſage more on this head, It hath been objected Mr. Increaſe 
(faith a Learned Preacher,) Theſe are ſmall Matters, and not Eſſentials Mather. 
of Religion, and that therefore men ſhould not contend about them, or 
expoſe themſelves to Perſecution on the account of ſuch inconſiderable . 
Matters: The Pious and Learned Mr. Clarkson harh largely and judi- In hs Sermon, 
ciouſly anſwer'd ſuch Objectors, ſhewing © how the Faithful Servants on Rev.2.10 
« of Chriſt have choſen rather ro ſubmit to the extreameſt Suffering, 
« than to Sin, tho it were bur in a Circumſtance : Nothing bur the 
« Scripture is the Rule of Faith and Worſhip, if by giving way to 
« ſinall Matters, pretended to be indifferent, we let go that Principle, 
« all our Religion is in danger; the ſmaller the Matter is which we 
« (uffer for, prefuming it to be an Evil, the more honourable, and the 
* more comfortable will our Sufferings be; it is a great honour to Chriſt, 
that he hath any in the World, who wil! ſuffer much, rather than 
* ſyer ve from him in the /eaſt ; and it will be comfortable to thoſe that 
« ſuffer, becauſe this will argue much Love to Chriſt, great Fear 
„of Sin, and ſo will be a great Evidence of Sincerity ; here is the 
« oreateſt trial when we are call'd ro ſuffer for that which is counted 
* 4 ſmall Matter: Thus writes this judicious Author. There are ſome 
Miniſters under a ſpecious pretence of Peace, will part with Truth, and 
Holineſs, and yet at the ſame time by new Not ions and Practices make 
Diviſions ; do nor ſome of them cry down thoſe Truths as little things, 
ſmall matters, not worth contending for, which in „e 9mm of the 
firſt Miniſters were of that weight and worth as that they were willing 
to indure Suſpenſions, Impriſonments, and a voluntary Exilement out of 
their Native Land in bearing their 2 thereunto ? Our Fa- Nen-England 
thers in coming into thi part of the World, did not propoſe to them- 
ſelves worldly Advantages, but the contrary : It was purely on a Reli- 

ious Account, that they ventur'd themſelves, and little ones over the vaſt 
— into this which was then a waſte and howling Wilderneſs ; but 
what in Religion was it that induced them to come into this Land ? 
Not the main Articles of Faith, for in thoſe they differ'd not from other 
Proteſtant Churches, but it was regard to the order of the Goſpel that 
brought them kither, that ſo they might erect a Spiritual Kingdom 
for the Lord Jeſus Chriſt to raign over, that they might build Chur- 
ches which ſhould be ordered in all reſpects according to the Mind of 
Chriſt, declared in the Goſpel, And yer for the ſame things are we 
reproacht, which however in this Lzbertine Age are counted ſinall, have 
been, and will be ro Saints, Matters of too much moment to be 


un- parted with, either for Love of Preferment, or Fear of Perſecution : 
an- And indeed when I conſider how exact God is in his Word, about 
rhe every punctilio of it, how pure, how preciſe, I can't but think our ut- 
you WR moſt Inde.zvours after obedience in ALL things to be ſhamefully remiſi Ex. 23. 13. 
uch and deficient ; when we read in Scripture, be circumſpe& in ALL 
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things ; you ſhall nor add to the Word, neither ſhall you diminiſh 
ought from it: You ſhall walk in ALL the ways the Lord hath com. 
manded, to keep ALL his Statutes, ye ſhall obſerve ro do ALL his 
Judgments, what things ſever I command you obſerve to do ir, thou 
ſnalt nor add thereto, nor diminiſh from it: Speak ALL the Words 
I command, diminiſh not a Word; whether you eat or drink, or what. 
ſeever you do, do ALL ro the Glory of God; obſerve theſe things 

without preferring one before another, do nothing by Partiality; AE 
Scripture is profitable; make ALL according to the pattern: If any 
Heb. 8. 5. Man add to it, God ſhall add unto him Plagues, if any Man take from 
Rev. 22. 18, it» God ſhall take away his part of MleſednefA. When we read (I (ay) 
* A cheſe, and abundance of fuch like Scriptures, how can we but dread 
8 failing in the leaſt duty, and falling by the leaſt Iniquiry ? Since here. 
by it appears, that no Sin or Duty is little as many affirm, who here. 
by charge fooliſhly, not only the Generation of the Righreons, bur even 

the GOD of Righreouſnels himſelf. | 

8 4, About There is ſomething ſaid in this Diſcourſe, expounding the name of 
Antichriſt, Antichriſt , which may be altogether ſtrange to many; and tho! 
Rev. 13. ule. have not in Reading met with it, yer I am aſſur d it is moſt genuine : l 
know the three Greek Letters [ : IT being (as well as the reſt) Nw 
meral, have been generally read Six hundred ſixty and fix, and great 
puzlings this way they have cauſed , bur I rake not this to be the 
meaning of the Holy Spirit, he is not making Figures, bur diſcoyering 
Perſons, tis the Name of Men that place points at; tn the number of 
a Man, faith the Text, and look, as the Man at God's Right Hand 
is deſcribed by two Letters of the Greek, Alpbaber[ and v] which are 
not ſet for Figures; ſo the Man of Sin in his oppoſition to Chriſt is 
deſcribed by thoſe three Letters of the Greek Alphabet [x E S Ithe ſenſe 
of which the Holy Spirit elſewhere gives, where he tells us, Antichriſt 
Rev. 16. 14. is a Falſe Prophet, that is L y«45:1av2>] or titular Chriſtian : A Beaſt 
[E Cerœ] or a Stranger to God and his Covenant: And a Dragon 
Le daTaras] the Satanical Powers, and Dominions of the World: 
Theſe three include all Antichriſt, and therefore afterwards they are 
Ver. 19. cali'd the three parts of the Great City, that is, the whole World ; and in 
Rev. 11. 8. another place they are ſtil'd Egypt, [the Dragon] Sodom, [the Beaſt, Jand 
Feruſalem or the City where our Lord was crucified [the falſe Prophet :] 
This ſenſe is not only true and conſonant with parallel Scriptures, but 
eoncords alſo with experience, which no Numeral Interpretation hath 
ever yer done : This I could cafily evince more plainly, and ſundry 
other Truths from the Book of the Revelations, which T've been draw- 
ing up into ſuch a Scheme as may contract and reconcile all the parts of 
that dark Book (made darker by many confus d Annotations upon it) 
fo that it would be obvious to the meaneſt capacity verſt in Scripture, 
and taughr by the Spirit of God; bur Jer it ſuffice for the preſent to 
name theſe things, to publiſh them may be provoking, rather than edi- 
| | 5 Hing 


Deut. 4. 2. 
Chap 5. 32. 
Ch. 6. 2. 
Ch. 11. 32. 
Ch. 12. 32. 


1 Cor. 10.31. 
1 Tim. 5. 21. 
2 Tim. 3.16. 
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hing to moſt, who will flight wharloever is ſaid by one ſo perſecuted 
of Men, yet not rejected by Gcd, as thro' grace might be evinced un- 
der this very Head, where I could boaſt, and that not without my 
meaſure, of a manifeſtation ſometime ſince made to me and by me, «a7 Its. 
(of which many can witneſs) about thoſe deſolating Earthquakes, with Mark-4. 34. 
which God hath lately viſited the Seat of the Beaſt; and which I con- oF 
ceive, will not have a total Period till they have made much greater „ Fre 70 
Deſolations, not in Rome and Italy only, ur in other parts of the Earth, 7771 8 3 
where che Throne of the Beaſt is exalted ; this being the pouring our 17" B 
of the fifth Vial in order to the deſtruction of the Kingdom of Dark- IR Conſt 
neſs, {which includes powerleſs Proteſtants as well as Papiſts and Pa- 0. _ 
gans; ] and the exaltation of the Kingdom of Chriſt, before which ers 8 ph * 
muſt needs come the ſlaughter of the Witneſſes, that ſore deſtruction up- ef ie; It 
on the FEW faithful; under ſemething of which, it is nor unlike Chriſts Ma * Kr 
little Flock is at preſent groaning, in order to their glorious deliverance e of 
ſhortly ro inſue, and in this apprebenſion, I am not only confirmed 11 Nats l 
by various Scriptures, bur alſo by the teſtimony of ſome of Note, of 10 3 
whom ſaith one in a Book lately brought by a Nem- England Friend. + en 

Things at this day look with a diſmal aſpect on ALL Proteſtant 8 
Churches throughout the World; fo as that, ſome who not long ſince en EY 
hoped that the happy days promiſed to the Church on Earth were at pe 
the door, begin now to fear, that the laſt ſlaughter of rhe Mitneſles is 
yet to come: In Europe the Witneſſes muſt propheſie in Sackclorh , 
there be ſlain, and there riſe again. England ſeems to be ripe for Judg- 
ment, the grievous national Sins committed in the late Ruigus have nor 
yet been accounted for; never was there à Nation in the World (the 
Jewiſh excepted) that ſinned againſt the Light of the Goſpel, ſo as the 
Engliſh Nation hath done, our Hearts may with Eli tremble for the Ark 
of God there. I have often wondred ar ſome very ſurprizing Paſſages 
which are in our Renowned Hooker's Serm2n, the laſt that he Preacht Jer. 14. 5. 
in England. Shall I tell you (faith he) what God hath told me; 
nay I muſt tell you on pain of my Life, I am a poor Ambaſlador ſent 
from God to do his meſſage unto you, and tho I be low, yet my 
meſſage is from above, and he that ſent me is great: And, oh tha: 
he would grant, that this my meſſage might be believed: What if I 
ſhould tell you what God told me yeſternighr, that he will lay Eng- 
land waſte, It is my meſſage by Meditation in God's Word, that be 
bid me do to you, I do my meſſage as God commanded me: Do you 
think well of it, will you bave England deſtroyed ? Do you ſay here 
are many good Chriſtians ? Do you think that God is beholden to you 
for your Religion ? Surely not! rather than he wili preſerve ſuch as 
profeſs his Name, and hare to be reformed, he will raiſe up of theſe 
Stones Children unto Abraham : He will rather go unto Twky, and 
lay unto them, Thou art my People, and I will be your God, Mr. 
Higginſon the moſt Aged Miniſter, now living in New-Erpland , was 
weil. 


Kir 


+ 


8 


« 


Apeſt ates. 


Liv The PREFACE. 


well acquainted with Mr. Hoeker, and he aſſures me, that after Mr, 
Hooker had been many years Paſtor of Hartford, ſome of his intimate 
Friends enquired of him, whether he did nor apprehend that the mi- 
ſeries which the Engliſh Nation was then bleeding under, by reaſon 
of the Civil Wars ar that time, were not thoſe Deſolations of Englani 
which he had forerold 2 To whom he replied, © Thar the time 1s not 
yet come: God will give to England a reſpite after theſe Wars, and 
try the Nation whether they will ſubmit to the Kingly Office of the 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, which they will not do: Then will the Lord plead 
his own cauſe in a more dreadful way, fo as to break the Engliſh Na. 
tion as a Potters Veſſel, Such Deſolations will come as only a Rem. 
nant ſhall eſcape, and after that Chriſt will raiſe up Churches, which 
ſhall be according to his own heart. Had theſe things been uttered 
by an Enthuſiaſtical brain, rhey were not much to be regarded : but 
all Men know that Mr. Hooker was of a deep and ſolid Judgment, and 
one with whom above many others, the ſecret of the Lord was; It 
becomes us to leave future Events with God, who only knows them, 
nevertheleſs ir will be our wiſdom to prepare for the worſt of time 
and things; and this we ſhould the rather do, becauſe the Holy Ora. 
cles have aſſur'd us, That in che laſt days perilous times will come; bur 
on this Head I will ſay no more, only conclude with the pathetick 
Senſe of ſerious Mr. Herbert. 


Religion ſhall each year decreaſe, and fade Þ When height of Sin & Luſts ſhall fill our Cup 
Till ſuch a darkneſs doth the Word invade, © Unto the brim, & make our meaſure up 
Ar Chriſts laſt Coming, as at firſt was made J Then ſhall Religion to America flee , 
Religion ſtands on uproe in our Land, Our Gold and Grace together don't eg 
Ready to paſs to the American ſtrand. 


Some what is ſpoken in this Sermon about Apeſtates, which may be 
Matter of wonder to not a few, who think this Age knows little or 
nothing of that ſore of Creature; which Concert ariſeth from a great 
miſtake about the Nature of Apoſtacy, which is not only a tot al Renun- 
tiation of Chriſtianity ; but in Holy Writ is taken for a violation of 
ſuch Covenant Obligations, wherewith any were voluntarily bound to 
God and his Church, a departing from a more pure Church ſtanding, and 
relation, either to the M/orld, or to a leſs pure Profeſſion: Apoſt acy is a 
falling away from ſtrictneſs; a drawing back from Holineſs ; a looking 
back from the Covenant; a finful departing from the Church we are rela- 
red to: All theſe ways Apoſtacy is deſcribd in Holy Mit, and in theWri- 
tings of Miniſters ; ſome few of whoſe Judgments in this Caſe ſhall be 
here inſerred for Conviction of ſuch as think well of Apoſt ates of this 
kind, with whom we have been grievouſly exercis'd, © "Tis Apoſt ac 
Mr. Willard, (faith one) ro depart from any thing, which God hath required of us, 
and we have covenanted with him to perform, and it will be ſo much 
the more aggravated, by all that Light which God hath afforded to 
ſow 


Religion always ſides with Poverty, 
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ſhow us the Sinfulneſs of fo doing, which takes away all Cloaks from 
us! Saith another, *He muſt nor change, break Covenant, fallify his Mr. Greenl:ill = 
Oath, who will be a Child of God, a Cirizen of Heaven; when men 

are perfidious, and violare Oaths, they are not in credit neither with & 7 3: 7i- 
God or good Men, their very Names ſtink, and they live in of a In- gi 8% £047 - 
famy; men's Credits can never be mended if ſtained wirh Perfidiouſ- Sac, TOs d- 
neſs, breach of Oath or Covenant; this Sin argues a baſe, vile, and Yg@7o ovaa- 


treacherous Nature, and is nor excuſable in any ; when rhe Covenant — gunciln- 
Y UYaulvs- 


Sn? Tbeodo- 
rick to an Apo- 
ate. 


Hoes and Carſes mention d in the Book of the Law are the Vengeance 
of the Covenant. Another ſays, *Ir is not neceſſary, that every man 


know it ĩs _— thought ſo; bur I ſay, a man may be ſaid ro be Mr. Bridge. 
an Apoſtate, becauſe he doth rebe/! againſt Truth reveal'd, and the 

word of God manifeſted, and will go no further, In the way to Hea- 

ren, Profeſſors ſer out together, and ſome find the way long, further 

than they thought of; we will go 0 further ſay they, we will have no 

more Light : Bur ſay the others, God willing we will on, and on they 

go; which of thoſe two ſorts are the Apoſtates 2 Thoſe that will go no 

further, they think not ſo, but the Lord knows the truth, chat thoſe who 

will go no further are tbey that leave and forſake the other: I will give 

you one Scripture for it. There were certain Spies went into the Land 

of Canaan, and rhey brought an ill report upon the good Land, and 

the Children of Iſrael murmured againſt Moſes ; whereupon Moſes Num 4.2.9 
ſaith, only rebell not againſt the Lord; the words in the Septuapint ; 
(which Greek the New Teſtament follows) are, only be not Apoſtates a- 

gainſt the Lord, ſo that thoſe who rebel! againſt Light in and will 

yo no further, are call'd Apoſtates : This kind of Apoſtacy always goes 

with the Sin againſt the Holy Ghoſt. And with Apeſtates of this ſort we 

have been ſo ſorely exercis d, that we may juſtly complain in the words 

of an old experienced Paſtor : © We have need of Patience becauſe of 

the manifold Lies, Slanders, and moſt vile Calumniations which we are 

like ro ſuffer ;z we have been a Scorn and Deriſion ro thoſe round about 

us: Nothing hath brought this Affliction, like the Fury of ſome, 


© who were ſometime of us, at whoſe Carriage à Pagan would bluſh ; who 

like Servants run from their Maſters, ſpeak baſeh of the Family they * Vix deci- 
leftz many wuntruths they raiſe, and wnchrift ian Reproaches, to cover their wic- mis quiſque 
E kedneſs ; having diſhonour'd God; 4 his Ordinances ; broken the eorum qui 
Peace of the Church; grieved the 


uls of Gods People ; ro hide their Chriſto no- 
Actions from men, they fill all places with falſe . rh and terrible men dede- 


© Condemnation of others; and as the Snuff of a Candle is more offenſive runt, fidei 
than if it had not been lighred, ſo zheſe loſeing the Power of Godlineſs, puritatem ad 
have only left the Snuff of Deceit, and Carnality; O what a ſtinkingSmell extremum ul- 


proceeds from ſuch; tho ris no new thing for a Church to be peſter d with que retinet, 


ſuch (for ſcarce ONE of TEN *who give their Names to Chriſt, hold Cavin. 


true to the end) yet is it matter of Grief ro the upright !: Ang: -- 
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And here it may not be amiſs :o give the Reader ſome account of my ſelſ. and ff 


4 _ — ay how l came into this Service, which has been attended with the deepeſt Exerciſes, 


S t. His Call Miniſters of great Reputation, that I ft engaged in a publick Miniſtration, and my 


It wa tat the earneſt Ipo tunity of many Chriſtians, and by the Advice of not a few 


Service more particular iy in Southwark, was not only with violent ſorwarane(s (ought 
by ſundry Inhabi:anrs,bur with great readineſs alſo approved by four Eminent Preach. 
ers, to whom at that time Ireterr'd my ſelf under God for Direction, the Copy of 
whoſe Approbation of me and my work here I publiſh, that it may de ſcen, I came in» 


to this Werk with 10 ſmall good liking, 
London, July the 12th, 1697. 


« Whereas Mr. Jacob hath deſired our Advice, Withre to his Choice of the 
Calls he hath had, to preach toa People in Wapping, or a People in Horſly-down 3 we 
conſidering the deſtitute and deplorable Caſe of the Church in Wapping, have been 
greatly concerned for their Welfare, and ſhall ſtill be ſo: Bur whereas the Lord hath 
opened ſuch an extraordinary Door for his preaching in Soathwark, and given him ſuch 
great Succeſs, and added ſomany providintial Incouragements, we cannot bur judge he 
hach a more ſpecial Call to that People; and continuing to beg the Bleſſing of God on 
2 Laboars, have ſubſcribed our Hands, Tho, Cole, Nath. Mather, 


Ro. Trail, Thomas Goupe. 


Wien fr? I came unto Southwark, I was careſt at no ſmall rate by many, and 
when airec ſome time at their requeſt we were gathering nearer into a Church Body, 
lundry, with all ſeemirg Alacrxy offer themſelves, profeſſing a readineſs to go thro 
all Ditficulties; ſome of theſe were accepted, in hopes their Sincerity would bear ſome 
proportion to their Aſſurances, their Perſons were utterly unknown to me, before 
they moſt freely tenured themſelves to the Lords Service amongſt us, the Difficalties 
attending our Covenant Ingagements were told them; their Daties diſcover u; Dif 
advantagis tepreſented with all Fidelity; and Diſcovragements rather than Incourage- 
ments were laid before them; yer would they needs take hold of our Skircs, and 
come along with us, ſaying, we will go with you, for God is in you of a Truth : and for 
a time they held ſtedfaſt to appearance, to our mutual Comfort, but alas it was but 
only | Tezs car with ſome of them, for a ſhort Seaſon; tor when their Laſts were 
toucht, or Perſecu: ion aroſe by reaſon of our Profeſſion, by and by they were offended 
and caſt off the Yoke of the Covenant; utterly breaking the Bonds, and that with 
preacer Impetuofity than ever they took them up; a few ſhallow Pretences ſome of 
them made tor their diftaſte ; bur not a Soul of them but went away ſelſ-condemn'd 
from our Communion, * whatſoever ſalſe Repreſentations they have made of their 
Innocency to others; hixc illæ lachryme / from theſe Apoſiates our greateſt Diſtur- 
bances h. ve ariſen; ſuch who h:ve ſet at the Table of the Lord with us, ſome who 
have eat not of Holy Bread only, but have been xowriſht at our very Tables, relieved 
by cur Hands, cloath'd by our Raiment, yer have moſt ungratefully liſt ap the heel a- 
g-inſt us, and tho our Prayers and Labours have been for them in their diſtreſs, yet 
growing fat they waxt wanton, and ſo licht at us, as to ſeck the utter vu and 4“ 
ſtraction of us; Herein filling up the Character a great Doctor gives of them; This 
nath beef the way of Apoſtates in all Ages; in the primitive Times they were the Gev- 
tiles Intelligencers, and like the Spies of old bro t up a falſe Report upon the Land, 
tor they were zo! ſatisfied (tor the moſt part) to declare their diſapprobation of 
what was really taught, believed, and practiſed among the Chriſtians ; but the 
more to countenance their Apoſtacy, not only invidioxſly repreſented, and 04i- 
cafly traduced what was really 
# ir were poſſidle to ruin tte whole intereſt, and all that belong d unto it! This 


ofeſſed, but withal invented Lies and Calumnits, *. 
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This is to crucify Chriſt afreſh, and to put him to open ſhame, and ſuch is the 
manner of them to this day; when in compliance with their occafions and tem 
tations they falt from, and renownce them, they aim at nothing more than by Mali - 
tio, ſcurrilous Repreſentations of them, and ſalſe Additions of things perveyſt, or vi- 
diculoue, to expoſe them to open ſhame and ignominy; their Language is [Ar- 
ven EY, x47 vor] we have bnown and tried theſe things, and declare cheit 
folly; 66 hoping to be believed, becauſe of their pretended experience, which 
alone is ſufficient to render them 5 with all Perſons of wiſdom and ſobriety : 
Now no Man living can attempt a higher diſhonour againſt Jeſus Chriſt in his Per- 
ſor, or in any of his ways z It had been better for ſuch Perſons, not to have known 
the way of Righte ouſpeſs, then after they have known it, to turn aſide from the 
Holy Comman i ment delivered unto them: I know not bur that ir may be as con- 
trary to the Holineſs, Righteouſneſs, and Glory of God, as the ſupreme Ruler of 
the World, to have mercy on the Devils themſelves, or thoſe chat are in He, as 
on theſe, Conſtant Obſervation hath approved the ſaying, Apoſt ata eſt oſor (ii orditis, 
great Apoſtates have always been great Perſec«tovs, in Word or Deed, according to 
their power; they are fill'd with revenge againſt (che Faithſal] as thoſe who cen 
ſure, judge, and condemn them, as guilty of the bigheſt Villany, and moſt deſperate 
wickedneſs; they know in their Hearts the . have reſerves againſt them, as 
Perſons whom the Lord will one day judge, and deſtroy, which makes them de- 
ſign, if it were poſſiole, their utter extirpation from the face of the Eatch: thoſe who 
ucifyed Chriſt in his 6wn Perſon did it but once, and could do ſo no more; theſe 
do fo every day: For what is done unto any of his for his ſake, he eſteemeth it as 
done unto himſelſ? he may | indeed } and doth indure them for a while in this AF 
World, without any viſible Tokens of his Indignation, ſatisfying his juſtice in the 
Spiritual Fudgments that are upon them, bur it is only as Veſſels of Wrath, firted ro 
deſtruction, and ſuch whoſe damnation ſlumbreth not. The unaccountable irgrati. 
nude, falſhood , prrfidy , trachery, inſolence, malignity , obſtinacy, bereſie , and in a 
Word all manner of Iniquity which ſome have diſcovered one way, ſome another, 
have been great cauſes of grief unto xs, unto me eſpecially, who once propoſed 
comfort from ſome of rheſe, moſt of them daring their converſion under my Miniſtrati- 
on, and every one of them their greareſt 1/lunination : Yer moſt truly may it be 
ſaid with reſpe& ro them, © Hear O Heavens, and give ear O Earth, for the Lord Isa. 1. 2, 3 4 
path ſpoken, I've n.ouriſht and bro't up Children, and they have rebelFd againſt me, the 
ox bnoweth bis Owner, and the Aſs bis Maſttr's crib, but Ifrael doth not know, my People 
loch not confider : Ab ſinful Nation, 4 People laden with Iniquity, 4 ſted of Evil-dvers, 
Children that ave corrupters , they hade ſo'ſaken the Lord, they have provoked the Holy 
One of Iſrael unto anger , they are gone backward. Of thoſe who frſt came out of 6. 3. Oc cerab- 
Ezypt with us: for alas, we were (as the event hath ſhown) a Mixed multitude, 1% n 
MANT were deſtroyed ot the deſtroyer for their marmuring, and indeed this han 
been the Capital Iniquity among us, for tho' ſome have been tejected for more 
external Abominations, as Wantomeſs, Drum teme, Cheating, &c. ſecretly ptactic d 
under an open guize of Religion; yet Corahiſm hath been the prevailing Sin in our 
Congregation, which hath ruin d many: This the true Churches in a# Ages, and 
nin all Places (in New-England eſpecially) have groand under, of which a fawous r obs Wil- 
| Paſtor, on his Deathtbed made a heavy complaint, when ſome Miniſters askr him fx. 
to declare ſolemnly what he thought might be the Sins which provoke the diſplea- 
ſure of God againſt che Country, his anſwer was, I have long fear d ſeveral Sins, 
whereof one is Corabiſn; that is, when People riſe up (as Cor4h) againſt their 
| Miniſters, as if they took too much upon them, when indeed they do but rule for 
Chrift, and according to Chyi/t, yer 'ris nothing for a Brother to ſtand up, and op- 
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2 without Scripture, or Reaſon the Words of an Elder, ſaying, I am not ſatis 
d; and hence he will turn bz back upon God in his Ordinances, and go away: 
With ſuch haughty Scorners we have been plagu' d, who have taught others alſo &.. 
bellion againſt rhe Lord: Inſolently abuſing their Church liberty, and Scriptural Privis 
ledges allowed by us in their utmoſt extent, and taking upon chem to caſt 


; oft Government, deſpiſe the Rulers of the Church, and all Rule, and to advance Arr. 


chy, and popular Twnults ; Of all which with the Events, we miy ſay as an Aſſembly *, 


he Congre- © We have ſai ed chrough an Æſtuation, fluxes and reffuxes of great Varicties of 


Spirits, Doctrines, Opinions, and Occurrences 3 accompanied wich powerful Per. 


ders at the Sa- ſwaſions and Temptations, to ſeduce thoſe of our way; we profeſs that the whole and 


VOY. 


Heb. 10. 25. 
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every Particle of that Faich delivered to che Saints, is, as to the propagation and 
turcherance of it by all Goſpel means, as pretious to us as our Lives; and in or 
Sphere we have indeavour d co promote them accordingly ; And yer 4 Whereas 
ſrom the beginning that of the Apoſtle hath been by ſome prophecied of us, and 20. 
plied to us, that while we promiſed (unto others) Liberty, we our ſelves would be- 
.come Servants of Corruption, and be brought in bondage to all ſorts of Faxcies 
and Inaginations; yet the wbole World may now ſee, aſter the experience of muy 
yarsrun through, that che great and gratious God hath not only kept us in that 
common Unity of the Faith, and knowledge of the Son of Go!, which the walt 


Community of Saints have, and ſhall in their Generations come unto, bur alſo in the 


ſame truths, both ſmall and great, that are built thercup2n, that any ocher of the 
brft and moſt pure reform'd Churches in their beſt times (which were their frſ 
times) have arrived unto 3 withal holding forth a proſeſſed Oppoſition unto the con. 
non Errors and Heceſies of theſe times; che whole and every of us with a holy ad- 
miration ſay, this is no other than the Lords doing, and which we wich Thankſ. 
giving do take from his hand, as a ſpecial token upon us for good; and doth ſhew 
that God is fairhful and upright towards tlioſe that are planted in his Houſe : Ir js 
true that many ſad Miſcarriages, Diviſions, Breackes, Fallings oft from che holy Or- 
dinances of. God, have along this time of Tentation (eſpecially in the beginning 
of ic) been found in our Church, many reaſons might be given hercof, that would 
be'a ſufficient Apology, withour the help of Retortion upon other Churches (that pro- 
miſed themſelyes Peace) of their more defiroying Ruptures which juſtify us, and may 
ler ve to (top their Mouths; we all know the Cauſes of the dui! and ſtupid” Piace 
[ of any] to have been carnt Incerefts, worldly Correſpondencies, blind Devotion, 
traditional Faith, eccleſcaſtic:l Tyranny : We are alſo certain, that the very ſame Pri- 
judice doth ly e as fully againſt thoſe pure Churches rais'd up by the Apoſtles them(clves, 
in thoſe firſt times; jor as we have heard of their Patience, Sufferings, Conſola- 
tiom, and the tranſcendant Gifts pour'd out, and Graces ſhining in them, ſo we 
have heard complaints of their Diviſions roo, of the forſakings of their Aſſemblies, 
as the cuſtom or manner of ſome was (which latter were in that reſpe& felones dt 
ſe;) we read of the Shipwrach allo of Faith, and a good Conſcience, and Our 
throwings of the Faith ot ſome 3 and ſtill bur of ſome, not al: which is one piece of 
an Apology, the Apoſtle again and again inſerts to future Ages, and through Mercy 
we have the ſame to make 3 and truly we take the Confidence profeſſedly to iay, 
that theſe Temptations common to the pureſt Churches of Saints, ſeparate from 
the mixture of the World, tho they grieve us (tor who is offended, and we burn 
nor ?) yet they do not ac all ſtumble us, as to the truth of our way, had they been 
many more; we ſay it again theſe ſtamble us not! yea we are not a little induced 
to think that the Dizi/rons, Breaches, &c. of thoſe primitive Churches would not 
have been ſo frequent, had not the Freedom, Liberties, and Rights of the Members 
(the Brethren we mean) been ſtared and exercis d in thoſe Churches, the (ane 
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which we Maintain, and contend for to be in ours; yea (which perhaps may ſeem 
ant flange to many) had nor thoſe Churches been conſtituted of Members in- 
!ightned further than with notional, and traditional knowledge, by a new and more 
poweriul Light, wherein they had been made Partakers of the Holy Cho ft, and the 
Haven Gift, and cheir hearts had taſted the good word of God, and the Powers 
ot the World ro come, and of ſuch Members at loweſt, there had not fal'n out 
thoſe kinds of diviſions among them; for Experience hath ſhown, that the common 
fort of meer doctrinal Profeſſors (ſuch as the moſt are now a-days) whoſe higheſt . 
Elevation is but freedom from moral Scandal, joyn'd with Devotion to Chriſt 
Z through meer Education, ſuch as in many Turks is found towards Mabomet, that i 
= theſe finding aud feeling rhemſelves not much corcern'd in the active part of Reli- 
gion, ſo they may have the honour that themſelves are approved Members, admit- 
ted to the Lords Supper, and their Children to the Ordinance of Baptiſm : they re- 
gird nor other matters (as Ga/lio did not) but do eaſily and readily give up - 
© (elves unto their Guides, being like dead Fiſhes carried with the common Stream, 
whereas thoſe that have a farther renewed Light by a work of the Holy- Spirit, whe- 
ther ſaving or temporary, are upon the quite contrary grounds apt to be b% a- 
bout. and inqui/itive into what they are to receive, and praiſe, or wherein their 
Conſciences are profeſſedly concern'd, and involv'd: And thereupon they take the 
f-12dom to examine, and try the Spirits whether of God or no, and from hence are 
more apt to diſſiti qaction, and from thence to run into divifion, and many ſuch 
proving to he inlightned, but with a temporary, not ſaving Faith, ac Jong run prove 
& Hypecrites through Indulgence unto Luſts, and then out of their Luſts perſiſt to hold 
up theſe diviſions unto breach of, oc dep zrting from Churches, and the Ordinances of 
God; and God is even with them for it, they waxing werſe and worſe, deceiving I 
ind being deceived; and even many of thoſe that are ſincere, through a mixture of 
® darkneſs and erroneouſneſs in their Judgments, are ſor « Seaſon apt, out of Conſci- 
© ence, to be led away with the Error of others which lie in wait to deceive 3 inſo- 
much that the 4poſile upon the Example of thoſe firft times, ſoreſeeing alſo the 
li Events in following Generations, upon the [ihe Cauſes, hath fer down as a rale 
& Caſe, that there muſt be alſo diviſions ; he fitly inſerts an [ALSO] in the Caſe; as 
chat which had been in his own Obſervation, and that which would be [ #7i 78 . 
the fate of other Churches, ſo prophecieth he; and he ſpeaks this as peremprtorily 
z he doth elſewhere , We muſt through many Tribulations enter into the Kingdom 
of Heaven, yea, and that all that will live godly in Chriſt Jeſus, ſhall ſuffer Perſe. 
cution; there is a [MUST] upon both alike, and we bleſs God that we have run 
= through both, and do ſay, and we fay no more; that as it was then, ſo is it zow, in 
both reſpects; however ſuch hath been the powerful hand of Gods Providence in 
* theſe which have been the worſt of our trials, that out of an approved Experience 
nnd Obſervation of the iſſue, we are able to 44d, that other part of the Apoſtles 
Prediction, that therefore ſuch Rents muſt be, char they which are approv'd may be 
made maziſeft among us; let them look to it that are the Authors ot ſuch Diſtur- 421 
bances ; we have ſeen, and daily ſee, that holy and precious Souls, and (in the 
| Holy-Gboſts Words) approved Saints, have been, and are the more rooted, and 
grounded by means of theſe ſhakings, and do continue to cleave the faſter to Chriſt 
| and the Purity of his Ordinances, and valut them the more by this coſt God hath 
put them ta, for the enjoying ot them; having been» planted in the houſe of the 
they have fouriſht inthe Courts of our God in theſe evil times, to ſhe w that the 
| Lordis upright. And this experimented Event from out of ſuch Dixi ſions, hath more 
| Confirmed us, and is a lader Apology for us, than all that our oppoſites are able from 


our breaches, toalledge to prejudice us! In truth, as one ſaid, I do not ſo much 
C 2 dread 
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Lucas Brugts- dread all our Enemies [ Apoſtates} and perſecutorz, as I fear, leſt remiſineis in our 


holy Diſcipline may prove our ruin, © It is a ſad Obſervation, verify d by Experi. 
ence, that the Congregational Church. Diſciplixe is nor ſuited for a wor Intereſt, of 
for a formal Generation of Proſeſſors, it will ſtand or fall as Godlineſs in the Power 
of ix doth prevail, ot otherwiſe; and therefore if there is a Declenſſon among us, tis 
not ro be wondred ar, for in the primitive days of, Chriſtianity it was ſo, and that 
whilſt che Apoſtles were yet living; Religion in the Power and Purity of it ſeldom 
continues loxg in one place; Many are apt to be offexded at the Evils attending a [trig 
Profeſſion of Truth, eſpecially of rhe preſent Trath, that u hich is more peculiarij the 
truth of the Age, and of the Place where by divine Providence our Lot is caſt; a; 
to which, tho my ſucceſs hath not been proportionable ro my Labowrs and Suffer. 
ings, yet I rejoyce, in that my Reward is with iny God; however for the preſer; 
I muft acknowledge, that moſt deplorable is the condition of thoſe who in this 
degentrate 4gt have the ſuperintendency of others, and ſo much the mare as a 
ple is illuminated and priziledged ; in ſuch Churches there is more kicking and 
ling, murmuring and out breaking, diſcord and diſturbance, ſpringing up 
rom Mens vitiated Minds, then where there are leſs degrees of Light and Liberty. 
Mr. Davenport. T have indeavour'd in my meaſure (as it was ſaid of one) to have a Church which 
might be as a New Feriſalem on Earth, bur in vais are all ſuch efforts during the 
Draaneſs and Apoſtacy, that cover the face of the Earth, which I expect to be yet 
greater before better times are ſeen ; The (ad apprehenſions whe:eot make me ſome- 
rlmes wiſh for a diſcharge from an Office, undertaken tho in I:tegrity, with roo much 
Inadvertency ; who is Jufficient for ſuch a charge, is a daily cry with me; and tho 
I am by many exvizd, in this difficuir Poſt, yet by none can I be thought more 
manly of, or more carne fought to be laid afide, than by my ſel. 
It will be am zing to future Impartial Ages, as tis now to ſerious thinking Pec- 
ple, to find the 2iliſt Calumnys caft upon us for our fngalarity in our natural ap- 
pearance and Non-conformity to the deteſtable effrminateneſs and winaturaineſs of mf 
Men in our day 3 and yet befides, that we do 20 other thing than what was done by 
their Fore-fathers : We are fully juſtified herein, both by the Picture and Practice 
r of Mr. Baxter, which all his votar ies (at leaſt) are deſired to chink upon, leſt io re- 
um * 5 viling US they reproach him alſo, who was indeed both derided and expoſed up 
my's Abridg- on this account, as we are by the Rabble, who in his time grew ſo riatous and ſi- 
es. rious, that a ſober Man eould hardly look for ſafety, inſomuch, that if a ſtranger in 
many places — by, chat had hot Hair, and a civil Habit, the cry was, Dom 
with the round Head : To avoid uproars of this kind, Mr. Baxter withdrew a little 
while from his Charge, as he paſſed by the corner of the Suburbs of a City, the Mul- 
titudes, tho* they knew nothing of him, cry'd, Down with the round Head , down 
with the round Head, inſomuch that he was glad to ſpury on and be gone: Great u. 
cbarit ableniſs was he acculed of, and boldneſs, in that he charged all the Churches 
of Chrift with Sin; and ſome ſaid, he did more to ſtrengthen Popery than eyer 
was done by any Papift: Yea many Miniſters in his day were branded as rigid; and 
fo repreſented in common talk, that they could not go abroad, bur they mer with 
daily Reproaches, and falſe Stories were raiſed of them; for there were a multitude 
who ſet themſelves induſiriouſly to revile, and alumni att all thoſe whom they per- 
ceived to be odious; rhe Cenſures paſt upon ſuch were barſh and ſevere, and at 
length it became modiſh ro run them ad down, as a pack of unreaſonable and in. 
tollerably humorſome Men: And is not the ſame prafiice revived by the admirers of 
this Hiftory * wherein tho ne is praiſed tor his fngularity in his Sentiments, and 
common Practice, becauſe his Garb was wonderful plam, and he required the ſame 
of all under his charge 3 yer if a Man will be like him, a right Jacob in his ordi- 
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nary Carb, and inward plaineſs, a Champion for Truth againſt #21y Oppoſers, he 

(hall meet with ſuch as will condemn him for the ſame things for which the other 

is commended: Yea is there tet a Preacher of vo fn Figure in the City. who has 

deen driven from one place to another by the ſcomdrel Rabble , While othrys who in 

a better cauſe, from as vile wretches, receive greater outrages, are cenſured for a pra- 

dent withdrawing from bratiſh ſary * How unreaſonable is this, that the ſame things *Mr. How ; 10 
by the ſame Parties ſhall be praiſed in ſon, and diſparaged in otheys ? But as one Calvin, preju- 
truly ſays * , © Men are too prone to {like things for the Perſons ſake who practice dicio viam ſi- 
them: tho they may have that to ſay, which may at leaſt ſeem ſol id and ſtrong to a bi claudunt 
conſcientious Man, how jealous God did hererofore ſhow himſelt in 47, How par- multi ne audive 
ticular in the appointment even of che ſmalleſt things? Why is it not to be thought ſaſtintant quod 
chat the ſear of the great God wit hholds them from doing what they judge would communt ju- 
offend him; and that if they err it is for ſear of erring ? Can nothing be thought dicio repudi- 
on whereto to impure their practice but petui h Humor? It is the moſt manifeſt atur, ſed tn 
and indetenfible ixjuſlici to charge the Innocent, or ſuch as we are not ſure are guilty, 4umnationem 
but it were to as good purpoſe to talk to a Storm, or to reaſon with a * hirlwina, incognitæ Do- 
or a flame of Fire as with ſome ſome Men: However it is comfortable to think, the drinæ aliorun 
Reproaches we meet with are either for ſorg d, or paſt Evils, of which one ſays, opinioni ſub- 
it is a vile and ful courſe to be raking in the lives, and eſpecially ro be grating ſcribant! 
upon the faults paſt of penitene Sirmers ; V here God hath pardon'd, What hath Man Mr. Byfeild. 


to do to impate 2 And more fully to this purpoſe another ſpeaks, © The Aſperſinę, Mr. Burroughs, _ 


and ſeeking to blaſt the credit of thoſe, whom the Lord uſeth to be inſtruments of 

good, hath been an old dividing way; many make il Interpretations, faſten i 

tlüngs, raiſe, ſoment, and ſpread R. ports upon them, whether they be true or no Fortiter ca- 
jr makes no matter: Something will flick 3 report ſay they, and we will report it; jumniate ali- 
do but raiſt a Report, be but able to ſay you heard it, or there was a Letter writ quid adhære- 
about ſuch a thing, and ſome will boldly aſſet ir, and divulge it; the very appre- Bit. 

henſon of it will prevail with many: Theſe Men ſhall bot have that eſtrem in the 

Hearts of Men as fore: Some are reſolved to pick ont whatever they can get 

Information of, tho it be things dene many years fines, when they liv'd in ſich or 

ſuch places, in times of old: An ungodly Man diggeth up an evil, and in bus Lips thert Prov. 16. 27, 
ts « burning Fire; It he hath nothing abort Ground, he will dig ſomething up, 

though it be what both by God and Man hath been buried long fince Darid was 

a reproach amongft kis Entmies but Y peci ally amongſt his Neighbours, Nehe mi ah raiſed Plal, 31. It, 
up by God for great ſervice what dirt was caſt upon him? Paul a pefiilent Fillow, | 

he and his Company wich him turned the World upfide down : What evil can be devi- * $i Tiberis aſ- 
ſed, but was fafine4 upon the Coriſtiaus in the Primitive Times “ ? Tertullian tells the cendic in May 
Chriſtians, That they were | ſanambulones)] like Men upon a Rope, if they went one nia, fi Nilzs 
ſtep awry they were in danger; fo »:row!ly did their Enemies watch them, and non aſcendit 
ſo ali cioufly did they aggravete all theis Miſcarriages. Thus the moſt eminent in arva, fi cæ- 
Athazafins was miſerably gerd, they rendred him moſt odiaus to his Friends and lum ſtetit, fi 
Strangers 3 Againſt the Waldinſts there was not one arrow in the quiver of malice, Tex mover, 
but was drawn forth and ſhot. Luther, Calvin, Beza, and the reſt, are by ſome fi fames, ſi luca, 
rendred the moſt black and vile pieces that the Earth bore ; So was Zuing/tus tra- ſtatim ad (e. 
due d *;when Men of vile contentious Spirits could not prevail againſt Mr Knoz,they ones acclama- 
fought to aſperſe him, and that ſo maliciosſly, that his liſe was in danger, accuſing tur. Terts(l, 
him for a Sermon. The ſam mealure did thoſe worthy Men of God meer with, » Tam vitupe- 
who ſought afrer Reformation in . Elizabeth's days: They call'd Mr. Cartwright au catus ab ini- 
Anabaptilt , and whatſoever Exil there was in any Opinions in thoſe times, they micis ut mi- 
faſtned it upon him. Mr. Udi was accuſed for his Life, and condemred to be rum fuir ne 


| barg'd, they wreſting his. Words to a ſeditious ſenſe 3 only in this they { viz, Diſſen- cum terra de- 
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ters]. go beyond the bitterneſs of the prelatical Party, they wreſted what was ſai 
or written: Theje ( Diſſenters) feigs what was never ſaid or Written, who are Fir. 
brands among us it nor ſuch? they take what liberty they pleaſe to calumniate, tra. 
duce, and to render us vile, to keep us down: In this they are like choſe in the 
Primitive Times, who put Chriſtians into Bears and Tygers Skins, and then ca i them 
to the Dogs to he devoured: Let the Servants of God but appear as they are, they 
will gain reſpect even from the multitude, but when «gly things are pur upon them, 
they are prepar'd to be the Objects of their ry. Some among us, can do ſome 
Men no hurt, but by offering violence firſt to theic Names, and if they be defiled, 
then they think they may do any thing with then: Of ſuch as theſe, all thac I lay 
farcher is, the Lord rebake them; as for the Servants of God, they commit their 
ways and names to God knowing that the Lord takes care of their Names as well as 
their Sou's ;z whichGod will in time juſtih, only take heed that you involve not your 
ſelves in guilt, by the readineſs of your Spirits ro cloſe wich, and take content, in 
what evil you hear of thoſe whom God accounts faithful: Indeed the Profeſſors, 
who oppoſe us have need of ſuch a caution , for they are generally Mongrels, tuch 
as for Intereſt can ſadly temporiʒe, of whom faith an honeſt Martyr, in a Letter to his 
Friend. I hope you have godly behaved your ſelf , not being as tos many be 
aa days, Mongrels, giving half to God, and balf to the World; halting on both 
Knees, going two ways; I mean ir of the Maſs Goſpellers, who are worſe than any 
Papiſts: Such with a witneſs are the prrjured Apoſtates, common Profeſſors , and 
nonſtrous Preachers of the Age. Which laſt a certain Preacher chara&erizes me. 
thinks, in his account of the Grecian Prieſts : © They ſell the Ordinances, they'l not 
atford a Baptiſm or Communion without firſt agreeing for the price, which they bold 
»p according as they diſcoyer the Devotion and Ability of their Chapmen : So that 
as one may ſay, what wich cheir Perquifices, and their Salarys, they pick up from 
the Sins of the people. act 4 little Worldly ſubſtance, 


8. 8. Cauſes of Now do l expect this my plain ſpeaking, will offend ſome. For as one ſaid ; When 


L amentation 


Mr. R. 7. 
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the true Prophet detect and diſparage rhoſe that are falſe (diſſenting from all the o- 
ther Prophets) than thoſe that adhere to the jalſe are offended at ir, and ſeek advan- 


tages againſt the true Prophets, they cannot bear that it ſhould be ſaid, their Pro- 


phets are fooliſh, follow their own Spirit, play the Foxts, are Liars, Seducers, daub 
with untempered Mo ter, c. tho God knows nothing can be more true, inſomuch 
that I xeither wonder zow at what à certain cry'd-up Preacher told me formerly; 
That ** feweſt Miniſters are ſav'd of any Calling, nor yet at what another prints, that 
© one of the Antients was wont to ſay, he often wondred how it was poſſible that 
any Miniſter ſhould ever be ſav d. Great Temptations they lie under to deal decuur- 


* I;be the un- ſally for a Livelyhood; moſt of them cannot dig, and are aſhamed to beg, * and 


juſt Sreward, 
42 16.3. 
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+ As Mr. How tender in cenſures of faithſul Ralers of one kind or another, by 


ſays in Mr. 


Meads Funeral Tem ; 
Sermon, Ia. the more plentiful Effuſion of the holy Spirit. In truth Preſeſſion is ac ſuch a leu 


32. 15. 


therefore abate of Gods Law, that they may be taken unto Mens houſes ; In very 
Grirf of Spirit I ſpeak this, nor triumphing over, but compaſſionating of them; 
moſt men are prejudic'd to faithful Preachers which proves a Snare to many; either 
conſtraining them (as it were for a ſpar? therein,) to prophecy of Wine and ſtr 

Drink; or eiſero aſſume more Power to themſelves than is juſt, which has made ſo 
many Presbjterian Paſtors in Independent Churches; or they are tempted to abandon 
their Callings 3 as ſome have done who RS more Exerciſe wich a turbulent Peo- 
ple, than moſt are aware of; *I muſt own [ have been taught (as by Thorn) to be 
ing the weight of a 
Paſtoral Relation, few know the difficulty of having to do with variety of Spirits, 
s, Humours, ec. in theſe worſt of times; which will grow yet worſe till 


Ebb, and Profeſſors are ſo very corrupt, that a righttous Soul cannot but (with Let) be 
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vext v, to behold Peoples ualawſul Deeds; +* M41 wearing m0 0:5 and hoid Fir- **fagan” ts 
riwigs, and Women, Borders Falſe-locks, and ſuch like whoriſh Faſhions, whereby the 4ſt ro and ſro- 
Anger of the Lord is kindled againſt this finful Land! Many appear ware lip Chriſti- F As fays Mr, 
ans who honour not Chriſt in their Lives ; ſome talk of Doctrine, but Diſcipline moſt Mather, 
abhor ; Moſt Religion now-adays lies in Parties and Prating 3 they that can talk 
moſt, that are the loudeſt tinkling Cymballs, are taken for the beſ# Chriſtians by 
ſuch as meaſure Religion more by Souxd than Subſtance, the Religion of many Lies 
in great [welling Words of Joy, Peace, Eternal Union to Chriſt, and Communion 
with God, while yet their ſenſual avd wnnatzral Converſation, gives the Lie to all cheir 
goftering Words, diſcovering their Religion to be but a glittering on ide without in · 
ward vital power, I cannot but think now what once I could ſcarce believe, that 
there are many real Antizomians, of whom I muſt ſay, as good old FACOB, 0b my 
Soul, come not thou into their Secret, unto their Aſſembly, mine honour be not thou united! 
Naming theſe Evils, calls to mind what a rat man often told me, © Thar he be · Mr. Colt. 
lieved God would break a! Churches for their Corruptions, truly I ror only ex- 
ct Deſolation on ethers, but I alſo wiſh it fall not on our ſelves, when I ſee e221 047 
wild Grapes 3 I ſhall be more ſadden'd than ſur priʒed if the Hedg of the Covenant be 
remov'd from a provoting Veople ! Sure Iam, I have laboured only at the propaga- 
tion of Truth, Yo far have I been from ſecking my (elf, that I ve loft my beſt worldg 
Friends, becauſe I could not keep them with the Truth, yer I repine not herear, 
knowing I have made the beſt choice, in keeping truth, tho with reproaches, rather 
than parting with it for Riches 3 Through infinite Grace I can (as one) ſay wich a 
good Conſcience, 4 That I both have done, and will do my Duty, ſo that if the 
Chriſtian Community, to which I ſtand related, ſhould through the Corruption of ics 
Members, and Gods Juſt F#dgments thereon, which God forbid, moulder, decay, 
and be enfeebled, broken, diſpirited, and ruin'd in great part, this ruin ſhall not 
reſt under my hand. Tis true (as a dying Preacher ſaid) I have had my infir- Mr. Mayo, 
mities, and flill haze, but my »eart bath been right wich God as to the main, and [ 
look for the Mercy of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt unto Eternal Life; Now having ſpoke Mr. Mathers 
theſe things, I bow my Knees unco the Father of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, in humble Ichabod. 
Thankfulneſs for his Mercy in giving me to bear this my Teſtimony to his Truth. I 
ſometimes bope, that I have not long to be in this exil World. But if I muſtbe ſo 
inhappy as to remain here longer, 1 look for Perſecution; If wonderful Revolutions 
in the World preve..t not, upon the whole Proteſtant Intereſt, in all probability a 
Story is coming; And what Reaſon have I ro promiſe my ſelf an Exemption from 
Sufftring in it? I do not mean only Perſecution by the wicked Pens and Tongues of 
men in which I have had a ſiagular ſhare : But I expect that the days are approach- 
Ing, when Snares will be laid for my Lifez as in the late Reign, tre iſonable things, 
nete by the vileſt of men ſorg d againſt me; And why not, as well as againſt or Mr, 
Chriſt? Who am 1 that I ſhould chink co eſcape with better Uſage, in and from a 
nalignaut World? I thank the Lord Jeſus Chriſt who has wade me willing (if he 
ſhall ſee nett fo far to favour and honour me) to part with my Liſe 3 in bearing wit- 
nels to the glorious ways cf the Lord. However it ſhall be, in delivering the Meſſa« 
£ts God has ſent me with; I have delivered my own Soul, and can now lay down my 
head in Peace, until which much de ſir d time it is no wonder that I ferzent!y cr 
out with David, Oh that Thad Wings like a Dove, for then would I fly away and be at w4 3 
lo then would 1 wander ſar off, and remain in the Wilder nes Selen? I would haſten v5 55" 
ticape from the windy Storm and Tempeſt, FOR I bave ſeen violence and rife in the City, 
wiſchief alſo and ſorrow art in the midſt of it, wickcant)s i in the ni dſt therrof, deceit and 
tule depart not from ber Streets 5 Wo i nt that I ſojourn in Meſc ch, that I dwell in the PC:1, 122, 


Tents e Kedar, my Soul bath long dweit with them tl at batt Peace, ] an ſer Peace, but 
when 


NG The PREVTACHE. 
when I ſprab they ave for War ; Sure Tam, my great Lahour hath been for Peate in x 
rue Goſpel way, that we might be firff pure, and then peacable, that we might ſeek 
Truth and Peace, as God directs, but when we ſpe:k of rhefe together, then are pro- 
feſſois for War, for every right work a man is envy d of his Neighbours, and though 
ſome cf them ſpeak peaceably, and their words are ſmoother than huittr, yet War is in 
their heart, and they are as drawy Swords, A daily experience of theſe Evils, with 
a deep dApprebenſion of the Judgments im pen ing on ſuch a People, both make me 
we of anabode here, to which only Senſe of D:ty for the preſent confines me, aud 
[cr. 9. cauſe me to renew my Deffres with Jeremiah, On that I bad in the Wilderneſs, a lods- 
ing place of a way-ſaving man, that I night leave this ptople, and go ſrom them; for! 


Chap. 0. am perſwaded, as from the Lord, that a Sword (ſome deſolating Judgment) is con. 
ing «pon the Cities, upon the Lyars, upon the mingled people, and npontheir Treaſure; 
it is tine therefore for the people of God according to his Command, at leaft, to e. 
Ha, 25. ter into their CHAMBERS, and (hut their doors abaut them for a little Moment, until tht 


Indignation be over paſt, for babold the Lord cometh out of bis place to punifh the Trhabi. 
tants of the Earth fo1 their Iniquity, the Earth JIſo (hall diſcloſe her Blood, and ſhall 15 
as Dr. Omen more cover her Slain, No wonder then I ſay, it I labour after a local Mutation * or Sepa- 


calls it. retion, which I have ſo long covered from City Company, and Service, for a more pri- 
vate Life, in which I may mntermeddieAvith all Wiſdom as far as may be from the 
noiſe and diſtaſte of a people, as much diſliked by, as diſguſted at me, as to «hom 
T uſe the Words of a certain Writer, © This their diſguſt could never have laid hold 
* of me in a better time, for [ am really as ſick of the World as peeviſhueſs irs ſelf can 
« be of me, and having ſtood all prof both of my fidelity ro my Maſter, and ot my 
« Trt-grity, in deſpight of mine Enemies, I Il eene berake my (elf to the quietiſt wy 
« of making my eſcape out of this impious and trapanning World into a berter. 
5 6. An 4p9- Now after all, I know many will 1 ght whatſoever is ſaid by a Man run down, 
logy. with a Doſt thou tech ur, and knowſt not Letters, a meer Ięneramus? To which I.. 
21192123"; tur in the Words of another. am one deſirous of Knowledge, tho' poſſe/t of lc. 
tho not tle; and I dare aſſure all cenſorions Pedantichs, that I have as great a Yeneration and 
oh UA ng Efteem for Learning and Science, as a Man ought to have. I am nor ſo ignorant as to 
Icnorentiam hoaſt of Knowledge, nor yer ſhall che cauſe ſuffer by my diſability, but rather gain 


_ repute by my weakneſs ; for if ſuch a pitiful, ignorant Fellow can ſay ſo much, what 
ns ny 1 Ig · might be ſaid by a Man ot Parts and Lale, with the proſpe & of 23 to ſpurt 
225 on flagging indaſiry; but to let this paſs, tis under a ſenſe of my own unacceptablent; 
that I have choſe to deliver my mind frequently in the Expreſſions of others, rather 
than my oN, and tho' it is much eaſier for me to expreſs my mind in my om 
Words, than to order the Sayings of others, yet ſhall I nor repine at this Labour, if 
the Reader per any pleaſure or profit hereby, both which he will find, if he read 
with a mind to receive not contradidt the Truth, | 
9. 7. Conclul- But manum de tabula, tis high time to have done, and therefore here ! 
on, break off, with my earreſt deſires for the ſe:ond Coming, and glorious ap- 
pearance of Our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, with «/l his Saints, to ſer up his Ring- 
dom with Power, in which he will take vengeance of all his Adverſaries, and 
give reſt to his ſaithſul Followers, who with him ſhall ſolemnize the Millenium Sab. 
batiſm, or Thouſand Tears Reſt, that Bleſſed Preludium, or Inlet to the Eternity of 
J. d. Comenius Felicicy, for which I groan like an Old Conſeſſor. Come Lord Jeſus, refor: to 
thy Churches the Bands of Unity, reſtore the beauty of Order, reſtore the reverence 
of their G3vernmen:, reſtore the fervor of thy Spirit, that the Kingdom of God may 
ſuffer violence as ot old: OR if this % Age be paſt cure and incorrigible, take 
down the Stage of the World, that we may enter upon that Bleſſed Kingdom, where 
ſhal! be V:ity without diſtraction; Order without confuſion, Love without inter- 
miſſion, and Ge4 fhall be all in all, for ever and ever. Amen, 
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; R EVEL, HI. 4. 

| ; Thou haſt a few Names even in Sardis , which have 
| mot defiled their Garments, and they ſhall walk with 
me in white, for they are worthy. 


HE ſeveral Epiſtles to rhe ſeven Churches (as ſome emi- Dr. More: 
nent Men have juſtly affirm'd) are not only Hiſtorical but Pr. Manton 
Prophet ical; they not only. ſuit the ſtare of the particular Kc. « 
Churches ro which they were firſt directed, but they were © 

1 alſo meant to repreſent the univerſal State of the Churches 

of Chriſt, to rypifie a/! Churches in all Ages, from Chriſt's Aſcention, 

| to the Bleſſed Millenium, or New Feruſalem Glory, in ſeven Epocha's 


p or Periods of time, is the Church State till the time of the end here 
ſpoken of; under the fifth of which our Lot is caſt [the Sardian Church 


State, or the time of ſeeming Reformation] in which Profeſſors have 2 Tim 2. 5; 
© the form, and yet deny the Power of Religion, And here, in this Epi- * 96 
ſtle ſo nearly reſpecting us, I obſerve ſix things, 
Firſt, A ſharp Cenſure given by Chriſt unto the Angel of the Churth in v. 1. 
} Sardis, write theſe things ſaith he which bath the ſeven Spirits of God, © 
And the ſeven Stars; I know thy Works that thou haſt a name that thou li- 
| weſt and art dead; for all that thou pretendeſt to Life and Reformation, 
# thou baſt abundance of diſorder and deadneſs in thee, 
| Secondly, We have ſuitable Counſel adminiſtred hereon, Be watchful v. 2. 3. 
und ſtrengthen the things which remain, that are ready to die, for I have 
not found thy Works perfect before God, remember therefore how thou haſt 
received, and heard, and hold faſt , and repent ; this advice taken and 
followed will prove your ſure cure. | | 
| Thirdly, A ſevere Commination is added: If therefore thou ſhalt not v. 3. 
* watch, I will come upon thee as a Thief, and thou ſhals not know what hour 
I will come upon thee ; if counſel mend you nor, this Curſe will conſume 
| you, and that ſuddenly, | | 
| Fourtkly; Follows a ſweet Commendation of the Faithful, Thou haſt 
a few Names even in Sardis , which have not defiled their Garments, and v. 4+ 
| they ſhall walk with me in white, for they are wortby. Notwithſtanding 
all thy evils, I muſt commend what vertue and good there is in the 


7 tew Faithful found with thee, { 


| Fifthly, Satisfying Conſolation is hereon offer d to each of thoſe few | 
-zirbful 3 He that overcometh, the ſame ſhall Le cloathed in white raiment, + 5: 


nd I will not blot out hn Name out 4 the Both of Life; but I will _— 
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i wis 

And art 

Krege at Temas 

caſe they amend not; if cherefore theu ſhalt not watch, I will came on thee 


as if our Lord had, id, tho I've found fault with thee righteouſly, 


Have hled their Garments, 75 there are or left, chat thro grace 

caped the Pollutions of the World, and they ſnall walk with me: 

in mbite, for they are worthy : Chriſt will not let what is good in any 

2 — bis commendation, where there is a godly care and gbedience 

covered, he will bring in his Euge, wall done thau good and faithful 
Servant ; if there is bur a little [ ſome good thing] —— 


1 AT, | 4 en ie 
Chriſt will commend and cheriſh it; and o ſhould all Chriſtians praiſ 


and commend what is good in am, much more the ſingular Verrues 


el dhe few deſpiſed Servants of Chriſt, In this Comumendation chere are 
| Ag ableryable. 1 | 
I, e paucity or fewneſs of the Faithful , bow baſt-a few, not 
wan) ; che number of the Faithful is bur mall. 
„ Their pa is told us, how haſt a few Names; a few hold 
Men chau haſt har ate willing to ge ug their Names xo whe Lord, 
when 
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chen the wet of Profeſſors are in a Statè of corruption; when ths 
| Univerſatizty” of Profeſſion is brongtir very low]; yer a few there are 
that will devote their Names to Chriſt, that under all Oppoſition, dare 
ſay, Let our Names be wrir fot Chriſt, a. fem and only 4 fem there ate, 
erxpreſt by name, who ſubſcribe their Names to the Lord. 


; jn x Church State, yea in a State of Reformation, there are but a few 
will give up their Names fully to Chriſt, and yet a few there ate in | 
ſuch places. | 


(3) 


(3.) Their place is remarkable, thou haſt & few Names even in Sardis : 


— — — . 
— — - — — 


(a. We hear of cheir Purity, thou haſt a fem Names even in Sardis; 


| that have not defiled their Garments ; the peculiar Sin of this Sardimm 
Church State lies in Profeſſors defiling their Garments, their Næruram, 
their Spiritual Garments; but a few are kept from this vile pollution. 


have made it: our to ſomerof you, Thar the ſeven Churches, ſeven 
Horns, ſeven Spiriti, ſeven Seals; ſeven Thunters, ſeven Trumpets, and 


| ſeven Viale, all anſwer to ond another, they are coremporaty , they 
| coincide one wich another, at the ſame time thax any of the ſeven 

* Church States begins, then commences and coincides the Parallel Horx, 
Spirit, Seal , Thunder, Trumper, and Vial; now! (as I have formerly- 
evinded and ſome of great Name have affirm'd) We live in the-fifth- 
| Church State, and therefore the fifth Horn, Spirit, Seal, Thunder, Trum“ 


pt, and Val appertain to us: Lock then, what the fifth Tramper 


| Sounds ſuits us, in this Samuian Church State, and What is that? But 


the: diſmal diſturbance of Locuſts, unnatural and monſtrous Preachers, Rev. 9. 1. 
and Profeſſors, ſuch as having chang d the ruf of Nature, and being eo 12. 

ſet on fire of Hell (for they came out of the bottomleſs Pit, to whith Rom. 1. 26. 
they ate returning) do thingi which are aguinſt Nature; among other Jam. 3. 6. 
their abominations, they wear hair, which even Nature teacheth them 

is ſhameful for Men to wear. Hair a the Hair me I] This is the * So ſays 
Sin peculiar to this Church State, that Men defile themſelves with Mr. Hall Mr. 
unnatural Garments; this abomination is ndt to be confin'd to Turks, Alſop , &c. 
geſuti, & c (ro whom ſome poor guilty wretches would fain turn o- they that Ruf- 
ver all their Sins) but ii extends to Profeſſors in general, ſave only that fle in their 
from this ſpreading abomination, a few Faithful are preſetved, who ing Per- 


are here praiſed in the Text; thou haſt a few Names even in Sar- riwigs look 
4s that / have nor defiled their Garments. = — 


5. We ſee their preheminente, or the adrantage that theſe gloriſy d 
ones ſhall have above all others; they ſhail walk with me (ſaith Chriſt) —— — 
in white; for - they" are worthy; they keep themſelves clean; and they the botromleſs 
ſhall be priviledged with white Raiment' as Conquerors; __ having Pic, 


by Grace maintain'd the Law! of God, and Nature, ſhall be Crown'd 
| with Glory hereafter. X 


Thus we have the ſiam of rhe Text, thou haſt a fem [and but a few] 
Name ¶Perſons eminem for Profeſſon] in Sardis [even in a reformed 
Church State] that have nor/defiled their Garments ; [they hate even Jud. 23. 
the Garment ſpotted with the- Fleſſi; therefore] they ſhall walk with me a 


2 in 


Joh. 11? 15. 


Amos 7. 5. 


Mat. 7. 13. 


(43 
zn white, for they are worthy ; [they ſhall have ſpecial priviledges being 
my peculiar ones, my ſpecial Treafure.] The more particular mean. 
ing of all theſe things, ſhall hereafter, God willing, be explained to you 
by Scriprure, the only true Expoſitor of Scripture. It is only the firſt of 
theſe five things that falle under our preſent conſideration, the paucity or 
the fewneſs of the Faithful in the Sardian Church State; thou haſt a few 
Names, ¶but a few, a little number, a ſmall and inconſiderable ap. 
pearance] even in Sardis Cin a Church that talks big, and prerends to 
Life and Reformation; yer even there, thou haſt but a few that are 
right, faithful, true Believers, and accepted of Chriſt} whe have not 
defiled their Garments, | Natural and Spiritual. ] Marvel not my Friends 
at ir, but be aſſur d, that it is a truth worthy of all acceptation, that 
even in a time of ſeeming Reformation, there are but a few fuch 
as keep their Natural and Spiritual Garments undefiled : The Locuſt; 
of the Age bring for their excuſe, the multitudes in their deteſtable 
faſhions, Indeed, there are but few, few are left now, that have not 
defiled their Garments ; but let them enjay the moſt, our care it ſhould 
be to be found of the few beſt: There is hardly any Subject you need 
more to hear of then this; therefore in ſpeaking of it I may allude to 
out Lord's Phraſe ,. I am glad for your ſakes, to the intent that you may 
believe, of an occaſion to explain this point, that you may have your 
faith in Cbriſt, and his ways confirm d, notwithſtanding the fewneſs. 
of his Followers; there is hardly a greater prejudice the Devi raiſes 
againſt thoſe that walk in the ways of Chriſt, thon that the true Pec- 
ple of God are bur few, and truly the ſmallneſs of their number, their in- 
conſiderableneſs is a great diſcouragement in the Spirit of Saints them- 
ſelves, when they conſider that Jacob is ſmall, they are preſently apt 
with deſpondency to ery out, Jacob is ſmall, by whom ſhall he aft ! 
therefore the fewnelſs of Chriſt's Followers, I would diſcover to you 
that we may be confirm d, not ſhaken in our Faith by their paucity or 
fewneſs ; what ſome Object to the true Profeſſors of Chriſt, none of 
the great ones are of your fide, you have bur a few poor inconſiderable 
Creatures with you; this is rather a Proof of being in the righe, then 


any caule of Suſpit ion or Cenſure, Chriſt's Flock is but poor and little, 


few find the narrow way to Heaven, while Crowds-run to Hell in the 
broad way: This Truth is obvious, that Chriſt's true intereſt is low, 
Jacob is (mall, Saints are few, of this therefore ſhall ſpeak that we 
may have evil thoughts removed from our Spirits, that we may not be 
prejudiced againſt the ways of Chriſt, nor diſcouraged in them, becauſe 
of the fewneſs of the true Followers of Jeſus Chrift : A threefold conſi- 
deration 1 ſhall rake up, which will tend wonderfully to ſtrengthen 
our Faith about this; from Holy Writ, we ſhall conſider. the State of 


the Church in time PAST, the PRESENT time, and time TO COME, 


by which view we ſhall ger a clear underſtanding and certainty of this 
ruth, that Chrift's true Followers are bur few.; So it u, / hath been, 
and will be till the Reſtitution of all things. «ol 
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PAST, in Ages that are gone; it ſeems harſh Doctrine ro many that 
few have been ſav'd, that moſt of Nations have been loſt, rejected, and 


miſerable for ever; this ever hath been matter of evil ſurmize in the 


minds of many, and hath raiſed in them grear prejudices againſt rhe 
Truth of Chrift, but ſuch conſider not that God hath expreſly told us 


diſhonour, that he may glorify his Juſtice, and Power in their deſtructi- 


on, as he hath made Veſſels of Mercy to glorifie hy Grace in their Salva- 


tion; and theſe laſt we ſhall find all along to have been bur a few, if we 
conſider time paſt, which we will divide into four Stages or Periods, 
that by an orderly overlooking the foorſteps of the Flock in time paſt, 
we may be pleaſed in following them, and being conform'd to them in 
their paucity at the preſent time | | 

FIRST Conſider we the Flock of God before the Flosd, How was it 
then? Was God's Church great, numerous and vaſt then? Alas! fax 
from it, as you may ſoon ſee in the firſt nine Chapters of Geneſi: : I ſhalf 
not turn to them diſtinctly, time will nor permit: J will only give you 
a bare Hiſtorical Relation out of them, which ſuch may remember as 
are in any meaſure acquainted with the Scripture: In thoſe Chapters, 
you ſhall find but a few Eminent Saints before the Flood ; but a few are 
mentioned with Honour as faithful ro Chriſt, We read of ABEL, a 
worthy Man, and the firft Martyr for Chriſt after the Creation: SETH 
is likewiſe nam'd as another godly Man rais'd up in his ſtead :. We 


| read of ENOCH who walkt ſo exceeding cloſe with the Lord, that the 


I. Let us confider how it hath been with the Flock of Chrift in time 


in his Word, That he will turn Nations [whole Nations altogether] * 17 


into Hell that forget him; God hath as well made Veſſels of Wrath unto £2 


Om. 9. 22, 


” 
vo 


Lord would not ſuffer him long ro continue on the Earth, bur took 


him ro himſelf: To theſe add: [a fourth] NOAH, and you have the 


names of thoſe that were moſt eminent, and worthy in their Generation 
for their godlineſs and fidelity ro Chriſt. I do nor ſay , Thar theſe 


four were the whole maſs of Believers at that time: Bur this I fay , 
theſe are chiefly dignify'd by name for their ſpecial Service for God. 
Indeed we have hopes of the Heads (at leaſt) of the Patriarchai Line 
from Seth, yea, and of their Sead, that many of them were faithful to 
God, tho' moſt of thoſe were dead, and (as we ſhall ſee anon) the 
whole Maſ5 of Men grew miſerably corrupt, and vitiated now. to- 


wards the End of the World, the Sons of God [thoſe that were fo by Ger, 6. 


Profeſſion and Church Priviledpes] were grown ſo vitious by their car- 
nal and unlawful Marriages out of the Church, that God could no 
longer hear with them; bur that we = conttact the Hiſtory of the 
Old Wor id into a very ſmall compaſs. Let me only turn you to en- 
Scriprure , where you ſhall ſee how inconſiderable the number of the 


Faithful was, when the old World was come to its End, which ſeme- 1 Per. 3. 20 


times were diſobedient , when once the long ſuffering of God waited in the 

days of NOAH, whilſt the Ark was preparing, wherein few (ay few in- 

deed) Eight. Souls mere ſav'd by. Water; Eigbt, and no more were * 
| v 


- FR 
by Water! Tis the- opinion of - ſome Learned; Men, that the World 
Was ws RR) Eload, came, then ever it was ſince ;; te 
World. had then ſtood: Fifteen hundred Years, and Men being more vi- 
gorous and ſtrong, more healthy and long liv d then nam, they were 
in. all probability much more ftuitful; ſo that we may eaſily judge the 
World to be more full of Inhabirants ar that erme then nam; and: yer 
out of this vaſt: multitude a fem, that is, but Eig hi Perſons were ſav d, 
all the reſt-periſh'd in the Fd; ſome are ready to ask, Heber al 
the reſt were damu d T anſwer in the expreſs Words of Scripture, and 
that is ſufficient to · ſtop all gainſaying; the Spirits that were THEN: diſ: 
obenient.; are NO in Priſon, all that periſnt by: that Flood were diſo- 
bedient, and thoſe are ſaid to be nN. in Priſam: Chriſt; by his- Spirit 
in Naab Preach d unto the Spirits in Priſan: Chriſt did not preach 
unto them when they ware in Priſan, but when alive upon the Earth: 
Chriſt by his Spirit in Noah preach'd then o them, who: nomfor their 
diſobedience have their Spirits Impriſon din Hell; for wechelieve n 
Purgatery after this Life 5 tho. the Papiſis would: vainly foiſt it in Up» 
on us from this place; the / drift of: which1is oni to ſhew ,_ thar: all the 
Spirits that were alive upon. the Earth, when, the Flood came (all ſave 
the Eight ſaved ones) are nom in the Priſonrof Hall for their diſobedi- 
ence: By.Noab's preaching they were not perſwaded to repent, be- 
lieve, and come to Chriſt, and therefote they are now in Priſon; out 
of che whole World but Eight Souls were ſav d, the reſt of the World, 
rhe vchole maſs of Mankind, is call'd h / Niarid of tho Ungoaꝶ by Peter, 
and wicked Men by. Hliphax, who were not qu by Cod., but ſent 
down to- Deſtzuftion.. There can hardly any thing in the World ap- 
pear-ſo uncharitalle as Noah's preaching ſeemed to be: It was as if he 
had ſaid not a Soul: upon the face of the Earch ſhall enter ma Hea - 

ven · that doth not come into my Ark, all that: are not in my Ark 
ſhall be darun'd. How uncharitable: ſeem d. thisnin Ma to conſine 
Salvation to his. Ark, yet here alſo Perer ; conſines it, when he tells us, 
all the. reſt but. the Eighe Souls ſaved by. Water in the Ark, the whole. 

Af the Ongod(y are nom in Priſam; nane huti of the fame Faith 
and, Way wich Noah could go to Heaven ; that none of another Faik 
and. Way but. chat · profeſt in his Family, which conſiſted but of Eighe 
Perſons-ſhould be ſaved This: was: Noab's Preaching, by which he 
is ſaid to condemn all the World, bue thoſe of bis own Family and Faith; 

a ſtrange uncharitable ſort· of Preaching it ſeemd no doubt, that none 
ſnould be ſav d bus thaſe of his own Family But as, ſtrange as;this:is, 
I dare believe hat God ſaith in the Scripture againſt: all the Contra - 
dictions of Men: And he there tells us, All tha reſt ane in Priſon, that 
is, in Hell, for their diſobedience in Noahs time ; yea as ſtrange as 
chis may ſeem to us, not only was it ſo chen in the beginning, hut it 
ſhall be ſo again in the End of the World g for our Lord hath told us, 
4 it was-in the days .of NOAH, /o ſpall it beat abe coming:of ' the Sow of +. 
Man, a moft-awful Prediction of the Son of: God 1, which "—_— | 
| e 
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me moſt ſolemn RefieBien from us the Sons of Men! But to pals 


on to anocher Stage of time paſt : 

The SECOND D Part of time paſt roche conſiderid is che time from the 
Flood, till the Som of God cume into the World, all which time we ſhall 
find che Church to be very ſmall, and few: indeed afrer the Flood the 
World grew very populous; Ged commanded them to encreaſe and 


multiply, and — did, and they encreaſed in Prephaneſi as falt as in Gen. 11. 


Poſteriey ; for we. find, that ſoon aſter the Flood, Prephaneſi got! to ſo 
great a heigth, that che.ovbele-H/arkd. ſeem'd to conſpite in the moſt au- 
dacious Fact againſt Gad, to attempt building a Tower co Heaven, 
which might ſeerue them from ai ſecond deluge, but the Lord ſcorn'd 
their folly, and ſcarrerd ir, and them ſor their daring wickedneſs, which 

yer / ſtopt not here, but erept even into the beſt Famih in the World, 


— Shem's Family, into iHeber's Race, into Terah's Houſe, yea unto Jo. 24. 2. 


Abrabam himſelf ; Ts ke alfo, with the reſt of the World, was become 


Ideleerous, tho he was the dbief Perſon of the Ele& Line: How ſmall Iſa. 51. 1. 2. 


then, do you chin the 2xxe Church muſt be > We ſhould hardly credit 
it if che — had not ſpoken git, Hearben· unco me, ſaith = ＋ 
e that fallow <fver Raghteoumeſs, ye that ſeek;the Lord, 7 4 the 4 
. hewn, ant. RG the Pit e 
om w come : Qtiginally, you are apt. to 
cauſe of your 2 but be not ſo, look to your Moree 
ſmall that was ; you will hardly believe how Small a g.yau 
had, look to your Riſe:ſrom whence you ſprung ; Laok —— 
your "Father, anti unte Sarah that bare you, for L. called e ab be ; 
to 


| HAM was che ent Man that God call'd-ur..of at che W 


bis peculiar Friend and Favoxite : There Nas indeed about this tung. 
one Melchiſedec,of whole Gene alegy, Sneceſs or Increaſe e read 1 5 
chat he might be the greater Type of Chriſt: But the Scripture. 
pany told us, God 0 Abraham alone, he was the onh Man whom - 
God choſe out of che whole World, te lay: rhe Faundation of a Church 


l dr and of his Family alone for a long time, the viſible Church 


diſtind from all the Families of the Harth. At firſt Gad 
call d 2 himſelf when he was ſingle, and had no Palterizy at 
all, there was then any he and his Wife Lare: when, 17 Lord fix d 
upon Noah, there were Eight Souls in all, Cumſelſ, his Wife, his r hrae 
Sons, and their #7ves $] but When the Lord call d Abrabam fiſt , be 
call'd him alone, he had xo Children; and tho the Lord at len th in- 
creaſed him wonderfully, yet for about «wo Hundred Tears, the Church 
flouriſnt into no more than Seventy ifive Souls, Men, Women and -Chil- 
dren : This was {Summa Totals} the phole number of che Church. at 
that time; all che reſt of the World were Infdels and Unbehevers : 2 
There was not a Co „Toague, or Nation in the whole World 
where che Name of the was known and ador'd aright, 5 but only 
in that Family of which Seventy and five Sculs was chen the Sum To- 


tal. Tis true, in about Two hundred Years after this, the Church 


enctea- 


Exod. 12.37. 


K 


encreaſed | in nũmber do about Siæ hundred thouſand Men, beſides Wo. 


men and Children; yer ſmall will the true Church appear, if we 
conſider, r. How ſmall God's favourite Nation of the Fews was 


compar d to all the reſt of the Nations in the World: And, 2. How 


ſmall was the number of che Faithful in the Church compar'd with 


thoſe that were reprobate among them. 


Dut. 7. 6. 7. 


1. Conſider how ſmall the Jewiſh Nation was, compar'd to all the 
reſt of the Nations in the World; then we ſhall wonder that God 
would chuſe ſuch an inconſiderable number only for himſelf; thou art 
(ſaith he) a Holy People to the Lord thy God; the Lord thy God hath cha- 


ſen thee to be a ſpecial People to himſelf, above all the People that are ups 


on the fagggf the Earth; they had ſpecial Favours from God; they 


were thagzh People in all the World peculiar to him; bur ſay you, 


Were not theſe the moſt populous Nation in the World, the moſt 
'numerons People that God thus choſe and grac'd ? Nothing leſs, as 
appears by what follows; the Lord thy God did not ſet hu love upon you, 
nor ehuſe you, becauſe you were more in number than any People, far 
ye were the feweſt of all People: We generally rake Judea to be a ſpaci. 


dus and large Country, when yer ths [land in which we dwell [Great 


Brirtain] tho' it be very ſmall in compariſon to the reſt of the World, 


' haply contains more Ground than all Fudes ; an inconſiderable People 
were they in number, the feweſ? of all People in the World, yer theſe 


Act. 17. 30. 


winked, but nom he commandeth all Men every where to repent 


were the only Favourites of Heaven, and the reſt of the World lay neg- 
lected by God: Hence it is faid , at the times of this Ignorance God 
/ : This 
Text hath been miſerably abus d by ſome, who repreſenting God like 


to themſelves, fancy he wink d, and het winks ar Peoples Sins, and lets 
them alone in them, without ever deſigning to call them to an account 


2 Cor. 5. 10. 


the Word is elſewhere read, 


for them; but as this conceit is moſt wicked, unjuſt, and unbecom- 
ing of God, ro whom all Men ſhall give an account of all things done in 
the Body whether good or evil; (0 it is a miſerable wreſting of the Text, 
the Greek Word here [vT*eSor] fignifies ſuch. an overlooking as is 
uſed in ſcorn and contempt; and to the Text tells ns, That God fcorn'd 
to take notice of the greateſt part of the World, he neglected them as 
e regarded them not, til Chriſt came 
in the Fleſh, he confin d the Church moſtly to Abraham's Race; but 
now indeed, he gives any Nation the liberty of repenting and turning 
to him by Chriſt ; he reſerved this great Bleſſing of breaking down 
the Partition Wall, and bringing the Gentiles into a Church Relation to 


Mat. 28. 19. the days of Chtiſts Incarnation: Therefore go (ſaith Chriſt) now, and 


only 


teach all Nations ; before, few Abraham's. a_ had a Church 


Relation ro him, all rhe reft of rhe World was neglected by him, and 
lay in rheir Sins, the Few:ſh Nation alone excepred, and that was but 
ſmall : This is a juſt account of the Church in general, as taking in 
the whole Narion of the Fews, which ſhews how few the Church con- 


Aiſted of in old Times, but we have another confideration to add, which 
| | — 
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yer * then this, to ſhew how few Chriſt's Followers have 
| een in old Times. | 
2. Conſider, the Faithful in the Church were the leaſt part of it, 


moſt inconſiderable was the number of the Faithful in the Church; 


the whole Nation was the ſmalleſt of Nations, but the number of the 
Faithful came infinitely ſhort of the whole Nation: ESAIAS alſo cri- Rom. 9. 27. 
eth concerneth Iſrael, (well what doth he ſay?) the the number of the 
Children of Iſrael be as the Sand of the Sea, yet a remnant ſhall be ſav'd, 
a remnant only , but a remnant : Now, What is this remnant to the 
whole Nation? And what is even the whole Nation in compariſon to 
the reſt of the World ? Let a Church be never ſo numerous, but a rem- 
nant of them ſhall go ro Heaven: and 4 ESAIAS ſaid before, except 
the Lord of Sabaoth bad left w a Seed, we had been as Sodoma, and been 29. 
made lik? unto Goinorra ; if the Lord had nor left us a remnant, we 
had been zorally deſtroy d; every true Church is ſcparate from the reſt 
of the World, and yer in every Church there is a ſeparate Seed from 
the Body of the Church: In the Church there is a ſmall Remnant , a 
Holy Seed, ſeparate from the Body of the Church, which is the ſaved 
Seed, or the Election: And this, tho it is but a Tenth, a very ſmall 
part of the whole, yet is the very ſubſtance , the marrow of all: This Ila. 6, 13. 
only is che Elettion that ſhall obtain, when the reſt are blinded and hard- Rom. 11. 5. 
ned. Now if the whole Church of the Fews,as ſeparate from the World, 
were the ſmalleſt part of all People; How ſmall then was the Sav d 
Seed in that Church, thoſe that were ſeparated from the reſt by the 
Line of Election ? Surely, we may cry out with aſtoniſhment hereon, 
tho' Iſrae i be as the Sand of the Sea, bur a remnant only ſhall be ſav'd, 
I need not run thro' all the Hiſtories of this Church, in its various Pe- 
riods to evince this Truth [that the Faithful in the Church were but few] Num 1 4.33 
of all the Six hundred thouſand that came out of the Land of Egypt, of Er” 
above twenty Years old, bur two only entred into the Land of Canaan: 
What an univerſal Corruption ſpread over the whole Church after 
Jſouah's Death, and the Elders that had ſeen the wonders of the Lord? 
The Book of Judges ſufficiently informs us, There were ſcarce am Judg. 2. 10. 
Faithful left among them; yea, it was come to that paſs, that after 
the great Times of the Reformation under David, and Solomon who 
built the Temple for the more ſtared Worſhip of God; we find the 
Ten Tribes of Iſrael were ſo degenerated, that but Seven thouſand and 
ene were left faithful among them all: Indeed upright Elijah thought 
there was but one left, (that is himſelf) all the reſt were ſo hidden; 1 Kin. 19.14. 
but the Lord ſaid, he had reſerved to himſelf Seven thouſand beſides, v. 18. 
that had not bow'd the Knee to Baal: But alas! How few were theſe 
ſeven thouſand to the whole Nation? And what was the whole Nation 
to all the World ? A moſt inconſiderable number! And indeed, as ar 
this time the number of the faithful Profeſſors was ſmall, ſo was the 
number of God's true Prophets inconſiderable; but one Elijah, or one 
Micajah, was there left for the Ly againſt four hundred = hifty 
| | 1 


t Kin. 18. Priefits of Baal, and four hundred falſe Prophets in that Nation; nay 
22. 
Ch. 22. 6. 8. 


Per. 3. 1. 


v. 2. 4. 


Lord, and the 7 


(x20) 


which is vet more affecting, in the two Tribes, where the Worthip of 
God was kept up far better then in the ten Tribes, yet even in theſe 
Tribes of Judah and Benj amin, in Iſaiab's, Micab's,andeſpecially in 56 
remiah's time, matters were come to ſo ſad a paſs, chat the number 
of the Faithful was yet much fewer, and yet Vaiab and Moab prophe. 
fied in rhe days of Godly Hexekiah , and Jeremiah in Bleſſed ut 
Reign, Let me read you a few Paſſages, to ſhew how few went to 
Heaven among them, notwithſtanding they were che only viſible 
Church, the profeffing People, rhe Temple of God; Haiab and Micah 
are full of Reflections on this account, as you may fee at large in their 
Prophetic : 1 will particularife therefore chiefly this fad Srory om of 
Feremiah : Run ye to and fro (ſaith he) thru the Streets of Jeruſalem, 
and ſee now, and know, and ſeek in the broad places chereef, of ye can find 
a Man ; if there he any that executeth Fee ee that ſeoketh after the 
Truth, and I will pardon it: Moſt wonderful indeed is this, as if he had 
ſaid, do but find one honeſt, faithful Perſon in all the Church, either 
among the Mighty, the Miniſtry, or the Muleitude, and I will parden 
the whole City for the ſake of that one upright Man: See whar a love 
God harh for his Church above rhe W ey ! the Lord would not ſpare 
Sodom, &. unle(s there were ten ri Perſons found among them; 
bur his own Church ſhould be ſpar'd, if but one upright Man could be 
found rhar executed Judgment, and that indeed ſought aſter the Truth: 
Bur how dare you ſpeak thus, might ſome ſay ; Are nor theſe 
Profeſſors of whom you ſ ? Yes, bur % 3 the Lord liver, 
ſurely they Swear falfly, their Profeſſion is falſe: Well, but if it be thus 
in general, there may be ſome good among chem, for they have been 
much affiFeg of late, and ſanctify d Afii&ioms make good Impreſſions 
on Men: But alas! not fo on theſe Profeflors, as faith the Prophet; 
O Lord, are not thine Eyes — the Truth, thou baſt ſmitten them, bus 
they have not grieved, thou haſt conſumed them, but they have refus'd to 
receive correction; they have made their Faces harder then a Rock, they 
have refuſed to return, therefore ſaid I, ſurely theſe are — , they are 
fooliſh, for they know not the way of the Lord: Well, bur furely we ſhall 
find ir better with the rich Men, they have more time, and 
opportunities for Knowledge: I get me therefore { faith he to the 
great Men, and vil ſpeak, unto them, for they have known the way of the 
Pudpment of their God: ¶ Surely they are fomerhing bet- 
ter? No) theſe have altogether braten the Pal, and burſt the Bondi; 
they are worſe then the very poor, hefe are ignorant, but theſe are 
obtinate ; thoſe were ſtupid, but theſe were ftour againſt the Cove- 
nant Bonds that lay upon them: Amazing is this indeed! chat the 
whole Church ſhould be thus degenerated, and much more wonderful 
if you ſtill remember, that Jeremia prophecy'd in the days of that 
good and vertueus King Feſiab, who very vigorouſly labour d after a 
Reformation; and fome ſemblance of ſuch a thing there was {for people 
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& very find of follo winx the example of their Rings) bur yet rhey  . 

1 call Ry to che Lord feigufy, not with their wle Heart, for as Reg ad ca- 
© ſoon as ever this good Mun was laid in the Grave, the wndle Nation pwn, &. 
was overipread With a Torrent of wickednieſs again: Let me add a 


parullel place to this, (for if I do not ſufficiently confitm it, youll ſearee- 


ly ſbelieve)char ſuch a-wiiverfal Corruption at ſuch a time ſhofitd ſpread 

ber Profeſſors: OW! h my Heu were ut, (faith eren and Jer. 9. 1. 2. 
mim Bye 4 Fimrain of Teurt, that F nigli wity diy an ni gli for th Rcc. 

* ſlain of the Daughrer of n pdopir: Gh char F ha in the Wildrieſs 4 

| lodginye place of: a-wiryifating” Mai, thut I might leave my people ani go” 


from them : Thisis'ftrange indeed: WEat! would the Propher leave 
che Church, the Safntr, ard the State of Profe;ſiok among tem ? 


Would he leave God's' People and the Te of Gd? Ay, ſalth he, I 
would - be gone from theft: But hy? They b an adurerom, an A 
ſembly af treathtrom Men. Witat æ wonderful (vert Cenfure wag tis > 


Do you think that if Fetenirab were now ative they would ſuffer Him 


ſo to Preach?" A very good opinion” muſt we haves of h City; if we 
think it better than Jeriqſ alem jn Jetemiabs days; upon which he yer 
| faftned* this heavy Cenſure: In truttr, the good Man ſcatce eſcaped- 
Death under ſueh plain Preaching? rhert and be would hatdl)j have fated, 
ſo well, ifthe had been as plain and as cenſorious here: We 
pet again, - ſaith hes, ebe all Auf, at NDnb ef treacherot? 


Il hear hin 
weare not to think they were all unclean in the _ bur they 


were all guilty of Spirit Unctramqd; falſe Wofftip;; and they were" 
an Aſſembly of trencherbus Men ITrrbr to God and his San, Triy-' 
tors to. the Covent of God? He goes o with their Character, hg? 


bend vl el Tongues like their Bows fir lier, bur t hEQN ag nl vhHA for ths" 
Truth ut the Earth; (eaget to ſpeak iir they ate, but od en 

1] t N ow? 
dot one of bit Neiphboit 


every Netg Four will-wnlk with Slunler i. I hould quite tire your pati- 
ence; if I ſhould read unts — the full of that wickednefs, which at 
e Body of Profeſſbrs; the accburt here- 


wonder then the-: Holy Man was for a Loca Separation, (a total remo- 
val from theme) In truth Jeremia had ſuch a meat opinion of that 
wrerched Race; that till he could? ſeparate Toralhy, he MR 
rituelly from them: He would have norhray 'ro do in their Worſhip, 
he ſa alent, he would 8 them: Oh, ſay ſome People, 
when their Let is caſt in the „ or When tis a ram day, or when 
they are not᷑ very well, and ſo think rhemfelves nor able to go up to the 
Stated Worſmip of Chriſt in a true Church: We have an excuſe now, 


ay they, for going to orber places: What! would you have us ſer 4. 


much more m 


lane, muſt we ſtay ar hom Can't we for once go to another place, 
am iphr 
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Plal. 1. 1. 
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Ha. 26 20. 


(12) 


Feremiah have ſaid for his continuance among the Jews in their 

of Worſhip : The Law of God was read in their Synagogue every Sab. 
bath day, and Profeſſors lookt as well then as they do now. It is nor 
likely either Preachers or People were ſo diſguiz d with unnatural ap- 


Eccl. 13. 19, Pearances as they are now, tho in truth there were among them as with 


us, ſuch effeminate Preachers as ſow'd Kerchiefs on every Head, war- 
ranting People to wear what they would. Feremiah would have no- 


thing to do with ſuch as theſe: I ſat not in the Aſſembly of Mocker,, 


nor rejoyced. I ſat alone, becauſe of thine Hand, for theu haſt filled me 
with Indignation : They have ene bad property in them, ſaith Feremiah, 
if they had no more, and that's enough to juſtify me in nor going near 
them [they are Mockers] If one Man be more ſtri& than another, they 
will mock and deride him ; thus they did by Feremiah, they made a 
perfect Game, and gazing Stock of him, therefore he would have ne- 
thing to do with them; and this Non-conformity with ſuch Scoffers, the 
Pſaimiſt juſtifys in the firſt of all the Pſalms, as the Character of a truly 
bleſſed Man : Bleſſed s the Man that walketh not in the Council of the 
Ungodly, nor ſtandeth in the way of Sinners, nor ſitteth in the ſeat of the 
Scornful : And afterwards the Pſa/miſt boaſts of it as a great part of 
his Godlineſs, that he had nothing to do in ſuch Congregarions of the 
Dead: I have not ſat with vain Perſons, neither will I go in with Diſ- 
ſemblers: I have hated the Congrogation of evil Doers, and will not ſet 
with the wicked : This I am ſure of, whoſoever are of a mocking Spi- 
rit they have no Religion in them, be they Miniſters, be they Churches, 
be they what People they will, if they are of a mocking Spirit, tis a 
ſign they have no Religion at all: Of this mind was Jeremiah, and 
therefore he choſe rather to ſer alone, then to joyn in Worſhip with 
ſuch Mockers and Scoffers at Nature or Scripture, with which the Age 
then abounded, and much more does it now abound, it being foretold 
theſe times ſhould be full of them as we ſee : Bur we may ask Feremi- 
ab if you ſer alone, what do you? Can you ger any good by your 
ſelf > Yes ſaith he, Thy Words were found of me, and I did eat them, and 
thy word was unto me, the joy and rejoyeing of my Heart; for I am called 
by thy Name, O Lord, Ged of Hoſts : A ſtrange word! One would 
think Jeremiah to be very conceited : What are none called by the 
Lord's Name but you Jeremiah? Why ſo opinionated Man? Why, 
faith he, ler them be called by what name they will, I am ſure of it 
for my ſelf, J am call'd by the Lord's Name, I have his word, I have 

found ir, and ear it by Faith, and do rejoyce in it when I ſer alone, 

and come not near to the Aſſembly of Mackers And in truth, this is 

the duty of Chriſtians, rather to ſer alone and wait upon God in their 

Chambers, in their Retirements, than to go and hear ſuch Preachers 

or joyn with ſuch Congregations in Worſhip as are fo far from having 

the Divine Warrant for what they do, that they act directly againſt it, 

ſcoffing at Scripture Purity; therefore ſaith our Lord, when there comes 

fuch a want of Ordinances, that you can't ſee ſuch a Lord's Day as yon 
; have 
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have ſeen, or would ſee , tho one ſays, come to our Meeting, and ano- 
ther go to ours, follow them nor, nor go after them : The days will come 


(aith our Lord unto bis Diſciples) when you ſhall deſire to ſee one of the Luk. nat 


days of the Son of Man, and ye ſhall not ſee it, and they ſhall ſay unto ou, 23. 
ſee here, or ſee there, go not after them, nor follow them : This is evi- 
dently ſpoken , of Chriſtians Duty to keep from falſe worſhip , how 
ſpecious ſoever, and to ſet alone under the want of a right Adminiſtra- 
tion of Ordinances in the Publick, as Feremiah did : Now if the 
Church was thus bad, and thus declin'd in good Foſiab's or Feremiah's - 
days, Whar think you, was it afterwards, when all Iniquity abound- - 
ed among them? Indeed, from the time of Feremiab and the Prophet 
after him, the number of the Faithful was ſo inconſiderable, and ſo 
much diminiſhe continually, that when Chriſt came, he fearce found 
any Faith on the Earth. Micah complains bitterly before this, of the Nich 75 
loſs of the Godly, as if few or none were left: And Malachi (the laſt , &c f 
of the Prophets) afterward repreſents the war wr Prieſts, and all as 
univerſally corrupt, Notably doth he complain of the proſperity of the 
Proud, and paucity of the truly Godly in moſt Empharick Terms. Te 
have ſaid, tis in vain to ſerve God, and what profit # it that we have Mal. 3. 14. 
kept hu Ordinance, and that we have walkt mournfully before the Lord of Sc. 
Hoſts : And now we call the proud happy, yea they that work wickedneſs 
are ſet up, yea they that tempt God are even delivered. At this time, 
there were only a very few choice ones, and thoſe miſerably reproacke 
that mer together, and remembred the Lord, as it is even xow in our 
day. Thus we have ſeen how few. Faithful there were in the Church 
from the Flood, till Chriſt came in the Fleſh,” which brings me co 
The THI RD Period, Confider how {mall and inconſiderable © 
the number of the Faithful was when Chrift came in the Fleſh > What is "MY 
askt concerning Chriſt's Second Coming was moſt true of his firſt Lu 13.8, 
coming? Nen the Son of Man comes ſhall he find Faith upon the Earth, 
When he firſt came, he ſcarce found any Faith on the Earth: Bur a 
very few Faithful did Chriſt find upon the Earth when he came into 
it, We read of three Couple:, and they are all we find expreſt by 
Name; to have had any Godlineſs in the power of it when Chriſt came 
in the Fleſh : The firſt two were SIMEON and ANNA, a ſecond two 
were ZACHARIAH and ELIZABETH, the third were JOSEPH and 
MART: Beſides theſe , we've only an account of SOME that look d Iuk. 2 38. 
for Redemption in Iſrae/, to whom they ſpoke of the things of Chriſt:t: 
This is all the aecount we have of the true Church when Chriſt came 
in the Fleſh : It was made up of good old SIMEON and ANNA, two 6 
ancient People that feared the Lord, and ſerved him day and night, 
with SO ME others that waired for the Redemption of Iſrael. T 
was al ſo good old XZ ACHARIAH and ELIZABETH, who walkt to- 
pow in all the Commandments and Ordinances of the Lord blame- 
eſs: and FOSEPH and MARY, two as poor People as might be: 
Theſe are all the Believers that we find expreſt by Name in the ha 
Wnen 


( 14. Y: 
hen Chriſt came: into, it; and as thus it was. when Chriſb came: the fir 
time.: So dry, and as, barren of God will it he when, Chriſb comes 
the ſecond time: By thus quexloaking,, how poor and: low Chrilts 
Church, was in farmer times, we, ſhall'the leſs, wonder if. we. find ĩt ſtil 
to continue ſo law, mean; and paor in time: prefont, and t,. 

But co paſs to the: FN Pariadiaf time paſt, Let: us donſuler 

in how; poor and low an Eſtate the Chureli: hathꝭbeem fon tie time of 

Chriſt's Incarnat ion, unt;l.our-preſentitime-; (mall; was it when Chriſt 

eamę into the World, and ſo it. continued during his abode: upom rhe. 

John 6. 70. Each; it cnſiſted chiefly: of emelve poor, mean; ordinary, deſpisd 
Men; (ane of which Wasa Dei] withia fe. other dæſpis di and: di. 

ſ pers d: Men and Women; indeed we read: of ſeventy Diſciples, and-of: 

five · lundred Brethrem that ſaw Chriſt, haply ſo call'd: becaule. they 

were Jews, or Brethren in the: Bloſh-;; we read alſo of threez.. four; and: 

fiue thonſand Followers of: Chriſt:at a time:; hut what became ob all 

theſe, we: have ne account ? Moſt likely tis cliey were temporary Pro- 

feſſors, ſuch as tho they pretended ron believe, yer Chriſt would not 

truſt himſelf wich them; ſuret we are, that tat Chriſts Aſcenſion, the 

Acts 1. 15. Church conſiſted of no more than one hundred. and tn in all; there 
were no more, including Nomen, as well as; Men that had given up 

Acts 2. 41. tleit. Names to be: zealous for Chriſts Gauſe ; and tho immediatelyat 
ch. 4. 4. ter · chere were three tbouſaud Souls added to the Church (haplyv ares 
art of them the Seed. rr 

dat: Jeruſalem ; yer What were: thoſe toi, udea, how feu. 

vomto c bat place ? And how! much minuter co all the H ν,ji After ward 

here and abere, inlone Country and anather; fome: profeſt Ckriſt, yer: 
paniix chr. Adoſtaar, and pamiy thro Perſecution; the Church\was:o di- 

miniſtex, in ſuch a poor and lo Eſtate, that for about three hund: 

there was no Power nor Government in the World that faiiy ound e. 

ſus Chriſt; there was oniy here and there a. Meeting of Chriſtians" in 

ſuchnagd: ſuch particular Cities, eicher un hiomm cogotr by the Conni ane 

rather than ation of the chief Magiſt rate: At Rimeirhereavas a. 

Meeting of: Chriſtians, another at Corinth.; in Galatia, . av-Philk pi, at 

Celaſi, anda Thaſſalanica, there were Meetings of Chriſt tans:ʒ in. 5e 

chene were ſevex Abutches: whichtmor [as we: do] as ſolmany diffents: 

ing Meetings, from he common ſ way; inuruth all chis time 

nor only was the number-of:Chriſt's Followers throughout the World 

| very unconſider alla 3 but alas l of theſe:few-Followers of Chriſt and of 

2 Tim. 1.15 5 — how fem prov d Smcere s All Aſia at a lump forſook 
Acts 1. 18. Paul, Mew of the greateſt rank and figure in the Church oftentimes ſell 
chap. 5. 1. from che Truth one while Juda hang d himſelf and bur? aſunder, anon 
Tim. 1.20. Auνeẽ˖ andeSopbina periſhit, ſuddenly Hymaneus: and. Ale xanter are de- 


2Tim. 1. 1 5. Ii vered to Satans Phe and Hermogenes revolt afrer this, and by and | 


chap. 2. 17. —— 6 concerning the Truth, draws many 
chap. 4. 10. 2a) by their c ,] ds; for the Words of a{pofiiter.ent as doth 2 
ver. 14, 15. Cankgrs ſhonly+Domagforlakes Pau und Alem oncea Champion 
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Arrius, a notorious Heretick wio d ny 
the Holy Spimt) bur far this his Zeal, Arbangfams was fo perſecured, 
| that he was fnequemily fonc't ro fy, and wh abonr, oſoaping 
with his Life: In che Church biin, Lordly Prelicy, Schiſm,Cortent i- 


(15) 


© for him, Mow walls againſt him gj elſeuchere Diotvepbes prates malicioufly 3 John 9. 16. 

* apainſt John, grievdus #H/ves oreep in, Members run out of Churches, 1 John 2.18, 

uni venſally they fall away, abundance of uticlnuis were working, and 19. 

Apa aten deſertimg even in Jolas time; ſo that he ſanh, al be chap. 5. 10. 

l in Wickedueſs, Thus the Church began eæriy to decline in its Pu- 

| rity, and Wart weaker and weaker Till Conſt unt ines time, who aſſay- 
ing to fer up che Kingdom of Chriſt by Secular Power; cock ſuch a 


falſe Step, of ſo litrie ren / ad vamage tothe Cauſe of Chriſt, that tis 


* reported, that when te made his large Donations ro the Biſbops, u 


Voice was heard, This day as Tuyſon powr'd un, vhe Church : Sure it is 


| this was adly experimented, fich Poon was then pourid into the 
Church, as that tbe en, thereof appear d grievoully atrerwards ; 


or; and Preathers ſwelld exceedingly, they grew very pond, 
atioal, ven, brnetioa! ; the (urch wwotully apoſtarized, and fo 


few were found fremaonsforvxie Truth, that it becmme in ſome time a 
* famous Proverb, which cominues even to this day [Um Ar benin 


contra tatum maden 3] one At baust une, and he only Paftor te à 


Church in Alexia, ceſiſted rhe'whote d, borh the World heu- 


ſleni xing an the one hand, 1 rhe other ( ſo call d from 
> Gothend of Chrift, and of 


, and Herti, 10:prevailid, thar'ſoarce was there td be fouhd aſoend 


| Paſtor, and bm fre galh Members; rake 4 that then made a Pro- 


fetfion of Faith, and the Church in pexeral, was bur mall in Compa- 


* rifon to the whole Wurd, but of a far ſmaller number were +-wly 
faithful to che Lord Jeſus Chriſt. Thus Marters continued till Anti- Dan. 7. 
chriſt atoſe more evidently, till rhe ſecond Be his Horns grew, and Rev. 13. 
| then he carried all down before him like a mighty Flood, 


for man 

hundred of yeats ; all which rime ſo little appearande was there 100 
Chriſt, chat it hath betm à puzlimg thing to many wenk Froreſt ant: 
to anſwer chat common que ſtiom of rhe Papift; ; where us your Reli- 
gion before Laber? In truth chere was 1% little ſtanding up for the 
Truth for ſome Century's before his time, that twas hard to find a ſiple 
Congregation pf the faithful in the whole Wuörli, a few only excepred a- 
moog thoſe call d #u/denſes, Gr. Hence under che Reign of pre- 


feſmg: Aneidhriſt, the Chrarch is compared to two tees, prophecy- Rev. 11. 
— Sack-cloarh, noting their fene and medneſ3, n Rev. 12. 


weak Numan in a Wilderneſs State, with her Seed and Mmmant, keeps 
ng che Teftunony of jeſus; yea, during this ſecond Bedffs wh 


Reign for ewekve hundred ard fixty years 5 rhere are (6 Few faithful faid Rey, 14 


to ſtand upon Mount ⁊ ion with the Lam, thar there whole number is 
computed at an hnndred and forty four thouſand true and valiant Confeſ- 
ſors of, and Marryrs for Chriſt; a ſmall number for ſo large @ Tract of 
tune: Thus we fee how low he Seate of the Charch hath been-bro't 


during; 


| 
: 
| 
| 
| 


— — —y— 


Rev. 16. . 


2 Tim. 3.1. 5. 


(16) 
during the Reign of this ſecond Beaſt eſpecially ;[profefling Antichrip,) 
whoſe time is nor yet expired, tho near it we hope; Indeed what between 
Popiſh Tyranny in variow Appearances on the one hand, and Turkiſh 
Domivion on the other; there has been very little true Religion to he 
ſeen till near about to hundred years ago, when Luther aroſe, and ever 
ſince, tho a great Noiſe hath been made of a Reformation, there hath 
been little more than the Name of it, moſt have been realy dead as to 
the Power of Religion; It is true, God bath all along raiſed up ſome 
few to witneſs for the Truth, but then they were but a few; ſome. 
times only a ſingle Man, and of very mean figure [a Taylor haply, or 
ſome other mean Arrificer] but now and then one Learned, as Brad. 
wardine of old, and afterwards Wickcliff in our own Nation, and 9. 
rome of Prague, and John Hus in Bohemia ; a very few indeed appear d 
knowing of, and valiant for the Truth; till Luther aroſe there was ſcarce 
in the World any publick Power, but what was profeſſedly Antichriſtian: 

Indeed after Lather ſtood up for the Truth, — of the Princes of 
Germany ſided with him, bur ſtill this was a great Objection to the 
Truth he preach'r, that he was bur a poor, ſingle, fily Monk, and how 
ſhould he come to know rhe Truth, and ſo many great ones miſs't it 
On this account a great Duke of Saxony ſaid of him, he could nor bur 
own, © Thar what the Man ſaid was true; but his great Objection a. 
* gainſt him was, that a poor Monk ſhould bring it in; if the Pope, Car- 
* dinals, &c. had found it out, he could have embrac't it, but that a 
© mean Man, a Monk ſhould bring it in, this he could not brook | and 
indeed this is the currant carnal OvjeAtion againſt the Truth throughout 
the whole Earth in all Nations, the fewne/s, and meancſ5 of thoſe that 
ſtand by the Truth; few and mean were the firſt Rformers abroad, and 
even in this Nation, tho they ſpread a little farther, and increas'd more 
in time; yet alas, Even their Reformation it (elf (as ſaith old Mr. Ca- 
* lamy) needed to be reformed, we were then newly crept out of P«- 
« pery, and like unto Men that come newly out of Priſen, where they 
they have been long detain d; it was impoſſible but our Garments 
* ſhould ſmell a little of the Dungeon from whence we came, ſo it was 
© with us in our firſt Reformation, we brot many things out with us 
< which ſhould have been left behind, ſo that we need a more perfect 
* Reformation according to the word of God: In truth the Religion 
taken up from the Reformation however warm it was at firſt, is at beſt 
now, but like the Blood of a dead Man, it moves, it circulates not 1s 
Religion ſhould do! In this our own Land (to confine the reft of our 
- Diſcourſe on this head here) how mean and imperfect was rhe Work 
of Reformation in K. Ed, 6. days; Some indeed witneſs'r notably for 
Chriſt in Queen Marys Raign, whoſe Names are had in Eyer- 
laſting Remembrance; bur afterward when Proſperity and Peace at- 
tended Proteſtants, what Formality, what Deadneſs, what Oppoſition to 
the Life and Power of Religion was rhen to be ſeen among us ? Nay, 
which is dreadful to think, even thoſe that reform'd from the common 
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Way, under a pretext of farther Reformation, fell into the very Evils, 
Formalities, and Corruptions they once ſeemed to have eſcaped , ſo 
chat the ſtare of Religion is dwindled almoſt to nothing but Name, in 
truth it is waxing old, and ready to paſs away if the Lord prevents not: 
Now if there are ſo few zealous and faithful ones found in this Nati- 
con, which is reckon'd the moſt Proteſtant of all others, How few may 
© there be elſewhere? Alas! if this whole Nation had been right, 
How few are the Inhabitants thereof compar'd with the reſt of the 
World? But when here are ſo few gov » Whar ſhall we think their 
number is abroad? Thus the eſcape 

in all Ages paſt to have been very ſmall : By this brief view of the 
tue Church, from Chriſt's Incarnation to our days we fee it to be very 
mall, very mean, and this leads to the conſideration of the next Head, 


Remnant of the Faithful appears 


II. Conſider we the time PRESENT. We have ſeen all along in 


Times paſt, that God hath had bur a very ſmall, an inconſiderable Rem- 
* pant for his People, therefore we ought not to be diſcouraged in, nor 
> prejudiced at the ways of Chriſt, if we find it to be ſo for the time 
| a : Now that it is ſo at this preſent time, I ſhall evince to you 


y a double method. Firſt, by making a Computation ; And, Secondly, 


| by viewing the Converſation of Profeſſors, both which ways we ſtiall 
bnd Chriſt's faithful Followers to be bur few. 


Firſt, We ſhall find by Computation, that the number of the Faith- 


ful is 2 ſmall: Dr. Heylin, a Learned Prelatiſt, in his account of 
the World, 

| fays, are profeſt Pagans, Heathens, and avew'd Idelaters : Of the eleven 

| parts remaining, he counts fix to be Saracens, Turks and Jews: other 


divides the whole into thirty parts; nineteen of which, he 


two parts he reckons Grecian Chriſtians, near as bad as none, being moſt 
ignorant and ſuperſtitious for rhe greateſt * ſome of theſe We ſee 
Armenians from Armenia, 
not Arminians as ſome weak People imagine; thats the name of the 
Followers of Arminius, a Dutch Heretick: Of the three remaining 
parts two more he reckons Papiſis, ſo that we have twenty and nine 
parts accounted for, there is then but one part in thirty left for the Pro- 
teſtants : An amazing thing! Divide the whole World into thirty parts, 
and but one of theſe thirty to be Proteſtants : Nineteen profeſt Heathens, 
fix Turks and Fews, two Grecian Chriſtians, the next door to Heathens, 
two other parts Papiſts, and bur one part in the thirty Proteſt ants - 
Yer this diviſion was made by a Dactor capable of ſuch a work, a rigid, 
Prelatiſt, one far enough from favouring Puritans : Hereby we find 
if all profeſs'd Proteſtants were good, what an inconſiderable number 
they are to the reſt of the World, as making bur one part in thirty, bur 
now if we go a little. farther and divide the Proteſtants into four parts 
we ſhall ſee whar a far leſs number even among Proteſtants are to be 
accounred godly and obedient Followers of Chriſt. Conſider how 
many Iznorant, Heretical, Atheiſtical and Prophane are found among 
tituiar Proteſi ants ? | 
D Firſt, 


Joh. 14. 6. 


1Tim. 3.16 


Phil. 2. 9. 
1 Tim. 3.9. 


* Mr. T. 


Ho. 4. 6. 
Prov. 19. 2. 
Iſa. 27. 11. 


(18) 
Firſt, How many IGNORANT Proteſt ants are there? I pretend ng 
to compute theſe by Numbers, bur leave you to imagine among the 
Body of Proteſtants how many ignorant Perſons there are: What waz 
ſaid concerning the great City Nineveh in reſpect to outward Knewledye, 
may be ſaid of Proteſtants in general, and even of ths Nation in part. 
cular. There are hundreds of thouſands among them, who in point of 
Religion, don't know the right hand from the left: This I ſay is eyi. 
dent, even in this very Nation, which yet may juſtly be counted the 
moſt advantaged for Knowledge in the World: How many hundred. 
of thouſand! are there in this Land that are moſt ignorant of the things 
that belong to their peace? I my ſelf have ſeen, and heard amaz. 
ing Inftances of ignorance in this very Nation, and others haply can 
tell more. How ignorant the moſt are of God's Mill, how few in 
England, yea in London its ſelf, This great City; underſtand the Scri 
tures of Truth aright, or know Fehovah the only true God, and 900 
Chriſt, w hom he hath ſent the only Saviour of Sinners. Are not the moſt 
of People ignorant, not only of ſome more difficult points in Religion, 
but even of tboſe Doctrines that are commonly called Fundamentals. 
Not only do the Body of People live witheut a Knowledge of, and 
fo much as deſires to know the way of Chriſt in his Church, but they 
ſeem ſtupid , and unacquainted about Chriſt as the only way to Hea- 
ven: His Perſon is a Myſtery , his Righteowneſs is a Myſtery ; Faith 
in him is a Myſtery to the moſt : How many are there that blaſpheme, 
and how many more that believe not on Chriſt > How many oppoſe, 
and how many more apply not ro hi Righteouſneſs alone for their Fake 
fication ? How many ridicule, and how many more experience nt 
Faith unto Salvation? * How many Sermons may a Man hear, and read, 
when Printed, yea and Books written, about the way ro Heaven, where- 
in is hardly the Name of Feſus Chriſt ; and as little room hath Chriſt in 
many Mens Prayers, except it be in the concluſion : Many thouſands 


in England live and die, and yo eternally ; yea ſo thick is the dark- 


neſs of the Age that many of them live here, and go hence with the 
Reputation of good Chriſtians, and ſome of them may have their F- 
neral Sermon and Praiſes Preach'd by an ignorane, flattering Miniſter , 
tho it may be, the poor Creatures never did in the whole courſe of 
their life, nor at their Death imploy Jeſus Chriſt ſo much for an entry 
to Heaven, as a poor Turk doth Mahomet, for a room in his beaſtly Para- 
dice. How common and fearful a thing is this in this Land and City? 
This Ipnorance 1s, and ſball be for a Lamentation among us, and whar fa 
thoughts we ſhould have of ſuch Ignorance The Scripture tells us, 
The People are deſtroyed for lack of Knowledge ; for without Knowledge the 
Heart can't be good; And a People of no ———— he that made wil 
not have mercy upon, nor will he that form d them ſhow them any favour. 
Sad then on this act is the ſtate of Proteſt ants in general! 

Secondly, Conſider how many HERETICAL Proteſtants there are, 
and we ſhall bring the number of the faithful into a yer ſmatter compals; 
by animadverting upon the multitude of Herez:cks, to be found even a- 
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(19) 
mong Proteſtants ; we may ſee true Believers to be very few: How 
many Socinians are there profeſſing that moſt horrible, damnable, and 


the damning Hereſy which denys the Godhead of Chriſt, and the holy Spirit 
ws How many Arminzans are there holding that damnable Hereſy which 
ge, Wo advanceth the Power of Man's Vi above Gods Soveraign Grace,and mix- 
ni- ¶ ing the imperfect Righteouſneſs of Sinners, with Chriſts ſpotleſs Righ- 
of teouſneſs in point of Juſtification before God ? What ſwarms are there 
ei. of Ant inomi ans, ſuch as under ſpecious Pretences of exalting free Grace, 
the allow not Faith and good YYorks their proper Uſe; owning Juſtification 
elt before or without Faith, and making Light of Repentance and good Works 
ings WW for fav'd ones; this is a damning Hereſy 2 Yer how many Antinomi- 
1a an there are, let every one judge by Mr. Trails juſt Character of an 
can WF Artinomian. © Let him be call'd by this ugly Name [of Antinomian] 


in chat judgerh not the holy Law and Mord of God written in the Old 
75 Land New Teſtament, to be a perfect Rule of Life to all Believers; Rom. 12, 2. 
and faith not, that all ſuch ſhould ſtudy Conformity thereto; that ſays, 
nolt WW « 2 Sinner is actually juſtify'd before he be united to Chrift by Faith 5 
ion, WW (that thinkerh Holineſs is not neceſſary to all that would be far'd ; 
© that is ungodly under the Name of Chriſtianity; or that ſays, the 
* © San8ion of the holy Law of God is repeal'd. How many Plunsers 
are there, leading grown People to dive in Ponds for Beptiſm, and de- 
nying Infants the Priviledges od hath throughout his Word, extend- 
ed ro them? An Hereſy is this with a Witneſs, attended with a Maſs 
of other Herefies, not that I charge all Plungers with being guilry of al 
the other Hereſies, ſome of them patronize; but ſurely we may fa 
(as Experience hath ſhown) that Anabapriſim ſo call d, is an Hereſs, 
leading to the worſt of Hereſier; for among this Sect of Plungers are 
to be found ſome of the moſt horrible Heretici in the World, as Soci- 
nians, Arminians, Antinomians, Soul-ſleepers, Antiſingers, againſt the 
Lord's Day, &c. Again, what a Maſs of poor deluded Quakers are there, 
whoſe fundamental Errour is exalting natural, and frequently miſſ-d 
Conſcience, by the Name of the Light within, above Feſis of Naza- 
reth, the only ſent Saviour of Sinners? Nor to inſtance in the fry of 
other SeFs-and Hereſies ¶ Philadelphians, Muggletoni ant, &c.] whoſe 
wild Principles are moſtly unknown, and thanks be unto God, very un- 
ſucceſsful ; could we but ennumerate all the Heretichs among Prote- 
ſtants, we ſhould find them ro amount to a larger number than we 
think for; now the Scriprure bids us reje& an Heretick after the firſt Tit. 3.19, 
and ſecond Admonition ; ſurely then, fince God commands, we ſhould - 
reject all Hereticks, and by no means count them in the number of his 
peculias People 
Thirdly, Conſider how many ATHEISTICAL Proteſtants there are. 
Atheiſt indeed is a Name few people will own, tho the thing is to be 
found almoſt every where; this will appear by confidering, that | 
every one properly.withous God in the World, is an Atheiſt, according ro Eph. 2, 12, 
are, WF the Scriptural definition L Adee % my Küche] the Apoſtle calls all 
paß ü . D 2 Athe- 


3 


(50 ) 


plague and prophaneſs into all the Nation, Juſtly rthercfore may ſuch 
8 5 | : 6 be 


Atheiſh _ — —— Fer in 2 World: Now of theſe there at be _ 
eminently fen forts, profeſſed Atheiſts, profeſſing Atheiſts, perf expre 
iſts and practical Atheiſts * an, People, 
1. There are not wanting PROFESSED Atheiſts in the World. 4%). 
ſuch as dare moſt impudently and blaſphemouſly deny the Being of; © 
God, ſuch as holding all things to come by chance, own nor, nor re. from tt 
gard the Sovereign and Original Lord of all : One powerful Shock in. ed #» 
deed of the Almighty unſettles and diſcompoſes this ſort of Creatures I mit, 
(as Caligula) when their Relations, Eſtates, Bedies , or Conſciences We Men an 
but toucht by the Hand of God, their ſenſual Conceirs are ſhaken or that | 
; and they are eben ready to own the Being of a God, which in their £0904" 
Pfal. 14. 1. ſecurity they deny'd. This fort of Atbeiſis the Scripture calls Fools; Maoſt H 
| the fool bath ſaid in his Heart there M no God: And experience confirns of Arbe 
them to be fools, ſince they rather prate what they would have, than leaſt of 
what they ſolidly believe, and ſo are in truth rather mock- Atheiſt keeping , 
than real. Covenant 
2. As there are profeſſed, ſo there are PROFESSING Atheiſts, Peo- Church. 
ple and Preachers not a few, who, however they pretend to own a God ceed fro 
Tit. 1.16. in Words, in Works deny him: Such, who under a form of Godlineſs So the 5 
do perſecute, malign, and violently oppoſe thoſe, who have the pos- ted of G 
er. 6. er thereof, they ſtrengthen the Hands of Evil doers, promifing peace in the 
Ch. 8. & 23. to them that walk after their own Imaginations; yea they incourage fection, 
Apoſtates [the worſt of Sinners] in the worſt of Evils, ſuch are Athe- rhey who 
52 indeed, whatſoever Profeſſion they make; as are alſo all, who deny have ag 
the perfection of Holy Writ, who caſt behind their backs what they [| Thele « 
like not of God's Word, who oppoſe Purity and Unity in the Worſhip | Origina 
of God, who rake up with Swperſtitious and Idolatrous Worſhip, ſerving 77, 
the true God either contrary to, beyond, over and above, or 22 the f %% un 
rule of the Written Word; and, How many ſuch among Profeſſors From ſu 
are to be found ? Thoſe are Azbeiſts, whatſoever Profeſſion they make | $100, 85 
who deny or own net the only true JEHOVAH, God the Father, Sm I %% ber. 
and Hob Spirit, the ever Blefſed Trinity in Unity : Or who dare ud hart 
charge God with fally, by denying him to have given a compleat rule mn rhe.» 
for the ordering Men in every thing relating to the Glory of God, both Sacrifice 
in Faith, and Practice, in Walk and Worſhip, which is as much as to ment, 4? 
ſay, we are our own, at our own diſpoſe, and may be without God in of Trutt 
the World, the higheſt part of Atbeiſim: Well, were it for us, if the i if FE => 
Horid only, and not Churches were haunted with this ſort of Arheiſts: . bers 2 
Bur alas! How many in theſe ſevera/, and many other reſpects even what i 
among the Anzzents of the Houſe of Iſrael, are there, thus Atheiſtical- goth thi 
Ezek. & 12. { exprefling themſelves, The Lord ſeeth us not, the Lord hath forſaken lad truth 
the Earth? Even in Feruſalem [among Profeſſors of the ſtricteſt ſort all ear 
and their Preachers] do thoſe abound, who are ſettled on their lees ri ts 
Teph. 1. 12, who Jay in their Hearts, the Lord will not do good, neither will he dd evil x are forſw 
Such as theſe [ the Preachers eſpecially] ſend forth lies and lightneſs, of God, 


the [pot 


F 
. 


1 
7 


| diner), and unto ſuch are principally owing 
' from the World, and thro' ſome Knowledge of Chrift, having , 
Vemit, and with the Sow to their wallowing in the Mire : Theſe are the 27 


or that Church, have yet forſaken the Guide of their Touth , forget the 
Covenant of their God, and dealt treacherouſly againſt the Saints of the 


of Atheiſm in the Hearc? A disbelief of the Being of a God, or at 
leaſt of his being ſo Holy, ſo Fuft, ſo Sin revenging , and ſo Covenaus 


E The 
| Original Ar4Conu] Incontinent, Fiere:, deſpiſers of thoſe that are good, 3, © 


God, under all their forms of Godlineſs, 


( #1) 
be tankt among the worſt of Atheiſta, they (as Mr. Pools Annotations 


expreſs it) for Intereſt , openly owning ſuch a Religion as aws the 
People, which yer they deride ar home ; this is Atheiſm more than or- | 


3. PERJURED Atheiſts, ſuch who having been once ſeperated 
caped the Pollutions thereof , have vet with the Dog returned to their Per. 2. 20. 


Men and Women who having Covenanted to be for the Lord in bs 


Moſt High, Whence can ſuch Abominat ions ſpring, but from the too 


keeping , as his word declares him to be; this is at the bottom of a# 
Covenant breaking , eſpecially breaking the Covenant of God in his 
Church, This is moſt dangerous Azherſm, for not only doth it pro- 
ceed from rhe moſt bitter Root, but it brings forth the werſt of Fruits: 
So the Scriprure tell us, Covenant Breakers are not only the moſt ha- 
ted of God, and the moſt threatned by him, but alſo the moſt perverſe 
in the ways of wickedneſs of all others; they are without natural af. Rom. 1. 31. 
fection, implacable, unmercyful, who knowing the Judgment of God, that 32. | 
they who commit ſuch things are worthy of Death, not only do the ſame, but Ch. 2. x. 
have pleaſure in them that do them, and therefore are moſt inexcuſable. 
1 of all others, are the moſt falſe Accuſers [ Devils tis in the 2 Tim. 3. 1. 


LO 
— —— — 


Traytors, Heady, High minded, Lovers of — — more than lovers of 
enying the power thereof : 
From ſuch therefore ſhould we turn away, with the greateſt deteſta- 


| tion, as from Atheiſts, who count. the Blaod of the Covenant, wherewith 
| they were ſanfify'd [or ſer apart for God in his Church) an unholy thing Heb. 10, 25. 
| and having done deſpight unto the Spirit of Grace, are therefore foremoſt 29. 8 
| in the worſt rank of Atheiſts, for whom there remains no more, either 


Sacrifice for, or remiſſion of Sin, but a certain fearful looking for of Fudg - 
ment, and fiery Indignation , to devour them as Adverſaries to the God 
of Truth: Such Apoſtates Mr. Pool's Annotations denominate for Athe- 


| its, © who have forſaken the Lord in his Worſhip, er that in mat- 


ters of Religion have taken up, nor what is trueſt and pureſt, bur 

what is neareſt and moſt in faſhion: How many of this ſort of Atheiſts 

doth this Land, this City, and the Suburbs abound wirk ? Yer is it a 

fad truth, theſe Atheiſts are ready to flatter themſelves in their own eyes, Pfal. 36, 2; 
till their Iniquity # found to be hateful : They ſay, they ſhall have peace 

even in their-Perſury, and they pretend to lean upon tbe Lord, tho they Mica, 3+11.. 
are forſworn in the higheſt degree; and ſo far from being the Children 

of God, that they have the peculiar Brand upon them, which is nor 

the ſpot of Gad's Children, but diſcovers them through all their ſpec 


(22) 


ous diſguizes to belong ro their Father the Devil, they are liars 
and abide nor in the truth, becauſe there is no truth in them: Here. 
upon, 

= PRACTICAL Atheiſts appear to be innumerable, for beſides 
that all thoſe are ſuch who lead a wicked, prophane Life: These 


Joh. 8. 44. 


fore· mentioned more diſguiſed Atheiſts, are moſt juſtly to be reckon d 


| of this number: And further, the greateſt parts of the Nations of the 
Ii! Earth, whatſoever they pretend to, are certainly Atheiſts in pradtice, 
1 not having the fear of God before their Eyes, nor regulating their 
Pial. 10. 13. ways according to his revealed Will. They eat up the people of God 4 
they eat Bread, and call not upon the Lord; they contemn Gad, and ſay 
in their Hearts, he will not require their wickedneſs of them, they give a 
liberty ro their Tongues, to lie, revile, reproach , eſpecially ſuch Ser. 
vants of the Lord, who by their Works condemn them: Theſe are 
Atheiſts indeed, who ſay, with our Tongues we will prevail, our Lips are 
our own, Who # Lord over us ? Famous Dr. OM EN tells us, This Na. 
tion is repleniſhr with Achbeiſm, which exerts irs (elf ſpecially ta, 
ways. 1. In curſed Oaths and blaſphemous Execrations, whereby the 
higheſt contempt is caſt on the Divine Name, and being, 2. Bold- 
neſs, Confidence and Security in Sinning , Men are neither aſham'd nor 
afraid to act, arow, yea, and boaſt of the vileſt Sins: Many utterly 
caſt away the Tak, of God, and proclaim their Sin as Sodom: This is 
the heighth of practical Atheiſm, nor do I think (ſaith the Doctor) that 
it did ever more abound in any Age than that wherein we live: Ma. 
ny among us that make great advantage of Religion, do live and talk 
as if they were influenced by prevalent thoughts thar rhere is no God: 
And all theſe the Apoſtle calls Atheiſts, who are without God in the 
World, who live in a profeſt ſinful courſe, yea, and all ſuch as are in 
Eph. 2. 1.12+ their Natural State, in an unjuſtify'd Condition without Faith, without 
Chriſt, and conſequently without God in the World, and what a mf. 
of theſe the World abounds wick, What Tongue can utter, what 
Heart can think? This ſort of Atheiſts make up our laſe diviſion 
of Sinners, | 
Fourthly, How many PROPHANE Proreſtants are there > How 
many among Proteſtants lead as wicked, lew'd and abominable lives 
as any Papiſts or Pagans? They neither fear God, nor diſcharge their 
duty to Man, a ſad and vifible truth it is, that the far greater number 
of reputed Proteſtants come under the dreadful Character of workers of 
Iniquity, ſuch, who on th account, by whatſoever Denomination they 
are diſtinguiſht ſhall depart from Chriſt, as thoſe that he knows not, that 
3* he takes no complacency in : Of theſe, rho' there were whole Nations 
(as abſtracting a very few only ; It muſt be confeſt, there are) yer will 
God ſuffer none of them to eſcape, but will turn them with Indignation 
into Hell. Now make this fourfold deduction from Proteſtants in gene- 
ral, take away all IGNORANT Proteſtants that have none, or not a true 
Knowledge: Take away all HERETICAL Proteſtantis, that are drown'd 


FL 13. 4 
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Pla. 9. 17. 
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ver their malignity to the truth of God, and co 
| ro be moſt miſerable : Again, ſaith he, Our Sins teſtify againſt ws, and c, 
| eur Tranſpreſſions are with us, in trangreſſing and lying againſt God, and 

in departing away from our God,ſpeakin 2 and Revolt, conceiving 


(23) ; 


a in errour and damnable Delufions , take away all ATHE ISTICAL 


Proteſtants of all ſorts, and eſpecially all PROPHANE Proteſtants, and 
what a few godly Proteſtants will be left? How ſma# will the Remnant 
of the Faithſul even among Proteſtants be found? ; 


This in the ſecond place, leads me to conſider the Converſation of 


Proteſtants more diſtinctly, by which the fewneſt of the truly gord 


| will appear yet more, I ſpeak now of the-time preſent, and am ſhew- 


ing you how few fairhful ones there are even among ſuch as make the 
eateſt Profeſſion : I am nor judging of Hearts, but judging of Trees 
y their Fruit, meaſuring the paucity of the upright by the moſt obi 
ous way, to wit, by inſpecting Mens Lives and Converſations: And 
here two things make it moſt evident, that there are but few truly godly 
even among Proteſtants. 1. Conſider, how many there are that hate 
the Truth. And, 2. How few there are that practice the Truth, even 
among Profeſſors , Proteſtants, reform d Churches, for with them we 
are now concern d. | 
1. Conſider how many hate the Truth: Do not moſt when they come 
into a Meeting where the truth is ſpoke , diſcover their batred of it 
by their Actions? The Prophet long ſince complained of this hatred 


to the Truth: Draw near hither, ye Sons of the Sorcereſs, the Seed of the Iſa. 57. 3, 4. 


Adulterer, and the Whore ; againſt whom do ye ſport your ſelves , againſt 

whom make ye 4 wide mouth and draw out the Tongue ? Are you not Chil- 

dren of Tranſgreſſion, a Seed of falſehood 2 By ſuch antic and ſcornful 

ways as ſporting themſelves, making 4 wide mouth, and drawing out 

the Tongue , [as we have ſeen even mocking Profeſſors do] they diſco- 
e 


and uttering from the Heart words of falſehood ; Judgment 1 turn d away 
backward, and Juſtice ſtandeth afar of, and Truth j fallen in the Street; 
Equity ( ſo hated, that it) can t enter, yea truth faileth, and he that de- 
parteth from Iniquity maketh himſelf a prey: If a Man will depart buz 
from common Evils, from the corrupt Converſation of the Profeffors he 


| ſhall make himſelf a prey; he expoſes himlelf to their Wrath, Fury, 
as tis in the 1 they will account him mad, 


and Indignation, or 
reckon him but as a madman, and as ſuch will ſtrive to knock him on 
the Head: Surely ſuch hate the Truth, who revile and perſecute the 
Profeſſors of it. I ſhall nor ſtand to count the vaſt numbers of theſe 
by Figures, but moſt evident it is, that there are multitudes who hate 
the truth as tis in Feſws, that would be for preying upon the Eſtates, 
Liberty, yea the very Fleſh, Life, Soul, and Eternal happineſs of all ſuch 
as depart from Iniquity : You may call ſuch Proteſtanes, bur the Scrip- 
ture tells us, ſuch belong to their Father the Devil, and we know they 
are the Children of rhe It Woman, and nor of the free Woman, as 


the Apoſtle ſairh, and we ſee : But as then he that was born after the Gal, 4. 29. 


Fleſh, 


quently their ſtate I. 59. 12. 


— — — y_ — 
= — — — — 


(24) g 
Fleſh, perſeeuted him that was born after the Spirit , even ſo it j may. 
Sad is it to think how a Man is hated, counted an Enemy, reproacht, 
reviled, and rendred the werſt of Men, if he faithfully diſcharge his 
Truſt, in Miniſering and practicing the Truth: What one Ahab for- 
merly ſaid, thouſands of pretended Proteſtants (Diſſemters eſpecially ) 
Kin. 22. 8, now do ſay, I hate ſuch a fellow, becauſe he never ſpeaks good of me; 
they hate and perſecute thoſe whoſe Works condemn them; with rancou 
1 Per. 2. 1.2. they beer or read the truth delivered by ſuch : Malice, Guile, Hypocri- 
fe, and evil ſprakings , which they ſhould put away, they come fraught 
with, and hence they reap no profit by rhe truth told them: If a Man 
runs ſot to a like exceſ5 of Riot with them, ſtrait they I count it ſtrange, 
Alu ſoeak all manner of evil of him; they ſeek to take away his Repwa- 
tion, and all that's dear to him, and why ? Bur for the ſame cauſe that 
Joh. 3. 12, Cein flew his Brother Abel, becauſe hy own Works were Evil, and hi 
78. Brothers Righteous : Marvel not my Brethren, if thoſe who are of the 
wicked ene hate you, revile you, and ſpeak all manner of evil of you, 
yea, if they ſeek your very Blood, and think they do God good Service 
thereby: It is no more than our Lord forerold, which we ſee, and 
muſt farrher ſee with our eyes; and this, as it ſhall turn to your ac- 
Phil. 1. 29. count, ſo doth it diſcover the miſerable State of theſe, who hate the 
truth and perſecute it thro your fides, 
2. As many hate the Truth, ſo few wall up to, and practice the truth 
contained in Scripture precept. Conſider here: 1. What is it that peo- 
ple account ro be Sin? Perhaps they will acknowledge ſome groſs out- 
ward acts of Iniquity to be Sin, but who reckons lying that ſpreading 
abomination of the day to be a Sin, who counts Wrath, Malice, evil 
| Speaking, Jeſting to be Sins? Who bewails Formality, Hypocriſie, who 
laments the Abomination, prevailing among Profeſſors of changing 
their natural courſe into that which is againſt Nature, of defiling their 
Garments, dreſſing and wearing contrary to the Law of Nature; theſe 
Sins ſeem either venial, or no Sins with topping Profeſſors and Preacher, 
ſuch as rake it ill nor to be thought rhe pureſe People of God. Indeed 
we are grown to ſo ſad a paſs, that few things will be own d for Sins, 
but ſuch as the very Law of Man will puniſh ; moſt ſee this and kick 
now a days if they are accuſed of Sin, crying ont, Wherein do we Sin? 
See all Ma- Is not this hardneſs to be convinc'd of Sin, owing for the moſt part 
lach). ro ſuch Preachers as ſmooth with their Tongues, and promiſe peace to the 
people, tho they walk after the Imapinations of their own Hearts > On the 
other Hand, ſee, what is it that People count to be duty? Some grant 
it is their duty to live honeſtly, to pay every Man their own, and to do 
good to others; tho alas! many that would be thought Chriſtians make 
no conſcience of practicing even theſe plain Duties: Others own it 
to be their duty to pray, yet very little conſcience is made of this duty 
in Families, and leaſt of all in Secret: Many count it their duty to hear 
the Word of God, yet few can bear the truth when they hear ir, and 


fewer yet make conſcience of obeying it. How few count every rd 
| of 


Ch. 4. 4. 
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(25) 
of God to be true, and eſteeming the whole Law to be Holy, Juſt, and 
Good, do make conſcience of every command? How few tythe Mint, M | 
Anni , and Cummin, and yer neglect nor the weighticr matters of the 3 | 
Law, Judgment, Mercy and Faith, both which our Lord hath expreſ- i 
ly commanded ? How few believe, that except our Righteouſneſs ex- Mat. 8 | 
cred the Righteouſneſs of the Scribes and Phariſees, we can in no wiſe en- Wn. 
ter into the Kingdom of Heaven. I am ſure, a Man may ſay, with a 
great deal of truth, chat the Righteouſneſs of the Seribes and Phariſees 
in many reſpects far exceeded the Righteouſneſs of rhe moſt part of Pro- || 
| feſſors at this day, yet ours muſt exceed theirs, if ever we are ſaved : | 
Our Lord tells us, very few go in the way to Heaven, becauſe the Gate Mar 7. 14. 1 
i ſtrait, and the way narrow that leadeth to life, therefore few there are | 
that find it: There are not many that ſeeł to enter in ar the ftrair 
Gate, and yet but a few even of them that do ſeck,, ſhall be able to enter 
in. It but FEW of thoſe that ſeek ſhall be ſav d, the moſt will be loſt 
for they ſeek not; Yea our Lord tells us, that many who have eat and Ver. 22. 23. 
drunk in his preſence, and in his Name have done many migbty Works, yet 
| even ſuch ſhall be rejected at laſt, becauſe they have not done the Will 
of his Father which is in Heaven: If we duly conſider theſe things, 
we ſhall find the number of the Faithful ro be infinitely ſmaller than 
we are aware of, Let us meaſure the Sanctuary by the Reed of the Rev. 11. 1. 
Word, leaving out the outward Court as prophane, and we fhall find | 
but very few inward Court Worſhippers ; that's an awful Word tho little Luk. 13. 24. 
minded, ſtrive to enter in at the ſtrait Gate, for many I ſay unto you will 
SEEK to enter in, and ſhall not be able: I wiſh this very word be not 
verify d of ſome here preſent before the Lord, that hear from time 
to time; that is, only SEEK to enter into the Kingdom in ſuch a cold 
careleſs indifferent way, that tis to be fear d they Il never be able to 
enter. Chriſt ſaith, thoſe are his Friends who do whatſoever he hath com- Joh. 15. 14. 
manded , a ſhort but weighty Text; tis as if our Lord had ſaid, I 
ſhall never reckon you my Friends, if you do not al! that I bid you; 
if you do many things and don't do all, it will not avail you: But ſay 
ſome, none of us can do af things; Indeed none of us can do all 
things, or any thing to perfection, bur every Chriſtian deſires to do all | 
things, no Chriſtian willingly neglects, or ſhuffles off his Duty, he He confirms 
ſtrives to do it as well as he is able, and thus approves himſelf a Ser- 40, to do it. 
vant of Chriſt ; but for a Man wickedly to pur off this or that Duty, Deur. 27.26, 
never to ſet about ir, but to plead againſt it, to wreſt Scripture, to read 
Books, frame Arguments, and ſeek excuſes to evade his Duty, much 
more to hate it, oppoſe it, and not to do it, tho convinc'd of it; this 
argues ſuch a one to be no Friend to Jeſus Chriſt; It is Ii Command by 
the mouth of Holy Pau/, (I wiſh thoſe that call him St. Paul, would 
make conſcience of believing and practicing what thr Saint faith) I | 
beſeech you therefore Brethren by ghe Mercies of God , that ye preſent your Rom, 12. 1. 
Bodies 4 living Sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which i your reaſox- 
able Service, Hereby it ſeems, = the duty of all Chriſtians to be 
Ho! 


ent even their Fodies as à living Sacrifice, 
„we mult diſcover our ſelves to be Chri. 
ftians even by our outward appearance, and be not conformed ro thy 
pporld (faith he) but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, that 
ye mity prove what j that good and acceptable, and perfect will of God, 
How fad is it, that contrary to this command, ſome Profeſſors now 
have a ſaying, as good be out of the World as out of the faſhion : This the 
Apoſtle is ſo far from allowing , that he forbids Chriſtians conforming 
fo the World, and would have them transform'd by the renewing of 
their mind: This I am ſure of, if your Minds are renewed , your 
Bodies will be ſo : Circumciſe your Hearts, and that will circumeiſe 
your long Hair was the true ſaying of an eminent Miniſter ; Lee even 
one (ſalth the Apoſtle) that nameth the Name of Chriſt depart from Ini- 
quity : If we judge Chriſtians by this Text, I am ſure we ſhall find 
them to be very few: Every one that is called a Chriſtian, that is na- 
med by the Name of Chriſt , muſt be ſo far from going into Iniquiry, 
that he muſt depart from it; he that dorh not thus is no Chriſtian, call 
ſuch by what name you pleaſe, Chriſtians they are not. You hare 
oftle John ſairh, Thar they who make a Road 
ice of Sin, are of the Devil, be the Sin never ſo 
ſmall, tis all one for that, if it be loved and delighted in, they that 
allow of it are of the evil one: We don't enter on God's Perogative 
[as many of our Enemies do] judging the Heart without Fruit, we 
are by Peoples Converſation, ſeeing how fem real Chriſtians there are 
even among ſwarms of titular ones : This our Lord hath bid us to do, 
and tells us, that by their Fruits we may know them, and this way we have 
ſeen in our preſent days by Scripture Light, that there are bur a fen, 
ames fairhful ro Chriſt, Now, 

III. Let us conſider what is foretold concerning FUTURE days 
and we ſhall ſee, that as it hath been, and till is, fo it 
few, very few ſhall be found faithful to Chriſt : "Tis ſaid in the Text, 
in Sardis: This is not only a Hi/tory of 
efie how ir ſhould be in the Church, 
few faithful Names ſhould be known : The Scripture often tells us, 
theſe are the laſt days, becauſe the laſt Monarchy (the Roman) was then 
poſtles times, on which account they might well 
lay, they lived in the 14ſt times, ſince they were under the laſt Beat 
that ever ſhould oppreſs the Church of Chriſt. Now concerning theſe 
laſt times, tis often forerold, there ſhall be but very few of the Faithful 
remaining in them : The Old Teſtament is full of Propheſies of this 
kind, eſpecially the Evangelical Prophet I/a:ah * ; but if I ſhould turn 
you to Old Teſtament Texts for proof of this, haply ſome of you mighr 
moſt wickedly Las moſt Profeſſors now do] flight their Authority; rhere- 
fore I ſhall! chuſe ar rh# time ro confirm this truth, that Chri/Z's Flock is 
all be very mal by ſome plain New Teſtament Texts: We are 
told from Chriſt's own mvuth, that MANT ſhall be off ended, and ſhal 
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tray one another, and ſhall hate one another, and MANY falſe Prophets Matth. 24. 
W ariſe and 2 MANY); and becauſe Iniquity ſhall 22 2 

love of MANT ſhall wax cold: The love of Chriſtians ſhall wax cold, 

becauſe Iniquiry doth abound , or is moſt in faſhion “; Few love to a 

be hot for God, when maſt are hot for Sin, that's the way to be our * Chiefly 
of the faſhion : Therefore few (very few ) are faithful, but HE that Perſecution 
ſhall indure unto the end, the ſame ſhall be ſaved : HE that indureth to Verſ. 9. 

the End, HE a fingle Perſon, the SAME individual Perſon ſhall be ſa- _—_ R 
ved: And again, Our Lord ſpeaks to the ſame purpole, Except thoſe erl. 10. 
days ſhould be ſhortned, there ſhould no fleſh be ſav'd , but for the Ele Hereſ), 
ſake thoſe days ſhall be ſhortned : I underſtand nor this Text to have an Verſ. 11. 
only reſpect to downright Perſecurion ; It means /@/ſo, that corrupt 
Principles and Practices ſhall ſo abound in the World, as to it 

the Salvation of moſt: Yer further, (ſpeaking of his ſecond coming, fairh Ver. 37. 
| Chriſt, As it was in the days of NOAH, Jo ſhall alſo the coming of the 

Son of Man be, This Text certainly has a reſpect to the paucity of 

thoſe that ſhall be fav'd , as well as their Iniguity, their munber ſhall 

be like what was in Neab's Days, as their Sins are proportionate for 

Nature: Now in the days of Noah but Eight Perſons were fav'd , and 

Chriſt compares his ſecond Coming to that time, in reſpect to the few 

Faithful and the mam Wicked that ſhall be then found; this is repeat- Luk. 17. 
ed in Luke : And further it is added, likewiſe alſo as it was in the days Ver. 26, 27, 
of Lot, they did eat, they drank, they bought, they ſold, they planted, they 28. 

builded ; but the ſame day that Lot went out of Sodom, it rained fire. and 

brimſtone from Heaven and deſtroyed them all, in the whole World but 

Eight Souls were ſaved; in five Cities but one Man was ſavd, and 

ſo muſk ir be at the end of the World: The Lord help us ſo to conſi- 

der of theſe things, as to be exceeding careful, left we fall ſhort of Sal- 

vation at laſt. Moſt certain it is, that ar Chriſt's ſecond Coming, there 

ſhall be a Conformity as in the Iniquity of moſt, ſo in the paucity of the 

Faithful, to what there was when the old World was deſtroyed: by 

Water, and -when Sodom, &c..periſhe by Fire, their Iniquities were 

then chiefly theſe wo. 1. Seth belly. or an inordinate irregular pur- 

ſuit of Worldly chings, ſuch as eating, drinking, marrying, buying, 

ſelling, planting, building, c. things in themlelves lamful, but being 

followed inordinately and irregularly, they prov'd their final Ruin; and 

who ſees not ſuch Senſuality abounding in our day, not among the pro- 

phane only, but even amidſt the moſt reſin d Preachers and Profeſſors ? 

2. Malignity was the other prevailing Sin, the old Nomd could not 

bear Noah , he was too good ſor them, and beyond meaſure envyed, 

for that he condemned them. Lot could ſcarſely live in Soom, their 

wicked doings grieved his Righteous Soul from day to day ; yea ſo 

malignant were they, that -—wo Men could nor fer peaceably in his 
Houle without an uproar made about them, and reatnings belcht 

againſt: hn: This one Fellow, ſay 2 came in to ſojourn, and — 
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(28) 
will needs be a Judge, therefore we will deal worſe with Him. Now 
when things were grown to this malignant paſs, then came Sodom; 


Ruin; and how near this Natzon, this City may be to ruin on account 


of the ſame malignity againſt Truth, and its faithful Voraries , its ſad 
ro think! What becauſe of Senſuality, and Malignity we may well 
cry out, when the Son of Man comes ſhall he find faith on the Earth? 
God knows this queſtion may be well applyed, as to the moſt in our 
day, ſo eſpecially ro ſuch vaunting Antinemians, as dream of Juſtiſica. 


tion before Faith: What Faith can be found in them that think they 


may be ſav'd without it? Alas | where will Chriſt find Faith in his 
Perſon, in his ſecond Coming, and much more in his auenging himſelf 
on evil doers > When the Son of Man comes ſhall he find +, faith in 


the Earth? This Queſtion implys a very ſtrong Negation, and ſhows 


1 Tim, 4. t; 


2 Tim. 3. I, 


p Per. 2. 1. 


there will be ſo much falling away from the Faith, that there ſhall ſcarce 
be any Faith left; fo ſaith that notable Text which ſpeaks of theſe 
times: Now the Spirit ſpeaks expreſly, that in the laſt times Men ſhall 
depart from the Faitb, they ſhall leave the Doctrine and Profeſſion of 
Faith: In the laſt days perilous times ſhall come, who make the times 
perilous [hard or difficult as tis in the Greek Kaveyi ν,⅜ ] the Apo- 
ſtle lays not the blame on Turks, or Heathens, but on Profeſſors of a 
high Rank, whoſe Characters he gives ar large, which I ſhall leave 
to your ſerious Conſideration, to ſee how exactly they ſuit with mf 
Profeſſors of this Age; who have indeed the form of Godlineſs, but a- 
las deny the power of ir, therefore from ſuch turn away : Thar there will 
be few faithful in this laſt time is alſo told us by Peter. There were false 
Prophets alſo among the People, even as there ſhall be falſe teachers among 


vou, who privily ſhall ay - in damnable Hereſies, even denying the Lord 
i 


that bought them, and 


Verſ. 2. 


ng upon themſelves ſwift deſtruction: Surely 
fay ſome, none will follow Fach People, every one will abhor and deteſt 
them: No alas! Many ſhall follow their pernitiou ways, by reaſon of whom 
the way of Truth ſhall be evil ſpoken of, and thro' covetouſneſs they ſhall 
with feigned Words make Merchandize of you ; Theſe deceivers make Mer. 


'Exrogaor) chandize of Souls; in plain Engliſh, for Money they ſell poor Souls to the 
Devil, and yet even theſe Men are proſperous ; few there are ſo faith- 


Rev. 18. 13. 


3 Pet. 3. 3. 
Jud. 18. 


ful to poor Souls as to tell them their duty plainly and ſeverely, fen 
that will reprove for Sin when they loſe by it, and bur few followers will 
ſuch have; while numerous and proſperous are ſuch as ler People do what 
they will, ſo they have their pay, ſuch as will propheſie of Mine or 
ſtrong Drink, or what you pleaſe for gain, making Merchandize of poor 
4 Antichriſts Merchants indeed, who trade in the Souls of Men: 
A dreadful thought is this! tho it may meet with Scoffers, of which 
the World is full, who are part of the plague of the laſt times. Thus 
you ſee how ſinal the faithful Remnant of God's People bave been, are 
and ſpall be. This is confirm'd from the unerring Word of God, or from 
fuch Men whoſe Teſtimony is valued, therefore receive I pray you the 
truth in the love of it: Scoff not at it as many do at all truth ** 

es 


(29) 
likes. them not: Such Atheiſtical looſe Chriſtians are worſe than the 
Devil they ſcoff at that at which the Devil trembleth ſaith Dr. Manton. 
If you believe the Scripeures, you muſt believe what is here told yon 
of the fewneſẽ of the Faithful all along, and eſpecially that they ſhall be few 
in theſe laſt Daies, till the mighty Pouring forth of the Spirit, when there 
ſhall be a gathering in of the fullneſs of the Gentiles, and the ancient 
people of God the ems, ſhall be born to the Lord as in one day, when 
all Fleſh ſhall ſee rhe Salvarion of God, and the whole Earth ſhall be 
full of his Glory; for which time we are groaning and crying our 
with our whole Hearts, Come Lord Feſus, Come quickly ! | 
Now to conclude this Head, T'll in a word or two ſhow, who are theſe 


| few faithful, who our of all the World are reſery'd for God; The Dragen 
was Wrath with the Woman, and went to make War with the Remnant of Rev. 12. ut. 


her Seed, which keep the Commandments of God, and bave the Teſtimony of 
Jeſus Chriſt. I meaſure not this Remnant by any Party, Sect, or 
Name, bur they are all, and on/y thoſe who make Conſcience of keep- 
ing all Gods Commands, and hope to be fav'd only by Faith in Chriſt: 

Here I the Patience of the Saints; here are they that keep the Command. * 


ments of God, and the Faith-of Jeſis They are ſuch and ſuch only as Rev. 14. 12. 


keep the Commands of God, and have the Teſtimony of Jeſus Chriſt, 


be they who, and where they will: Or in other words of Holy Mit; Col 
they are ſuch as are for both the Faith and Order *, the Doctrine and Zech. 11. 7. 
Diſcipline of the Goſpel, for Soundneſs in Principle, and Purity in Beauty and 
Praftice ; theſe two which God hath joyned together they will by no Band.. 


means ſeparate, and indeed wharſoever prerences are made by any, of 
their being ſound in the Faith, if their Order be nor Scriprural, they 


are bur delufive Prerences : "Tis notable to this purpoſe, which is ſaid 


by a famous Presbyterian, —“ Every Corruption in the worſhip of 
* God is an Idol, in ſo far as it is a Device of Mans own Brain, and 
the Deviſer imagineth to himſelf a God, who will not approve of 


* fuch Worſhip, which certainly is not the true God. In a right Re- 


formation, the Names of Idols are to be cut off, and to be no more 
* remembred ; Purity of Morſpip and Doctrine muſt go together; all 
corrupt F/orſhip having falſe Doctrine at the Root of it, and as Cor- 


ruption in way uſhers in Hereſy in Doctrine, ſo unſoundneſs in 
r 


* Defrine flowing from an unſound Heart, cannot conſiſt with pure 


© and acceptable Worſhip : Approved Reformation doth nor only op- 


* poſe the Error by way of De#rinal Declaration and Refutation, bur 
* alſo the Teacher of the Error, by way of Diſciplane : Falſe Doctrine 
* and corrupt ec are accompliſhed with, and flow from, not only 
the pollured and corrupt Heart, and Imaginations of Rien, but from 
the Spirit of Satan the Father of Lies, who contributes to make 
them have place in the world, among them, who receive not the 
Love of the Truth: They would do well to conſider of this who 
inſiſt chiefly on the Faith of Jeſus, without regarding the Command 
of God, ſo Men be ſound in Doctrine, ſay they, fo they hold the Fun- 

da- 


damentals as they ſpeak, that is enough, bur this is a depth of Satan; 


Rev. 13. 3. 
Ver. laſt. 


Rev. 16. 13. 


Rev. 17. 14. 
Cant. 6. 8. 
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there muſt be as well a regard to Diſcipline as to Doctrine, to Obedience 
as to Faith, or there can be no true Chriſtianity 5 they hold not tlie 
bead, ſaith Dr. Owen, that obey not his Preceprs : Bur alas how ſmal 
is the Remnant of Saints thus minded ? rhis you may fee further in the 
Book of Revelations, where you find the whole Morid wondring after 
Antichriſt, the Body of People, Profeſſors and prophane are of his fide, 
a few-only, and thoſe perſecuted and malign'd on all hands refas'd him 
homage: Now here x wiſclom to know the number of Antichriſt, it is the 
number of a Man, divided 'into'three parts LX E ©] this is his number 
L Xerrrapu,)] ofefſing - Chriſtians call d the falſe Prophet LE Eero] 
Strangers and Aliens to Chriſt call'd the Beaſt, and [Ls oaTavas] Sata- 
nical Powers call'd the Dragon. Now ſeparate theſe three ſorts from 
Mankind, how few true Believers are left for Chriſt > How few ate 
on his fide, cal'4, and choſen, and faithful, few indeed! Threeſcore 
Queens there are, [fine Churches to ſee to, yet none of Chriſt's true 
Bride] fourſcore Concubines [bare fac'd, falſe Churches] and Virgins 
without number Ca great many ſtragling conceited Profeſſors that think 


well of themſelves, that walk in no true Church Relation, that ate 


V. 9. 


not married to Chriſt in his Church: ] But alas, by the oppoſition you 
find, none of theſe are right; my love ſaith Chriſt, my andefiled is but 
ONE, ſhe is the o»ly ONE of her Mother, the is the choice ONE of 
her that bare her. True Saints are diſtinguiſht from all theſe Numbers, 


and are calld but ONE for their Paucity and Unity, the Daughters (or 


Virgins) ſaw her indeed, and they bieſt her, yea the Queens and the 
Concubines, and they praiſed her, yet did they not imitate her, nor come 


v. 10. 1p to whar ſhe was, fair as the Sun, clear as the Moon, and terrible 


> , = = 


as an Army with Banners: Thus is Chriſt's lireis Remnant, fair in his 
Righteouſneſs, clear in his Ordinances, and terrible againſt all Sinners, 
and #heſe, and only theſe few are the true Bride of Chriſt: Thus have! 
— 1 paſt, preſent and future, Chriſt's faithful Fock to be 
very jt. 

Now in the APPLICATION of this I-ſhall bur briefly make theſe 
four uſes and conclude. 


I. Ute. | See abe felly of thoſe that meaſure: their goodneſs by multieuder; 


many People have no other Reed by which tro meaſure rhe goodneſs of 
their party but their multitudes. Oh fay they, Q follow our ways, 
moſt are of our ſide: It may be ſo, but the moſt pernitious ways have 


1 Joh. 5. 19. the greateſt Crouds running in them; the whole World lies in wicked- 


Rev. 13. 3. 
Mar. 7. 13. 


Ex. 23. 22. 


nels, all the /erld wonders after the Beaſt, moſt run in the broad way, 
and ſo run into Hell. I ſhall not rake pains with ſuch as value them- 
ſelves upon Numbers to convince them of their Sin and folly, bur only 


read one Text, and if they will not believe Meſes, neither would they | 


believe, tho one thould riſe from the Dead. Thou ſhalt not follow 4 


MULTITVUDE to do evil, neither ſhalt thou ſpeak, in a cauſe to _ 
; After 
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j MA NY to wreſt Judgment: Never after this boaſt of your wa 

2 he: multitudes, nor like it the better for the ſake of a Crowd, l 
Il. Uſe. Tb Doctrine may convince ſuch of their Sin as dare object unto 

| Chriſtians, and oppoſe them for their femneſi. Oh ſay ſome, ſuch a 
People is very inconfiderable for number; they are but a few, and 
very mean, therefore to be ſure they are not in the right: But, 
Friends, Do you think the od World objected not this to NOAH? 
What are only you and the ſeven with you in the right, are we all in 

* the wrong bur you Eight ? And afterwards, Did not the reſt of the 

* ld object this to the 7 ES? What, are none in the right but 

| you? Yes they did, and on the account of their paueity and ſingulari- 

y ſought their ruin: This Haman makes his principal Argument with Rghe 
Abaſuerus for deſtroying the Fews: Theſe peeple (fays he) confine * 
God to their way; they meaſure all true Worſhip by their Bible, and s 
fay, there muſt be no Sacrifices but at their Temple; A likely thing 
indeed, that Cod can be Worſhipr no where in the World accepta- 

| bly but in their manner: On this accounr the true Church was hared, 

| and for this the Pagans afterwards oppoſed rhe CHRISTLANS , for 

are their paucity and ſingularity which they objected ro them: Say they, 

yu WW the Emperors, Kings, Governors, and all the World is on our fide ; 

| your party is very ſmall and inconſiderable, and are you only in the 
right? The very ſame Objections the Papiſts made to the PR OTE- 


ber, STANrS , as you may read in the 5 Martyrs; the King, the 
ber Queen, the * and all the learned Men of the Nation are of our 
ile way, and what ſignifies your poor ſmall party, ſay they, your Superin- 
4 tendant, your Houſe Preachers to all theſe? Ar the very ſame rate the 
rible Prelatiſts treated the PURITANS : What are you few Preciſians only in 
1 tis the right, when all the reſt of the Nation is of another way? And fer 
ners, the Trimming Diſſenters of the day are now judging the FEM R eK 
vel FAITHFUL, who being grieved at the ſpreading Abominations in the EM 
o be midſt of them, ſeparate from them and ſer alone; What are you only in 
the right > Such and ſuch Miniſters and Churches ſay and do fo and 
heſe ſo, and you muſt needs be of another mind : Bur Friends, we are of 
vv other mind than what the Principles of ſome of our Judges oblige 
4; them to be of. To all that rhus cavil againſt the Followers of Truth, 
s of becauſe of their fewneſs and meanneſs, I ſhall only ſhow their proper 
my Picture in the Phariſees, who objected the ſame things againſt Chriſt, 
nave Have any of the Rulers, or of the Phariſees believed on bom but this Joh. 7 48,49. 
ked- People who knoweth not the Law are curſed. None (ſay they ) believe 
va), on Chriſt but the Rabble ; a parcel of poor inconſiderable Fiſher Men, and 
1 the like, that are curſed for their pains: WE Rwlers , Phariſees , and 
only Great Men never intend to believe in him: You ſee then in what Rank 
hey to reckon ſuch as quarrel with Saints for their fewneſi and meanneſs , 
oy L call them Phariſees if you will, but call them not Chriſt ians. ; 


III. Uſe. 


Acts ;. 13, 
14. 
T Sam. 23. 
16. 


Mary ends. 
Mark 8. ult. 
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III. Uſe. Learn hence, that no faithful or ingenuous Spirit will he 
hindred from cleaving to the Lord and his People becauſe of their fewneſi 
Some are afraid to joyn with the Saints, becauſe they are inconſiderable 
with others there's an arm of Fleſh, but with them there is on) the 
Word of God, therefore they refuſe them, becauſe they are fo few and 
mean; they can praiſe, but durſt not jon with the Church: Moſt 
unfaithful and diſingenuous are ſuch, let the cauſe of Chriſt be never ſo 
low, the People of Christ never ſo few, true Believers will be the more 
added to the Lord for this. When David was in the Wilderneſs of 
Ziph in a Woed, in a low ſtate, Faithful Jonathan went to David into 
the Wood, and ſtrengtbened bis hands in God; the fewer, the me ane 
the People of Chriſt are, the more doth it lie upon you as your duty 
to add your (elf to them, that you may ſtrengthen their hands in God. 
A wretched Spirit is that which hinders any from devoring themſelves 
to Chriſt, becauſe of the fewneſt and meanneſs of his Followers: Let 
ſuch be ſure that Chriſt in bs Glory will be aſham'd of them, if they are 
now aſham d of him, and hu truth, or hu People in their low eſtate a- 
mong an adulterous [or baſtardly] Crew of Profeſſors. 

IV. Uſe. Learn from hence, what a ſinful thing en for Believers ty 
diſcourage themſelves becauſe of their own fewne/5. Chriſtians ſhould 
not fear becauſe of their fewneſe, rather on this account they ſhould be 


the more zealous and fervent, and give the more diligent heed to make 


{ure that they are of thoſe few faithful who ſhall be thought worthy to 
{tand in the Day of the Lord; we ſhould rejoice that we have ſuch a 
clear Mark upon ds of being the Lords peculiar People, we cannot indeed 
beware too much of whatever leads from God, moſt cautious we ſhould 
be of being drawn aſide from our Stedfaſtneſs by the Error of the Wicked 
who are numerous. Too careful we cannor be of rhe leaſt degree of 
Apoſtacy ; ſome think nothing is Apoſtacy but an utter Renunciation of 
Chriſt and Chriſtianity : Bur Dr, Owen tells us, A Defedt ion from or 
* not proceeding in Goſpel Holineſs and Obedience is Apoſtacy and cru- 
cifying the Jon of God afreſh 3; Apoſtacy from the Holineſs of the Go- 
© ſpel (ſaich he) falling from greater degrees of Strictneſs, to /eſs, is at 
* leaſt as perillow, and as much to be oppoi d, and contended againſt, as 
that which is from the Myſtery and Doctrine of Chriſt : h is more 
* dreadful and dangerous than a partial Apoſtacy from irs Truth, as it 
* avowedly attempts the overthrow of the Chriſtian Religion. It may 
be ſuch Apoſtates do not preſently renounce the Goſpel as a Lye, or 
* a cunningly deviſed Fable; they may ler the Notions of it lie looſe in 
* their Minds for a Seaſon, but when Men diſcover a Converſation 
* wholly regardleſs of the Preceprs of Chriſt, chis wag 


fp towards 
« total Apaſtacy; and of thy ſort of Apoſtates we have numberleſs Exam: 
* ples in the World! Therefore dread we the leaſt /ook/ng much more 
drawing back from a ſtrit Profeſſion to one leſs tri& ; this may iſſue iu 
rhe moſt fearful Apoſtacy, as ſaith Mr. Shepherd: On the Grave of every 


fuch, ſaith Mr, Burroughs, may be writ © Here lies an Apoſtate, wer 
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# « hath forſaken Jeſus Chriſt and hath embraced this preſent evil World ; 

| 4 for obſerve it, among thoſe that were forward in Religion and now are 

not, and (ee whether they have not more worldly Hearts than before, Ge. 

* Moſt careful therefore I ſay we ſhould be of thus ſliding from the 

© Truth in any meaſure, leſt we periſh with the Multitudes : Bur oche- 

| wiſe by no means be we diſcouraged by our Femneſi. That is a notable 

Paſſage to incourage the Hearts of the Faithful under Diſcouragements 

becauſe of their Fewneſs, Fear not thou Worm FACOB, and ye Men 

of ISRAEL (in the Margent 'tis ye few Men, they were thinn'd by Ila. 41. fe. 
| © Perſecution and Apoſt acy, yet) I will help thee faith the Lord thy > 
* « Redeemer, the Holy One of -ISKAEL. Tho we are the moſt incore- 

\ fiderable for number yet we ſhould not fear! GIDEONS Atmy was at 

Fut too many for the Lord to fave by, but WHEN they were again and 

again thinn d, to a very inconſiderable Number, of ſuch as could be 

| content with no more than bare neceſſaries THEN the Lord wrought a 

wonderful Salvation by theſe few; the fewer we are, if we keep. cke 
Commandments of God, and the Teftimony of Jeſus, the greater ſign 

| have we, that we are God's peculiar People; I wil leave in the midſt of Terk. 1 155 
| thee (ſaith God) an aſſlicted, and poor People, and they ſhall truſt in the 

| Name of the Lord: And the Remnant of Iſrael ſhall not do Iniquity, nor 

| ſpeak LIES neither ſhall a deceitful Tongue be found in their mourh, V. "3+ 
| for they ſhall feed and lie down, and none ſhall make them afraid. Ler 

me remind you of that Text you have formerly heard from; Fear nor 

| little Flock, it M your Fathers food pleaſure. to give you the Kingdom : 

| Chriſts Flock is but a little, lietle Fock (ſo the Word may be read) Luk. 12. 42. 
yet they ought not to fear, keep but the Commamiments of God, and 3 
the Teſtimony of Jeſus, Obey we God's Word, and let ns truſt to Chriſts 
Righteouſneſs, and God , even our Father , our of his good pleaſure 

will give US the Kingdom: Our fewneſs ſhall be no hindrance to 

US; he thar harh given US the Kingdom of Grace in our Hearts, and 

the Kingdom of his Church, will in his time give US the Kingdom of 

his Glory z therefore let no Saints diſcourage themſelves becauſe they 

are few in quantity, or mean in 2 for thus it hath been with the 

People of God in all Ages PAST: Thus it is at PRESENT, and 

thus it will be in time yer TO COME. 


Luk, 6. 22, 
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A CONFIRMAFION of the Preceeding Diſcouiſt 
| From the Teſtimonies of 
Dr. MAN TON, Dr. DU MOULIN, and Dr. OWEN, 


— 


—_— _— 6 
. 
« % +*<# at 4 


m po being Dead, yet ſpeak — 


In the Mouth of TWO or T HREE Witneſſes ſhall EVER! 


WORD be eſtabliſbt. 


— 


—e— 


AM not unapprehenſive, that the R Diſcourſe is liable 
to be cenſur d, not only for its Authors ſake (whoſe Name make; 


all he ſaith odious unto ſome; among whom thanks be unto God 
for his ſake, tis caſt out as evil) bur in part alſo, will diſtaſte be 


taken hereat, becauſe of the Subject, which being uncommon, and op- 


ſing the Conceits and Corrupt ions of the moſt, is nor like to paſs free 
— common Condemnation ; eſpecially if unattended with more Com. 
pany, and not defended by Orators more acceptable ro the Vulgus than 
this Author really is, or affects to be: On this account, tis expe- 
dient to ſend forth this Diſcourſe, not by its ſelf, but under the Wings 
of ſome of great Authority, who may confirm what is here delivered, 

z. no leſs Men than Dr. MANTON, Dr. DU MOULIN and 


Mi 
Dr. OWEN three of the chief, or firſt Worthies among Diſſentert, 


againſt the Teſtimony of which Triumvirate, in ths caſe the bittereſt of 
our fault finders amongſt them, can make no juſt Objection. The ff 
juſtifies us to the Presbyterzans, the laſt before the Independants, and 
the other pleads our Cauſe among the Interpendants, for he ſeem d an 
equal admirer of Mr. Baxter and Dr. Owen, therefore ler his place be 
between the other two. Now if due attention be bur given to their 
Words here quoted; it will then be found, that few Paſſages in this 
Sermon, at leaſt, not the whole of it, will paſs unjuſtify'd, nor ſhall any 
Reflections be caſt on me, which they do not take fully of , as to what 
ſeems moſt cenſorious, in what is ſaid reſpecting either the fewneſs of 
the Faithful, or the multitudes of Sinners, and the greatneſs of the Sins, 
even of Profeſſors and Preachers, Not all, or any of theſe Quotations 
were conſulted, or ſcarce” ſo much as known by me, before the penning 
of this Diſcourſe ; and now they are nor alledged as capable of adding 
any thing to the Truth here delivered: But & it was ſingularly oblig- 
ing to me, to find my Sentiments backed by ſuch conſiderable Men; 
fo is this Collection therefore made and publithr, that if poſſible, with 
reſpect to theſe Important Truths, T may not run in vain, nor labour 
in vain : And indeed, after I ſaw in what engaging Language they ex- 
preſſed my very thoughts, I willingly gave place to . ler my ſelf 

| * by 
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* by, that my Berters might 2 . 95 

uuggeſt, charity will reach good Chriſtians to think, that tis not fox 

* want of NMarter, but in deference and good Manners to Men of ſo grear 

A2 Reputation that I publiſh my mind in their words, and fo they be 

” jeeded, and the truth received, I am content to be 

bad name, which Men _ to beſtow upon me: For I bleſs God, 
r 


I ſeek not my ſelf, but 


4 Figure in rhe ſeven Churches of Aſia, was fou 

© the Stare, Graces, and Evils of all Churches in al Ager: And indeed the 
pattern and Type is ſo compleat, and perfect, that by 

r ccommodation it may be applyd to all other Churches that are not 
* nam'd here: For in them G 

ment and experience of all thoſe Ju 
be would exerciſe towards orher Churches, offending and declining in 
the ſame manner. Oh then ler us conſider this, with reflection ro our 


| DIS, for its langniſhing, we have a name that 
en of late ſeemerh to have i 


| Fence of the Truth: The Betz 
for their ſevere Innocency, ſtri 
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be heard; whatſoever enviow Enemies may 


ar no name, or a 


e ſucceſs of the Truth as ir is in JESUS. 
Firſt, Ler us liſten ro Dr. MANTON, thus ng: The Typical 
enough to repreſent 


an eaſie and fair 


was —— to give the World a docu- | 
gments, and Diſpenſations, which 


ſelves, we are concerned in it. ENGLAND may be compar'd ro SAR 
we live, Bur alas! Religi- 
all Life and Spirit; and Godlineſi to de- 
enerate into a cold form; Viſions are open and FEE pain'd : Some 
Inchantment and Effaſcination ſeemeth to abide upon our Con- 
ions, for FE Hearts are broken, FE brought into the obe- 
Chriſtians — ar were famous 

alking, conſt ant Communion with 
God, undaunted Zeal, ſweee Experiences, holy Conferences and Com- 


munications; whereas now we meet with FEW, bur ſuch as are like 


the vain Men of Iſtael, of a light Spirit, looſe Converſation, given to 


| vain wranglings and diſpures, more than to practice, and a holy life; 


and meaſuring Religion not ſo much by the power of Godlineſs, as by 
Form, Fact ion, and ſiding with Parties, God knoweth how unwill- 
ing I am to lay open our ows nakedneſs, and to declaim againſt the 
Times to which he harh diſpoſed me : Bur I ſhall indeayour to make 
out the conviction for our Humiliation and Inſtrution: ZEAL is a 
Grace ſo rare, that we ſcarfe know the nature and working of it: 
For alas, to what a ftupidneſs and cold indifferency in Religion are we 
come? Men are neither hot nor cold, we content our ſelves with a 
lukewarmneſs, and mambling of Profeſſion, middling it between Chriſt 
and the World, neither {uffering nor doing any further than will ſuit 
with our intereſts, as if in hazardous Cafes, we ſhould look on rather 
than int 
earneſtly for the Faith of the Saints, the Glory of God, or that mind 
Religion for Religions ſake: If we had more /ove, we would have 
more zeal ; if rhe Heart were gained to Religion, we would have 


more beet and power,, and not give up ourſelves to ſuch a ſecure Of- Aug, 


citancy : The Iniguity of the Times ſhould put us forward not make us 
WL | worſe, 


ſe. Where are thoſe that do ["ETeywyioeva] contend Jude 3. 


Non amat qui 


636) 


worſe, A godly Man ſhould be like Fountain Water hotteſt in code affe8 us 
Weather: Dead Fiſhes may ſwim with the Scream, and every carnal MW acquaint 
Heart walk according to the trade of Iſrae/: When the wicked prevail, ſor ſome , 


Jok. 17. 9. it is ſaid of the godly Man, that he ſpall hold on hu way, and he that x new, na! 
righteous grow ſtronger and ſtronger. True Grace and true Zeal by an W carnal N 
Antiperiſt afis 1s beſt in the worſt times, but it is otherwiſe with us: Our they acc 
MINISTRY leave themſelves at a looſe liberty, and indifferency to comp eth Iaſi 

2 with all Parties, and launch forth no farther than they may get to ſb . ple. II 
again if a ſtorm ariſe ; our PEOPLE are in an unſettled heſit at ion, rex W ſacre in! 
dy to draw back upon every trouble, pleading for the ſtumps of Dagon, W ing ; tru 
and revolting in their Hearts to the old ways : And truly as yet the evil only we 
days are not fully come, ſo that this Grace [of Zeal] is not thoroughly be ieſt op 
exerciſed : however a cold indifferency in ſuch times, will in very evil and tur? 
times be a flat Apoſtacy. Certainly this is clear already, that we are Such Af 
much gone from our firſt love; at the firſt breaking our of Reformatim of God: 

what heat and violence was then offered to the Kingdom of God? conſcien 
What Zeal againſt the little Foxes? Now we are at a ſtand, the old are now 
World (like old Men) every day hing more of its heat and fervour: own Fri 
Melan&hons Prophecy is almoſt verify d; he was fo ſenſible of the de. deſtre occ 
eay of Zeal in his time, that he feared the World would come to ac. the t. 
count Religion à matter of nothing, or a word-ſtrife, not worthy Mens re- only ou 
gard and ingagement, and truly it is even brought to that paſs; Iaſpid and Ho 
Formality, and dead heartedneſs is found every where : We are your what pr 
8 won- 


life in the ways of God; a truly godly Man is to be the Worl Content. 
| der, the Worlds reproof , the Worlds conviction; the Worlds wonder ſpeaker] 
3 Pet. 4-4. they think ſtrange, Sc. you hold forth ſuch Mortification and ſelf hke Ju 
denial ; he ſhould be roo the Worlds reproef, by building an'Ark Noah abound 
condemned the World; and then the Worlds Conviction, fo that they beavent) 
may ſee God in them of a truth: But alas! How vain, carnal, fenſuad WM 
are moſt Men ? It is even our Deſcription, Having a form of Godlineſs name? 
bur denying the power thereof. Denying the power, that is, refuſing indeed 
and reſiſting that inward vertue and force of godlineſs, by which the Godlin 
Heart ſhould be renew'd , and the converſation rectify d: Poffibly braided 
Pons offe de- there may be more Light bur lefs heat: What Senera obſerv'd of bs juſtify's 


uns fieubs Times is true of ours; they were leſs good when they were more learn- - Nazi 
_ " £ e. ed; for now we rather diſpute away — than —_ them : Oh! therefo 


tis ſad when Knowledge ſhall devour good life, and notion ſpoil Know- have ti 
kdge ; that of Hugo is but too juſt a Character of us; Amane lectio- Fleſo, 
nem non Religionem, Immo amore lectionis in odia u incidunt Re livions ; em. 
multos video ſtudioſos, N Rligiaſos, &c. Many deſire to know, FEW will ha 
to live, yea Knowledge ſeems to make Men leſs ſtrict and holy, for godly; 
they diſpute away Religion the more they underſtand of ir. Oh ! how they e 
welcome were the firſt appearances of Light, when ve came newly ſecurel 
our of darknefs, whoſe ee did not fay within .m [yatgs ed, it will 
welcome ſweet light? When it was a new thing, how ſtrangely did it gotten 


affect purgir 


a. 
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affe& us? But tis the — fate of the Word to be deſpiſed _ 
acquaintance z ye rejoyced in his Light Lxedòs ear] for a Seaſon, 
for ſome ſmall time when firſt he began to ſhine : We love it whilſt tis 
new, nauſeate it after ſome acquaintance and knowledge of it: Now 
carnal Men are all for [Te Ba9y] depths as they ſay; that is what 
they account great and deep myſteries, which the Spirit of God account» 
eth Ilſafions — : Surely God will meet with ſuch a wanton peo- 
ple. The Continuaror of Sleiden ſhoweth, that before the great Maſ- 
ſacre in France, the Proteſtants were for a luſcious wanton kind of Preach- 
ing; truly we cannot abſolutely determine what will become of us; 
only we have cauſe to fear, that conſcientiom Sermons and Viſions may 
be leſt open, that they may. be the more pret io : Plain Apeſt acy [ abounds} 
and turning round to thoſe things which we hated in others before: A 
Such Apoſtacy is a Sin of a double die, as being againſt former experience 
of Gods Judgmenrs on others; and the former Judgment of our own 
conſciences: Why were we ſo keen againſt that in them to which we 
are now revolted our ſelves? Alas! what a ſad thing is this that Religions 
own Friends ſhould betray her; that you ſhould' give oceaſion to them that 
deſre occaſion, and make good all their Reproaches. Religion is made 
| the ſtalking Horſe to every ſelf-ſeeking deſign; many hold it forth 
only our of a deſire to advance ome private endt, to ger Preferment 
and Honour in the World, or ſome opportunity to inrich themſelves; 
what prejudice is done to Religion, by Pride, deſire of Greatneſs, and 
| Contention between the Paſtors and Prefqſors of it? Thus Ignatius eis laro: 
ſpeaketh of ſome that were not Chriſtians ſo much as Chriſt- Sellers, Me Xe 
hke Jude that follow'd Chriſt only ro make gain of him. © Oppoſition 5*{4Tv291 
abounds, and ſuarling at Piety and Purity; ue are afraid to be too 
beavenly, and rej ect Government becauſe it would croſs their Licentiouf- 
| neſs. How apt is an Enpliſh Spirit to hate godlineſs under ſome other 
name ?And how do Men that have but a form ſnarle at the power? And 
indeed the Apoſtle Paul obſerveth rhe ſame thing, having a form of | 1 
| Godlineſs, 475 iſers. of thoſe that are good. Men do not love to be up- q 
braided by hers: Rightoouineſs „they would fain have their: l2zineſ3 1 
juſtify'd by the common defect. | 
- Nazianzen ſpeaketh, they would have none zealous and excelling, 7ya % md K- 
therefore thoſe that are contented with a form, will hare thoſe that yw 78 xa7" 
have the power, we can look for no other: He that was born after the auTes A 
Fleſh, perſecured him that was born after the Spirit, even fo tis now: TH). 

e may alſo add, and ſo 'tis now, and ſo twill be: Carnal Chriſtians - | 
will have ſome pretence or other to perſecute thoſe that are more Gal, 4. 29. 
godly ; the World hath gotten ſome names and prerences, under which 
they carry on their hatred againſt the Power of Godlineſs, the more 
ſecurely, and with leſs dread, io that if any be of godly Converſation, 
it will be enough ro make him a Sectam, &c. When the Name is once 
gotten up, miſchief and malice will make no diſt inction; we looked for 
purging the Land and tis more deiiled, Oh! How may the mp 

| om 


R +a 2 
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| dom ſet down like the Church in Micah, and mourn 2 Tam as whey 
Mic. 7. 1. 2. they have gathered the Summer Fruits, as the Grape gleanings of the Vine. 
age, the good Man # periſht out of the Earth, there i nous upright upon 
the Earth, they all lie in wait for Blood, they hunt every Man hu Brother 
by a Net. Teal is decay'd, the Power of Godlineſs is gone, the word 
defpiled, .Rebigion hath received Wounds in the Houſe of her Friend, 
and is made a pretence to every baſe deſign, FE ſeek to propagate it, 
and ir meets with much ſnarling and - oppoſition every where : Iniquity 
is now grown impudent, the cauſes how we come thus to languith and 
decreaſe are two; The one is the proſperity which God of his me 

had given to his People: The Church who is the heir of che Cro 
15 ſeldom able ro e and weild an outward happy condition: [ 
remember Nazianzen obſerverh , that it hath ever with more honour 
indured miſery, then with ſafery improved happineſs and ſucceſs; that 
maketh us always degenerate or divide: Sometimes when Conſtantine 
favour'd Religion, poyſon was ſown in the Church, Chriftians began 
to loſe their ancient ſeverity, and to look after eaſe, honouts and plea- 
ſures in the World: Thoſe Chriſtians chat meet with nothing but 
hard things in the World, and from the World are more heavenly and 
holy; for the inward Exerciſes of Mortification are much advantaged 
by their outward condition, and the World being -crucify'd ro em, 
they are the better crucify'd ro the World; it neither ſmileth upon 
them, nor they upon it: Another occaſion of languiſhing and decreaſe 
may be openneſs of Viſions : Carnal hearts are ſoon cloy d, the Word hath 
leſs{power when openly preacht: AGoſpel-ghurred Stomach doth often 
force God to provide ſome ſharp remedies, the want and famine of the 
Tech. 5.7. Word, and then any little thing is precious. 7+ ſhould (ſaith the Lord) 
bave hearkned to the former Prophets when Jeruſalem was inhabited, and 
| in proſperity, and the Cities thereof round about ber, and Mien inhabited 
Ezra. 9. 8. tbe South of the plain: And faith Exra, and now that the Lord hath 
new d us ſuch Grace to give us 4 nail in the holy place, &c. Mark how 
welcome evety little thing is to them then, a Nail in the holy place is 
a mercy ; that is, ro ſee one Pin or Nail driven into the Rafters of the 
Temple, whereas before they would not know their own mercies, When 
Preachers provide for Mens Luſts rather than their conſciences, Religi- 
on is embaſed and loſeth power: A Minitry that ſtayeth in the paint 
of airy _ beget but painted Grace; when we come 5 => de- 
reale monſtration of the Spirit we come in power, with plain and ſolid con- 
Pony viction : This ts » Sin, this the curſe and ar! wry Notion eateth 


Gal. 6. 14» 


Jude 3. out all ſaving Knowledge; take heed of ſubtile Notions that beget 
only Speculation, and do not ſtir up to practice: Men turn the Grace 
Jer. 4. 10. of our God into wantonneſs, they debauch the Grace of God, that is, 


the Dodine of Grace: When thoſe that ſhould have been Prophers, 
cried peace, peace: See what Feremiah ſaith, Ah Lord! ſurely thou haſt 
deceived thy People, in faying they ſhall have peace ; twas done in God's 
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| their burden, the lazy World would fain lie upon 
draw the Curtains and reſt, and therefore light # troubleſome ; but re- 
| member chats a carnal iteb that muſt be claw'd , and the times will 


go that was given to the Saints to be k 
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by the falſe Prophets, and they were as ſecure as if God himſelf 
Md faid ſo. Oh that we would all joyn together, quaſi manu falt a 
(tis Tertulliams Word) in a W to beſiege Heaven by 
prayers, until more Spirit and Life be poured out; 7 to him that 
hath the ſeven Spirits to look 3 another dead SARDIS ; [for] the, _ _ 
Prophets propheſie lies, and the People love to have it ſo; a vain Peo- Jer. 5. 31. 
ple do bur incourage a vain Miniſtry; the People begin to grow wea- 
y of ſavoury and ſound Knowledge; the Teſtimony of the Mineſſet EN 
was a torment to the Dwellers on the Earth; | Preaching is Rev. 11. 10; 
the Bed of eaſe, 


be ſad when Men cannot indure ſound Doctrine: The indiftin& and un- 2 Tim. 4. 2. 
due Preaching of Chriſt is the cauſe of all the ſooſeneſ: and vanity into 

which Religion is degenerated : Some are all for Do&rines of Chriſt 

others will hear nothing of him: Scandalous Miniſters do pull down wit 

one bg 14 ds — ; _ and Diſcipline is the 

ence of Religion, and a Church well governed is terrible à an Arm 7M 
— — that is; full of beauty and firength. We live in a Frida Cant. 6, 4. 


| Ape, * curſe 4 indifferency hath done a preat deal of miſchief ; Are 


we afraid ro meddle with ſuch as ſhrowd themſelves under the glori- 
ous names of Saints 2 We will not oppoſe Saines, and fo lex the truth <2 

| | by them, Oh my * 
Paul withſtood Peter to the face when Truth was like to ſuffer | 580 | 
ſhould E withſtand them ro the face, rather than make ſuch ſad Gal. 2. 12.] 
work for the nent Age, and leave our poor Babes to the danger of er- 
ror and ſeducement; What's become of our Zeal? There's none va- ,. 
lant for the Truth — the Earth: Prejudices and fnrereſta blind Men 1 
ſo, that they cannot ſee what they ſee, and are afraid to be zealous, f 1" 2 
leſt they ſhould be accounted birrer, Things comparatively little may ſuch a 5 


Pray let tbie 


be great in their own ſphere, eſpecially in their ſeaſon, when they are heat for little 


the trur he of the preſent Age, and now brot forth by God upon the ing 

ſtage of the World, thac we may ſtudy his mind in them: Better Hea- 

ven and Barth ſhould be blended together in confuſion (fairh Luther) Potius ruat 
then one duſt of God's Truth ſhould periſti, If the Lord calls us out cum quem 
to the defence of them, what ever cometh of ir, we muſt be faithful: pereat una 
A Man may make Shipwrack of a good conſcience in ſmall matters, ſay mica verita- 
not it is a little one, and my Soul ſhall live, Hearken to Satan and 25. 5 
thi will be a little one, and that ſhall be a little one, till we have 
litele d away all the principles of Faith, I rell you, the World hath 
counted thoſe ſmall things for which the Children of God have ventur d I 
their all; tis your duty to take the little Foxes , the leſſer truths are 
not to be ſlighted in their time and place; they deſerve an earneſt con- 
tention, therefore it ſtandeth us upon-ro be zealous, even to ſufferings 
tor the leſſer Truths, that we may prevent the farther eneroachments 
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of Satan, and Antichrift his eldeſt Son upon the liberties and privil 
ges of the Saints of God, God taketh notice of thoſe: FE name; 
that are zealous for him in dead times, that mind rhe advancement gf 
Piety, whilſt others debaſe it, they ſhall walk with me in white; eithe; 
God will proyide an Ark of ſafety for you for the preſent, or give you 
Heaven, which ſhall make amends for all, | 
Secondly, Hearken to Dr. DU MOULIN, who fully juſtifies whatſoe. 
ver may be thought cenſoriouſneſs in this Sermon. It is the greateſt aſto. 
niſhmenr (faith he) to me in the World, that the groſs of mankind do 
live as if they were never to die, all their thougbes and buſie amount 
only to this, as the Apoſtle phraſes it, to purſue the luſts of the Fleſh, 
the lufts of the Eye, and the pride of Life, and to advance their carny 
intereſta in this World, as if there was nothing more to hope for, or to 
fear on the other ſide of the Gulph which all muſt ſhoor ; or ar leaſt a; 
if ii were but a matter of ſmall ſignification to think what ſhall be. 
come of us, when we are to go we know net where at Death. The 
univerſal deluge of all (fave the Family of Noah) repreſents the ſmal 
number of the choſen and faithful Ones, whom God reſerved from the 
general Damnation: Of all the World, curſed by the Sin of Adam, 
God only reſerved from him down to Noah a very FEE of the faithful, 
according to the proportion of eight Perſons, to ſo many millions of Men 
and Women drowned by the Flood: The FEM that were ſaved from 
drowniag, and the vaſt numbers of thoſe chat periſit in the Water, 
were an expreſs Figure, not N of the Eternal Election of thoſe to 
whom God deſigned Salvation, bur alſo of the extream different num- 
ker of the Elect and reprobate, the former being ſo FEA and the o- 
ther ſo vaſtly great. The Perſon of Abraham and his Family are re- 
preſentations of the ſame nature: eſpecially the Land of Canaan is a 
type of the Kingdom of Heaven, in which there entred but a very FEW 
Perſons comparatively to all rhe Inhabitants of the Earth, and thoſe 
that did not enter into it, were a plain and manifeſt Figure that all 
the World ſhould go into perdirion,excepring a very FEE that are but 
as one Perſon for a hundred thouſand or millions, or at moſt but two Per- 
| ſons, as Caleb and Jaſhuah for all the reſt of the People of I/rae/. Con- 
ſider the face of the whole World during four-thouſand years, of a han- 
dred thouſand not to mention a million, one fingle Perſon could ſcarſe 
be ſav d. It muſt be obſerved, that God from all the corruption, and 
general Idolatry only reſerved Abrabam and his poſterity, where God 
was outwardly worſnipt according to his commands; and this is a 
thing to be believed, chat the greateſt part of Abrahams poſterity, tho 
they were circumciſed in their Fleſh, yet were not in their Hearts: 
Unger the Judges and Kings, they were for the moſt of them Idolaters, 


mofe than half of the Kings of Judah were ſo for above Three hundred. 


and fourſcore years, and al the Kings of Iſrael quitred the Service of 
the true God, and drew off all their Subjects ro their own n 
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(4) 
God not only ſuffered all the World, excepring the Land of Canaan to 


remain in perdirion, bur alſo that the greateſt part of his People ſhould 
follow che courſe of the Gentiles, fince that of twelve Tribes he will'd 


or permitted ten of them, publickly ro embrace the worſhip of the 


Gentiles, and ro keep ro himſelf bur a handful of Perſons, as were the 


ſeven thouſand that did not conform to the Gentiles Worſhip , among 


whom allo I am confident, none can be aſſured that there were no 
Hypocrites ; for even of thoſe who were nor Idolaters, and who had 
not bow'd their knees to Baal, but were fixt to the pure ſervice of 
God , the Prophers faid, they drew near to God with their mouths , but 


© their hearts were far from him, It is eafie to make it our, and ir is bur 
What may be gathered from the words cf St Paul, that God in times Acts 17. 30. 

pat ſuffered all Nations to walk in their own ways ; and that the times Acts 14. 16. 
© of this ignorance God winked at, and from the Greek Word Le] 
that babes the coming of our Saviour Chriſt, God lefr all the World 


in perdition, and conſequently for one of Abraham's 2 that was 
faithful, and ſaved, many millions of Perſons among the Gentiles, or ra- 
ther all the Gentiles were reprobate: To which, if you pleaſe to add 


this conſideration, that among a hundred Perſons of Abraham's poſteri- 
ty, thoſe that were called and circumciſed in their Foreskzns, ſcarce was 
© rhere one found circumciſed in Heart, which doth mighrily advance 
the number of the reprobate before the coming of Jeſus Chriſt : And 
to come to the time of our bleſſed Saviour, of the ten thouſands ro 
whom that holy GOD-MAN Jeſus preacht, hardly will you be able 
to ptove, or ſubſtantially find any thing to ground your belief that a 
| hundred of them were converted: Jeſus Chriſt ſays, that his Flock is 

ſmall, that there are bur few Perſons that enter into the Kingdom of 


Heaven, that when he ſhall come again upon the Earth, he ſhall zoe 


| find Faith in it; that all rhe World ſhall run after the Beaſt, that the 


number of the Ele is very little in compariſon of rhoſe that are called, 


and conſequently that the number of the called is infinitely leſs than 


that of thoſe who are not called: It is eaſie ro ſhew by Hiſtory, that 
of five Fungred, or a thouſand called in Iſrael, ſcarſe will you find one 
faithful; inſomuch, that tho rhe called People were ſo greatly nume- 
rous, the Prophets (particularly Iſaiah) complain, that hardly one be- 
lieved their report or preaching, a million were rejected for one ſaved: 
Certainly he that ſhall conſider that very ſmall number of the Chriſti- 
an Church, from Jeſus Chriſt's time down to our days, will find, that 


during all the long ſpace from that to this, the number of Chriſtians 


hath not been one Perſon in twenty or thirty that lies under the darkneſs 
of Paganiſm, and that of a hundred Chriſtians ninety and nine have been 
Hereticks or wicked. Euſebius remarks in the third Age of the Chri- 
ſtians, that when they had ſome abatement of the , they 
ſlacken d alſo in their heat of practiſing Piety and Charity, which in 
the time of perſecution did — unite them; and that _—_ . 

| a 
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| (42) 
Factions, Ambition, and avarice had corrupted the Biſhops. Sulp;:;. 
w Sever in the fourth Age gives them both no better Character: 
He ſays of the Biſhops, that they were vitious, ambitious, and facti. 
ous Perſons, Martin, Biſhop of Tours was much like unto the Pro. 
phers Elij ab, and Eliſha, for being almoſt the only Perſon that kept 
his Integrity, and his holineſs, amidſt the general corruption. Chr. 
ſoſtome in the ſame Age, doth oft times enlarge himſelf upon this ſub. 
ject, of the ſmall number of the Elect, or of the Faithful, in compariſon 
of thoſe that deſcend into perdition : He tells us, that as he wa; 
Preaching to a very great audience, to no fewer in his judgment than 
twenty thouſand Men, all on the ſudden he fell into a ſhower of tears 
upon a thought that then came into his Head and extreamly troubled 
him, that he did not believe there were above twenty Perſons in all that 
great amaſs of People that belong d to the Election of Grace, in whom 
might be found the Character of a faithful Soul and Child of God. 
To come to the fifth Age, Salvian, a famous Man, who lived a long 
while in that Age, ſpeaking of his time, ſays, That except a very ſmall 
number the Chriſtians were a fink of wickedneſs and impuriry [[preter 
pauciſſimos quoſdam qui mala fugiunt, quid eſt aliud Chriſtianorum cetu; 
quam ſentina vitiorum ?] and all over, that holy Man reftifies the grief 
he had to fee how Hereſie, and the practice of Vices raign'd among 
Chriſtians, whoſe horrible diſorders he openly rook notice of, If the 
greateſt Lights of the pureſt Antiquiry of the Church were bur dark. 
neſs, and if of five hundred at that time, it can ſcarce be believed that 
one was ſaved , what might we think of the number of the Elect in 
the following Ages, which as Jeſus Chriſt ſays, were darkneſs its ſelf 
when all the World ran aſter the Beaſt, and when for above eight hun- 
dred years, Thoſe Monſters. of Men the Popes drew all Europe into 
perdition: If we deſcend gower down after Gregory the 1ſt, as far as 
the Reformation began by Luther, I do nor believe that for more than 
a thouſand years, one Perſon among zen millions of the Chriſtian Reli- 
gion could be ſaved, e a ſmall ſcantling of the Waldenſes and 
Albigenſes ; for throughout all Europe it differ d bur very little from 
Paganiſm, it conſiſted only in falſe Miracles, Ge. Certainly whoſo- 
ever will but make any ſerious Reflections, will ſcarſe find, that 
when only the name of the Pope had the vogue, one Perſon could be 
ſaved in a million, and before of a hundred, or two hundred Perſons, ſcarce 
one faithful could be found, whoſe holineſs of Life was correſpondent 
ro that of his Doctrine. And indeed, in our days we can meet with 
but very FEN, that labour to take the Kingdom of Heaven by violence, 
and who like Jacob wreſtle with God, not letting him go before he bleſs 
them, or who have thoſe marks of the Children of God, without which 
they cannot be ſaved ; who dedicare all their Thoughts, Words, and ARi- 
ons, all their Services, and Labours, their — — Drinking, their Sleep- 
ing and Waking to the Glory of God; whoſe Converſation is as * 
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Citizens of the Heavenly Jeruſalem, whoſe lives are a conſtant pre- 
aration for being diſſolved, and going to their Bleſſed Redeemer Je- 
{as Chriſt: Theſe marks and ſigns of the Children of God, ſhew that 
the number of the Elect is very ſmall, which will appear yer in a much 
fuller evidence, if you will caft your eyes upon the preſent ſtate of the 
World, and acknowledge that which is as great a truth as any can 
be in the World, 1. Thar there is no Salvation but among Chriſtians. 
2. That the greateſt number of the Eleft, and of the Faithful is 
the Reformed. 3. That in a hundred reformed, it would not be a lit- 
tle difficult to find one Perſon in whom either he himſelf, or any other 5 
could find the true marks of an Elect, or Child of God, which do 
not only conſiſt in an ourward Profeſſion of pure Chriſtianiry , and of 
the truths of the Goſpel, but in a converſion from the ſtare of Nature 
into that of Grace; for who will believe that theſe [following] paſſa- 
ges of the Holy Scriprure, Enter in at the ftrait Gate; out your 
Salvation with fear and trembling , fight the good fight of Faith; ſtrive 
againſt fleſh Blood, againſt Principallities and Powers : Continue in prayer 
with zeal and fervour, preſs forward toward the mark for the — of the 
high calling; forget the things that are behind, and reach forth unto thoſe 
things that are before: I crucifie my Body and my Fleſh, leſt I become my 
ſelf a caſt-away. Who will believe I ſay, that all theſe places of the 
Holy Scriprure, do only ſpeak of a ſlight endeavour that may be well 
enough acquitted, altho it be —_ ently : Our Proteſtants now 
a days, for rhe moſt part love a free generous air of prophanity , 
and indifference in matters of Religion: They are now bred up in the {| 
Art of coming juſt upon the skirts of Sin, without touching the Sin ir 
ſelf: Thoſe who have the moſt affection for the Proteſt ane Doctrine, 
love to trouble rhemſelves but with a very ſmall pittance and ſcantling 
of Holineſs of Life : True Converſion is a ſaving change , rhar rakes | 
down ſelf, and ſers up Chriſt as Soveraign of the Soul ; Nevertheleſs pſ1 .g 26 
they did flatter him with their mouths , and they lied to him with their „ 8 
Tongues, for their Hearts were not right with him, neither were they ſted- 37. 1 
faſt in hu Covenant. I wiſh our Preſehhtes, (yea all Profeſſors) to try 
the ſincerity of their converſion by ſuch a —_— , and whether 
their Religion is joyn'd with a deſign to lead a life, whoſe holineſs, 
purity, and exactneſs may be commenſurate to that of the Proteſtant 
Doctrine: Viſit all the Families, and all private Perſons that talk of Re- 
ligion; and I am greatly dzceived, if moſt of chem are not Proteſtants 
rather thro Birth, Cuſtom, Chance, and Ignorance , than thro an illu- 
minated and unbiaſſed ea; moſt time excepting that imployed in 
the neceſſities of Life, and of a Trade, or Calling, is ſpent either in 
the Study or in Converſations, Companies, and Diſcourſes that are 
| bur of very little fignificancy, or elſe they ſerve only to fill up the Va- 
cuun of time, in which a great deal of pains is taken to do nothing, 
and wherein they labour rather ro _ and recreate rhemfelves, than 
2 either 
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either to inſtruct others, or to be inſtructed by others. There is x 


million of Reprobares ro one that ſhall be ſaved , which is a dreadful 
ching ro think on, that the Lord Jeſus Chriſt came only into the World 
to ſave ove Man among a hundred thouſand , or rather a million; ti 
an abyſs that neither can, nor ought ro be ſounded. If one durſt to 
proceed upon this ſubject farther than I have done, and well weigh 
the words of St. Paul, that God in times paſt ſuffer d all Nations to walk 
in their own ways, that is to ſay, that he left them to periſh in them: 
One might find chat the proportion of the number of the Reprobate 
to that of the Elect before the advent of Jeſus Chriſt, and before the 
Preaching of St. Peter had converted three thouſand, is not the number 
neither of a thouſand, nor of a million, but of millions of millions to one 
Perſon that is ſaved : Alſo one might find, that in the poſterity of 4. 
braham, which God had choſen our of rhe general Damnarion to be 
his Elect People, and his peculiar Treaſure ; there were ſcarce of five 
hundred or a thouſand Iſraelites one that was elected, faithful, and in 
whom there was no guile. There remains yer one conſideration that 
Prongl proves the number of the faithful People of God, to be incon- 
parably ſmaller than can be imagined ; and that is, © that Piety now 
at thy day is lookt upon as a crime, not only by the Enemies of the 
* reformed Religion, bnt alſo by thoſe that make a ſpecious profeſſion 
of ir, after the moſt orthodox manner, who reckon excellent Men that 
«© 1mirare and follow Piery, Hypocrites, Fanaticks, and Perſons, whoſe 
« reaſons are but fancies, and they diſtracted too. In England up- 
wards of fifty years T've obſerved an averſion in moſt is the Ser- 


Th Avet- vants and People of God. * All theſe Conſiderations of the ſmall num- 
ſion fonce # ber of the Elect, that it may be of a million of Men from Adam down 
increaſed not to our days, we can ſcarce be ſure of one that is ſaved, ought to make 


abated. 
2 


every Perſon careful and ſolicitous about his own Salvation. Saran clo- 
ſes in with the flattering Imaginatiens of thoſe that are preſumptusu, 
repreſenting ro them rhe fine promiſes of God, whilſt in the mean time 
he conceals from them hx commands, he will be often remembrin 
them with the words of St. Paul, that there is no condemnation to thoſe 
that are in Feſus Chriſt, but he will beg your excuſe for not adding the 
following words, that ths promiſe doth not belong to thoſe that walk af- 
ter the Fleſh, but after the Spirit. He will be putting them in mind 
of King David's Word, with thee there is pardon, but to be ſure not 
a tittle ;farther will he go on, and ſay, that thou mayſt be feared ; and 
of thoſe, Bleſſed the Man to whom the Lord imputes not Iniquity ; but 
there he ſtops, and you ſhall never by his means hear of rhe next 
Words, in whoſe Spirit there no guile. Prophane and diſſolute Per- 
ſons find the Words of St. Peter much to theit guſto, that Feſus Chriſt 
bore our Sins in his Body on the Tree; but what the Holy Apoſtle adds 
cannot at all go down with them, that ſo we being dead to Sin may live 
wnto Righteouſneſs, "Tis the ſting of Holineſs when Men dally yo 
| in, 
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Sin, and will be playing with ſnares and baits, and allow a ſecret /iber- 
Y in their Hearts to Sin, conniving at many Workings of it, and noe 
ſetting upon Mortification with earneſt indeavours: Tho' they be 
convinc d, yet they are not perſwaded to ariſe with all their might a- 

alnſt the Lord's Enemies, but do his work negligently, which is an 
accurſed thing. This ought to induce every Man to ſtand carefully 
upon his guard, and to beg of Almighry God, continually to preſerve 
him from the temptation of ff aſſaults, for fear leſt ſaffering himſelf 
to be ſurprized with them, He paſſes on farther, till at laſt he comes 
to a reprobare ſenſe; he ought to do what Jeſus Chriſt commanded, 
watch and pray that ye enter not into temptation [ In primis finibus ar- 
cendus hoſtts, nam cum intravit , & portis ſe intulit, modum a Captivis 
non accipit, dum ſervitur libidint , 75 conſuetudo , dum conſuetudini non 
reſititur , fit neceſſitas] and not to dwindle and grow leſs in the Study 
and Practice of Piety. Every Chriſtian — continually to hold 
this neceſſary Ballance in his hand, where on the one ſide he puts the 
horrors and terrors of Damnation, and on the other, the excellency 
the advantage, che happineſs of Regeneration. Eternal Damnation is 
ſo horrible a ſtate of evil, and our Regeneration an Attempt, or indea- 
your ſo full of difficulty, that to avid and eſcape ſo great an evi, 
and to obtain ſo great a bleſſing and happineſs, and to labour in ſo good 
a work, all diligence may be accounted flack, and our utmoſt indea- 
pours too remiſs and lightly. 

Now heed the awful Words of the third and laſt Witneſs, via. 
famous Dr. OVEN here bro't in to confirm rhe truths delivered in the 
foregoing Diſcourſe, Certainly the Lord Chriſt may ſay to the 
Churches and Nations, among whom his Name is yer owned in the 
World How is the faithful City become an Harlot ? It was full of Judg- 
ment; Righteouſneſs lodged in it, but now Murderers : Thy Silver M be- 
come droſs, thy Wine mixed with Water. Certainly we can never e- 
nough admire the profound negligence, and ſecurity of MOST Churches 
and Profeſſors in the World. Some are wanton and careleſs under their 
Profeſſion, making little difference between truth and error: Theſe 
things have brought MOST Churches under the power of Apoſt acy ; for 
where Men under the Profeſſion of the Truth, will continue profligate 
in Sin, God will judicially give them up unto ſuch deluſions, as thall 
flood them away into open Apoſtacy from it. Many complain of, and 
more fear a defection from the Goſpel, It is evident in how many things 
the Doctrine of it is already by ſome corrupted, by whom it was for- 
merly profeſſed : Inſtances of as great Apoſtacies, as the name of Chri- 
ſtianity is capable of, are multiph'd among us; and yet how FEW 
regard it, or conſider what is their duty or their danger in ſuch a ſea- 
ſon : The very Profeſſion of Piety is much /oſt, yea much derided among 
many: Duties of Holineſs , ſtrictneſi of Converſation , communication 


unto Edification , are not only neglected, bur ſcorn'd. It is in 2 | 
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places a bt Iabaur to ſeek for Chriſtianity among Chriſtians ; and the 
degeneracy ſeems to be encreaſing every day. There is among, and 
in the Churches whereunto the generality of Chriſtians do reckon them. 
ſelves to belong, a viſible Apoſtacy from that Piety, Holineſi, and Rob. 
geouſneſs which the Goſpel indiſpenſably requireth in all the Diſciples uf 


Chriſt, and which the Primitive Chriſtians did earneſtly follow, and 


eminently abound in; the iſt eccaſion hereof in al Ages hath been gi. 
ven by, or taken from the publick Teachers, Guides, or Leaders of the 
People in matters of Religion. 2. Multitudes are led into it, and 
and countenanced in the ways of Sin and prophaneſs, by a falſe appro- 
priation of juſtifying Names and Titles unto them in ways of ſin and wick: 


 edneſs. 3. Great Examples of Perſons exalted in places of emineng, 


have had a ſignal influence into the encreaſe and furtherance of this 
Apeſtacy. 4. This Apaſt acy hath been very much promoted by Perſe. 
cut ion: I ſpeak not of outrages committed on the Flock of Chriſt, by 
Wolves in their own Skins, but by ſuch as have got on Sheeps Cloathing, 


E profeſſing Chriſtians perſecuting one another: whoſoever offereth vi- 


lence unto the Life of any, on the account of their profeſſion of the Go- 
ſpel and Religion of Chriſt, be ir under what pretence it will; he doth 
therein, and ſo far joyn himſelf unto that Apoſtate State, which ſhall 
be deſtroyed. 5. Want of watchfulneſs againſt the inſinuation of Natio- 


nal Vices, and the prevailing Sins of the preſent Age hath effectually pro- 


moted an Apoſtacy from Evangelical Holineſi, among the generality of 
Chriſtians ; commonneſs takes off the ſenſe of guilt, which guile now 
appears not naked, with the varniſh or vail put u it by common- 
neſs and cuſtom. The great Apoſtacy, which is at this day among the 
Nations which have received the Chriſtian Religion, conſiſts in a de- 
generacy into common cuſtoms, manners, humors, and courſe of Conver- 
ſation : So that, ſer aſide an outward Profeſſion and Formality of Wor- 
ſhip, and the generallity of Men in moſt ions, are given up greath 
unto thoſe Vices which were prevalent among them in their Heathe- 
niſm, A full evidence this is, that the power of Evangelical Truth is 
loſt among them; the Efficacy thereof conſiſting in curing the Vice: 
of Nature, The Sin of THIS NATION hath been always eſteemed 
ſenſuallity of Life; hereunto of late hath been added, Vanity in Appa- 
rel, with fooliſh light laſcivious Modes and Dreſſes therein, Theſe cor- 
ruptions being borrowed from the Neighbour Nation, grafted on 
Crab-ſtocks of our own , have brought forth the Fruit of Vanity and 
Pride in abundance: And it is the moſt manifeſt evidence of a dege- 
nerate People, when they are prone to Naturalize the Vices of other Na» 
tions among them, but care not to imirate their Verrues if in any kind 
they excel. Now where Sins are thus national and common, they who 
will not ſay a{Confederacy to them, in thoſe things wherein the whole Peo- 
ple ſhall ſay a Confederacy, muſt be contented to be for ſians and wonders, 


to be deſpiſed and even HOOTED at. Some looſe a ſenſe of yo 
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the commonneſs of it. Chriſtianity is (as unto Cuſtoms , Manners, 
Vanities, Vices, and way of Converſation) ſunk into Heatheniſin: Pre- 
valent National Sins havę drown'd the power, and left little but the 
outward form of it in the orld. 6. Miſtakes about the beauty and glo- 
ry of the Chriſtian Religion,have been no ſmall cauſe of Apoſt acy from its 
power and holineſ5. 7. Satan is the head and leader of every Apoſt acy from 
God, Therein he began his work in this World, and in rhe promor- 
ing of it, he will finiſh it: As 4 Lion he ſtirred up bloody Perſecutions ; 
ind as a Serpent he ſecretly and gradually infected the minds of mam 
with ambition , wordlineſi, ſuperſtition, and a neglect of the power and 


ſimplicity of the Goſpel, Moreover ſcandal hath been given by, or is 
| juſtly talen at thoſe who have profeſſed the moſt fri obedience unto 
| the Rules of the Goſpel, All Perſons who profeſs the Chriſtian Religi- 
| on, and yer are fallen of , or alienated from irs bolineſs , do really rt* 
| nounce and foregoe the commands of Chriſt. Some commands are neg- 
| Red, and caſt from — the generality of Chriſtians : Many openly 


profeſs in their Walkings and Converſations, that they ſee no cogent rea- 
{on why they ſhould comply with Chriſt in his Commands. I take it 


| for granted, Thar rhe Lord Jeſus Chriſt hath appointed a ſolemn Mor- 
| ſpip under the Goſpel , which all his Diſciples are obliged conſtantly 
and invariably to obſerve : And with ref! 


hereunto, Men may fall 
away and apoſtatize from the Goſpel ; no leſs ſinfully and fatally then 
they may fall from the myſtery of its Doctrine, or rhe holineſs of its pre- 
cept : There are two ways whereby this may be done. 1. By neglect- 
ing and refuſing to obſerve, and to do what GOD hath appointed. 2. By ad- 
ding appointments of our own thereunto. Doth not God ſhow unto 
us not one but MANY Churches and Nations, ſaying, Go unto thoſe 
Shilo's where I've ſometimes placed my Name; and ſee what n become of 
them, and what I have done unto them 2 Will you go after them, have 
youa mind to be made like ro them? The outward Court is long ſince 
given to be trodden down by the Gentiles , and how ſoon the Enemies 
may roar in the very Sanctuaries, and ſet up their Banners for tokens 
we know not. There is almoſt nothing in the World, that all ſober 
Men do generally agree in, but this alone: That the whole World doth 
daily wax worſe and worſe : The World is highly at variance about Re- 
ligion; and whilſt they quarrel about the ourward form, the inward 
— of Godlineſs lies neglected: I hope for better things, and pray for 

ter things, bur I have no certain — of aſſurance, that this 
Apoſtacy ſhall not grow, until in one inſtance or other of ir it ſwallows 


up all viſible Profeſſion, The whole World fo far as I know of (I 
mean theſe parts of ir) may become Papal again; or be ſo corrupted 
in their prinesples and prophane in their lives, as that it is no great mat- 
ter what their Profeſſion in Religion be, I know no aſſurance that 
can be given on infallible Grounds, that Apo/tacy ſhall nor one way 
or other, in one inſtance or other become again to be Catholick, and 

prevatl 
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prevail againſt all open viſible Profeſſion of the purity and power of Gy 
ſpel Worſhnp and Holineſs, I am ſure there is ſo much danger of it at 
{eaſt, as ro deſerve the conſideration of all who take care of their E. 
ternal Salvation: For if things ſhould come to ſuch a pals, they are 
not many, they are but very FEW who will be entirely preſerved; 
the moſt will one way or other ſuffer loſs : And ir is not an eaſie thing 


to be found among the number of the FEW in ſuch a ſeaſon : Can 


we think, that Men careleſs in holy Duties, cold in Zeal, lukewarm in 
love, barren in good Works, cleaving to the World, and conformable 
unto ir, low in their Light, dubious in their ſtare, wſeleſs in the World, 
fearful of Trials, will be of this number? They are wofully deceived 
who are pleaſed with ſuch Apprehenſions, other Principles, other Ways 

Courſes and Practices, will be required in rhem, who ſhall be hidden 
and ſafeguarded in that day. Snake: are in all Graſs whereon we tread 

and Scorpions under every Stone; Snares are laid for us on every hand, 
and thoſe (ſome of them) ſo gilded and ſer off, that multitudes of looſe 
Profeſſors have taken them up, and wear them as their Ornament, 
Certainly if we are not greatly affetled with theſe things, if our Soul; 
mourn not in ſecret about them: If we are not ſolicitous about the 
ſmall remainders of the intereſt of truth and bolineſs in the World, we 
are in no ſmall danger our ſelves of being (one time or other) carried 
away with the deluge. Take heed of the infection of National Vice, 
for commonneſs will take of a ſenſe of guilt, and countenance will inſen- 
fibly take away ſhame. Beſides, when ſome go our unto an open ex- 
ceſs , others are apt to juſtify rhemſelves in vain Practices and ſinful 
Miſcarriages, becauſe they riſe nor up unto the ſame heighth of pro- 
vocations with them, This makes Vanities in habits, attires, ahi 
miſpence of time in Talking-houſes, exceſs in Eating and Drinking, cor- 
rupt communication, and careleſs boldneſs in common converſes, where. 
by Perſons tread in the ſteps, and ſometimes on the very heels of the 
predominant Sins of the place and Age, ſo to abound among us. 1/7ael 
of old dwelt alone, and was not numbred among the Nations, and the 
remnant of Jacob is to be fo in the midſt, in the Bowel, of many People, 
as to be a Bleſſing unto them, not to be corrupted by them: If Profeſ- 
ſors will ſo immerſe themſelves into the Body of the People, as inſen- 
fibly to learn their manners, they will be carried down the Stream 
with them into perdition, they ſhould not learn their cuſtoms : True Reli- 
gion # keeping of our ſelves unſpotted from the World, It may be it will 
be ſaid, that unleſs we do conform our ſelves in ſome things unto the 
cuſtoms that are prevalent among us as in habit and faſhion, and the 
way of converſe, we ſhall be deſpiſed in the World, and neither we, 
nor ours be of any regard : If you think you ſhall be deſpiſed if you 
come behind the reſt, {till you will be ſo, unleſs you come up unto them 
in all abominations ; and whether it be fir ro relinquiſh God and Chriſs 
and the Goſpel, all Holineſs and Morality , to have the friendſhip of the 
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ld, judge ye: The practice of Holineſs judgeth all unholy Perſons in 
their own Breaſts; and if they are provoked thereby, this is nothing 
but a New Aggravat ion of their own Sin and Inpiety. The Truth is, 
if they who have the miniſterial Overſigbe of the People perſiſt in their 
Negligence, if chey give not a publick Evidence at thy ſeaſon of their 
eal tor Repentance, and Reformation of Life, in their Example and In- 
deavours, I underſtand not how they will give an account of their 
Tu and Duty, to God or Men: When any Church is ſo inobſervant of 
irs own decays as to be negligent of Indeavours for 1 Refor- 
mation, if after a while any will deliver their own Souls it muſt be by 
departure from them that hare to be reform'd.—Ir is a fond Imagination, 
that Churches may render their Communion, uſeleſs and dangerous, en- 
ly by Hereſy, Tyranny, and falſe Worſhip ; an Evil worldly corrupt Con- 
ver/ation in the generality of their Members, contrary to the Doctrine 
of the Goſpel, nor oppoſed and contradicted, by a conſtant indeavour 
for fincere Reformation, is no leſs ruinow unto the Being of Churches, 
than any of theſe other Evils. It would be roo long, and not to my 
purpoſe, to draw up a Catalogue of Sins, from rhe higheft Arbei/m 
through the vileſt Uneleanne/s, unto the loweſt Oppreſſion, that are 
found among us; I ſhall only ſay, that I know no provoking Sin con- 
demn'd as ſuch in the Book of God, whereof Inſtances may not be 
found in this Nation. It is no ſmall Evidence that the day of the 
Lord is nigh at hand, becaule the Virgins are all flumbring ; and ir is 
not unlikely that Judgment will begin at the Houſe of God; all Fleſh hath 
corrupted its ways; and therefore the end of all, as to its preſent Con- 

dition, is at hand. We are all called Proteſtants, and will 
of the Proteſtant Religion; but wherein? In the Confeſſion, and all 
the outward forms of the Rule and Worſhip of the Church. But are 
Men changed, renewed, converted to God by the Doctrine of this Reli- 
gion ? Are they humble, holy, zealous, fruitful in good Works by it? 
Have they Experience of the Power of ir in their Souls, in its trans- 
forming of zhem into the Image of God? Without theſe things ir is 
of little avail what Religion Men profels. This is that which is of 
evil abode to the Profeſſors of the Proteſtant Religion at this day through 
the World. The Glory, the Power, the Efficacy of it, are, if not 
loſt and dead, yet greatly decayed ; and an outward Carcaſs of it, in 
Articles of Faith, and Forms of Worſhip, doth only abide, Hence 
have the Reformed Churches moſt of them a Name to live, but are dead; 
living only on a traditional knowledge, Principle of Education, Ad- 
vantages and Intereſts, in all of which the Roman Religion doth every 
way exceed them, and will carry the Victory, when the Conteſt is 
reduced unto ſuch Principles only; and unleſs God be pleaſed by ſome 
renewed Effuſion of his Bleſſed Spirit from above, to revive, and re- 
introduce a Spirit of Life, Holineſs, Zeal, Readineſs for the Croſs; 
Conformity unto Chriſt, and C—_ of the World, in and among 
| the 


abide to be 


as — 7 | 

the Churches which profels the Proreſtant Religion, he will ere lon 

rake away the Hedge of hn protecting Providence, which now for ſome 
Ages he hath kept about them, and leave them for a ſpoil unto their 

Ifa. 5. 5,6: Enemies; ſo he threateneth to do in the like Caſe, ſuch is the State 
* 3.1 5. deſcribed [by the Apofte.] Let none pleaſe themſelves that they haye 
the. our ward means of the Miniſtry continu'd unto them, it may be tg 
no other end but the hardening of them in their Sin, and the Appravs. 
Ia. 6. 9, 12. tion of their Sins. There is a day of Patience continu'd unto Ido/atrey; 
and perſecueing [Churches] partly that they may fill up the meaſure 
of their Iniquities; and partly that God may by the word, and means 

of Grace, gather our all his People from among them; and eur Nlowneſ; 

in coming forth from them, is probably ene means of prolonging the 

day of [their] Deſolation. Now Chriſt ſeems to ſay unto his People 

Gen, 19. 22. as the Angel to Loc, make. haſte to eſcape, for I cannor do any thing 
ver. 16+ till you are eſcaped ; and I hope the time is approaching when he 
will deal with his People as the Angel dealt with Lor, They are 
i} apt to linger and know not how to leave the outward accommodation of 
5 the Babyloniſh State, nor clear themſelves of innumerable Prejudice 
1 received therein, but the Lord being merciful unto them, will at length 
i lay hold of them by the word of his Power, and bring them our of the 
1 City, in a compleat relinquiſhment of that Curſed State. Let us not pre- 
| 1 tend that the 3 and Reformation called for, reſpects the pullic 
enormous Sins of the Nation; they reſpect eſo the decays in Faith, Love, 


i 

fl and Zeal; with love of the World, conformity unto ir, and lukewarmneſ; 
* which are found among the moſt eminent Profeſſors of Religion; This 
Wi is our preſent wound, here lies our weakneſs, namely in the wane of 2 
[ j quick, act ive, zealous Miniſtry, to call and ſtir up People to effeQua! 
5 Repentance, and turning to God, unleſs this be given unto us 1 fear we 
cannot be ſav dl Miners there are in whom hes no ſmall part of the 
Evil that is to be reform d; Perſons who labour among the moſt for- 
ward to fill up the meaſure of the Iniquities of this Nation: Such 
whoſe Ignorance and Negligence, Prophaneneſi and Debauchery are tranſ- 
form'd and communicared unto all that are about them: Shall we ex- 
pect ſuch Perſons will be inſtrumental in reforming others, who hate 
to be reform'd themſelves > There are very FEW [Miniſters] who 
will be at the charge of carrying on this Work; for unleſs they are 
exemplary in it themſelves, ir is in vain once to attempt the preſſing of 
ir upon others; they cannot go about it without great retrenchings of 
their Liberty in the courſe of their Converſations: Al complyance 


with unreform'd Perſons for Secular Ends; A! conformity unto the 
courſe of the World in Jollities and Pride of Life; Al oſtentation of 


Riches, Wealth and Power; Al ſelf-ſeeking and ſelf-pleafing; Al 
lighrneſs and carnal Confidences muſt be utterly caſt away; Is it any 
wonder that the moſt of them think ir better ro ſuffer things to go on at 
the preſent rate, than to venture at that which will coſt them fo dear 
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9 
in its purſuir > The truth is, I know very FEW, if any who are meet 
and fir to engage in this Work ; thoſe who have the beſt opportunities 
for it ſeem to be aſleep : They perceive the oppoſition they ſhall meet 
with from echers ; they find that they ſhall not only diſoblige and provoke 
all ſorts of Perſons, and laſè many of their uſeful Friends, but 4% ex- 
oſe themſelves unto Obloquy, Scorn, Contempt and Reproach of all ſorts, 
le is a loſt Man in the World, who without reſpect of Perſons will 
engage ſeriouſly in this Work: Every day he ſhall find one or anether 
ipleasd if not provok'd This neither they nor rheir Families can 
well bear withal ; Indeed rhe hardeſt Service that ever God call'd 
any of his Miniſters unto, hath been rhe indeavouring the Reformation 
of back ſliding Churchgs ; theſe are the two Witneſſes which in all Ages 
have prophecied in Sackclorh : Such was the Miniſtry of Elif ab, which 


brot him ro an earneſt longing to be deliverd by Death from his! 


King. I 9.4. 


Work and Miniſtry; ſo Jeremiah complains : Fon Baptiſt in the ſame Jet. 15. 10. 


Hort loſt firſt his Liberty, and then his Life; and Chryſoſtom for the 
ſame Cauſe was hated by the Clergy, perſecuted by the Court, and at 
length driven into Bani where he died. Moſt Men care not 
bow little a ſhare they have in ſuch a Work as this, whoſe reward 
will reach them according to the proportion of their engagement in it, 
All Churches, aff Perſons almoſt would willingly be ler alone in the 
eondition wherein they are; they that would preſs them unto due 
Reformation, ever were, and ever will be looked on as their Troubleys - 
Hence it is that our Wound is incurable : FEW [ Miniſters] are con- 
vinced of the preſent neceſſity of this Duty; they hope things are in- 
differently well with them and their Flocks, that they may endure heir 
time well enough : FEW are willing to undergo the charge and trouble 
of it, to put all their preſent Circumſtances into Diſorder ; FEW have 
recetv'd an anointing for this, many are able to diſpute againſt any At- 
tempts of ir, and not a few have expectations of ſtrange Deliverances 
without it: It is a rare thing to meet with any who will own them- 
ſelves to ſtand in need of real laborious Reformation, hence it is that 
no Churches would ever reform themſelves, which hath been the cauſe of 
all Diviſion and Separation, whereby ſome have been ſav'd from a Ge- 
neral N N They all approve themſelves in their State and Condi- 
tion; fo it is at this Day. Moſt Churches think they need more Reve- 
nues, more Honour, more freedom from Oppreſſion, more ſubmiſſion of all 
Men unto them; but they almoſt abbor the thoughts that they ſtand in 
need of any Reformation ! Security in their Earthly Enjoyments keeps 
them ſafe from hearing Gods Calls, or taking notice of his Warnings. 
There is a Generation [that ſays} here is much talk indeed of "the 
Judgments of God, and of their near approach; When ſhall we ſee 
them ? This hath been rhe great Controverſy between the Church and 
the wicked World from the beginning of it: Thoſe that truly fear'd 
God were always teſtifying that God would come, and rake Vengeance 
on 
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on them for Impieties and Impenitency, but becauſe theſe Judgment 
were not ſpeedily executed, the Sintul World did always deſpiſe their 
Warnings, and ſcoff at their Meflage : So Enoch the ſeventh from Adam, 
jude 1491 he preached and propheſied of the coming of God to take Vengeance on 
. ungodlyj Men, and the Meſſage was ſceff d at, as is evident becauſe ng 
Retocmarion enſued thereon, untill the Flood took them ail away: 
So it was with Noah and his preaching; and fo it hath been wich gf 
that fear God in their ſeveral Generations; and this was one ſpecial 
2 Per. 3. end, thing that the Pagans laugh'd and mocks at the Primitive Chriſtzans as 
bout. So the Apoſtle Peter gives us an account both of whar was paſt, 
and what would afterwards come to paſs; and ſuch as theſe abound. a 
mong us! All the Harnings of God have been turn'd into ridicule, pte. 
: vious Judgments defpis'd, and Sin its ſelf made a Scoff at: Bur of all 
Iia.28.14,15. otheis, God molt abhorreth, and the Scripture is full with the ſevereſt 
Dut. 29.19, 20 Threatnings againſt this ſort of Men, nor ſhall any in the appointed 
Seaſon, drink deeper in the Cup of Gods indignation! that which God 
Ila. 66. 2, 5. requires of us in ſuch Seaſons, is call'd in Scripture, trembling [thy 
Jer. 5. 22. that tremble at my Word] this he regards, this he accepts! Now at 
preſent, concerning our outward Conformity unto the World, there needs 
no great ſearch to be made; it is open and evident unto all, ſo that as 
unto Attire, Faſhions, miſpences of time, feaſtings of rich ones, and 
Follities, there is little difference left between Profeſſors, and the 
World; which God will not long bear with them in; a ſincere mourn- 
ing for thoſe Sins of the Places and Times wherein we live, of the Pe 
ple and Churches whereunto we do belong, is eminently approved of God, 
and a Token to them in whom that ſenſe is, of Deliverance in a day of 
Ezck. 9. 4,6. Calamity: To have Minds careleſs and regardleſs of the Sins of other 
Men, is a great Evidence of want of Sincerity in our Profeſſion. It is 
matter of Sorrow unto them that truly fear God, and have any Concern- 
ment in his Glory, or the Honour of Chriſt, that the whole World, ſo 
far as we know, 1s filled with all abominable provoking Sins ; ir lies 
under a Deluge of Sin; as it lay of old under a Flood of Waters; only 
here and there appeareth an Ark, that is carried above it. ' Atheiſm, 
- Antiſeripturiſm, disbelief of Goſpel Myſteries, contempt of the Religion 
which they themſelves profeſs, amongſt all ſorts of Chriſtians, the loſs of 
all publick Faith and Truſt, with a Litter of unclean Luſts, Ambition, 
Pride, Covetouſneſs in many who have the outward Condutt of the Church, 
have ſpread themſelves over the Face of the Earth: It is ſo much more 
as unto the Land of our Nativity, when the Earth is almoſt as unlike 
unto Heaven as Hell it (elf, & More of theſe awful Faſlages may be 
« ſeen in a Little Book of this Doctors, wrote a little before his Death, 

about Impending Judgments, Sc. being ſome of his laſt Words, - 


